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Environment America is a federation of state-
based, citizen-funded environmental advocacy 
organizations.  Our presence in all 50 states and 
Washington D.C., hundreds of thousands of mem-
bers,  state-level organizations in 26 state capitals, 
and  hundreds of professional staff , combine in-
dependent research, practical ideas and tough-
minded advocacy to overcome the opposition of 
powerful special interests and win real results for 
the environment.   Environment America, the new 
home of U.S. PIRG’s environmental work, draws 
on 30 years of success in tackling environmental 
problems.

In 2007, the leaders of our state-based environ-
mental organizations joined forces to form Envi-
ronment America.  Together, in Washington, D.C. 
and throughout the country we’re building on the 
progress our advocates and activists have made 
at the state and local levels—from passing laws 
that promote energy efficiency and solar and wind 
power, to cutting the pollution that causes global 
warming, to winning new protections for countless 
acres of wild places and open spaces. With grass-
roots support and action across the nation, a team 
of professional researchers, advocates and issue ex-
perts, a spirit of cooperation, a willingness to take 
on whatever special interests might stand in the 
way of a clean and healthy environment and an ori-
entation toward real results, Environment America 

OVERVIEW

is providing a powerful new force for progress on 
the environment in our country.

Environment America and our federation of state 
environmental groups produce this regular report 
on key votes in Congress as one of our many tools 

to help citizens engage in and make 
an impact on environmental policy.  
The scorecard is distributed online to 
our entire membership and through 
our door-to-door canvass in cities and 
towns across the country.  It is being 
distributed to more than one million 
households.

The 2008 scorecard looks at the key 
environmental votes taken between 
March 2007 and February 2008.  
Through our online tools citizens can 
research votes and basic informa-
tion on their elected officials as well 
as look at past reports.  For more in-
formation visit: www.environmenta-
merica.org.Asheville, North Carolina

California Coastline
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Introduction

For more than three decades, Americans have 
shown overwhelming support for clean air, clean 
water and protecting open space.  More recently, 
the American people have shown a strong desire to 
combat global warming and to create a new ener-
gy future that is based on increased efficiency and 
more reliance on clean renewable, homegrown en-
ergy sources.   Americans 
came together to advance 
these goals through a 
framework of federal laws 
such as the Clean Air Act, 
the Clean Water Act and 
the Endangered Species 
Act.  In addition, and on a 
regular basis, we come to-
gether at the state level to 
provide critical leadership 
in setting the standards 
for how the environment 
should be protected with 
local examples that become 
models for federal action.

All too often, the American 
public has demonstrated a 
greater appetite for strong 
environmental protections 
than our elected officials 
have delivered.  Powerful 
interests frequently exert 
their resources and dis-
proportionate influence to roll back or block key 
environmental protections.  For example, the auto 
industry successfully blocked increased miles per 
gallon standards for thirty years until citizen pres-
sure and national security concerns led to a forty 
percent increase in the standards which was enact-
ed in December 2007.   

The 2006 midterm elections provided new leaders 
in the Congress.  While that has resulted in some 
significant changes, there are unfortunately many 
storylines in Washington that have not changed.  
Much of the agenda is still established by a Presi-
dent and administration that has great power over 

CONGRESS & THE ENVIRONMENT
the policies that protect our environment.

An Assault on the Environment  

The assault on the environment from President 
Bush and his appointees continues unabated.  In 
the past 18 months the administration has been in-
creasingly focused on weakening bedrock environ-
mental protections and the environmental progress 

of the states.  

For example, in Febru-
ary 2008, Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Administrator Steven 
Johnson, ignoring a unani-
mous recommendation 
of the EPA’s professional 
staff, denied California’s 
request for a waiver under 
the Clean Air Act to adopt 
greenhouse gas emission 
standards for cars.  This 
decision has blocked Cali-
fornia and 13 other states 
that have adopted these 
standards from requiring 
automakers to cut global 
warming pollution from 
automobiles.  California 
and more than a dozen 
other states have filed suit 
against the EPA for failing 
to heed science and the 

law in denying California’s request.  

The Bush Administration has also attacked bedrock 
clean water and toxics laws. In June 2007, the Bush 
administration issued a second policy that elimi-
nates longstanding Clean Water Act protections 
for many U.S. waterways, putting thousands of 
miles of streams and millions of acres of wetlands 
in danger of unlimited pollution and development.  
The waters at risk from this policy are the source 
waters for America’s rivers, lakes and bays.  These 
waters filter pollution, sustain water supplies, con-
trol flood waters and provide habitat for fish and 
other wildlife.   

Susquehanna State Park, Maryland
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In December 2006, the Bush administration final-
ized a rule to rollback the Toxics Release Inventory 
program, the basic right-to-know program that 
provides the public with toxic pollution informa-
tion every year.  Under the Bush administration 
changes, polluters can release ten times more toxic 
chemicals into the air, water and land before they 
would be required to report it and can withhold in-
formation on the most dangerous toxic chemicals. 

Finally, the Bush Administration continues to try to 
repeal the rule that protects a third of our national 
forests from logging and road-building.  In 2007, 
the Bush administration filed an appeal to the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals decision that allowed the 
2001 Roadless Rule to stand as the law of the land.  
If successful, the administration’s appeal would 
give industries, such as timber and mining, access 
to a third of the national forests.  The Roadless Rule 
protects the last wild national forests from most 
road building associated with industry activities.  
Millions of Americans took part in the rule-making 
process for the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation 
Rule, more than any other federal rule-making in 
history, with more than 95 percent of them in favor 
of complete protection for all of these last wild na-
tional forests.

A Change in Direction

The new members and leadership of the 110th Con-
gress have changed the direction of environmen-
tal policy in measurable ways.  The most notable 
change is in the shift from predominantly defen-
sive votes in the previous Congress to more solu-
tion oriented votes in the current Congress.  Ad-
ditionally, there has been a dramatic increase in the 
number of legislators who have voted 100% of the 
time for the environment (“Environmental Cham-
pions”) and fewer who have scored a zero on our 

scorecard (“Natural Disasters”).
	
The 110th Congress did make significant progress 
on energy legislation, and debate on and passage 
of Energy Security and Independence Act of 2007 
is reflected in a number of votes on the scorecard.  
One of the highlights of the bill, which passed with 
overwhelming support in both the House and the 
Senate, is the first time in over thirty years that 
Congress has increased fuel economy standards.  
In 2020 the bill will save 1.1 million barrels of oil 
per day and save consumers more than $22 billion 
at the pump.  

The House of Representatives also has made more 

Environmental Champions vs. Disasters

	 	 	 	 	 2006	 2008

House Environmental Champions	 71	 124
Senate Environmental Champions	 6	 30
House Natural Disasters	 	 114	 67
Senate Natural Disasters	 	 22	 21

Defensive vs. Solution Votes

				    2006	 2008	

House Defensive Votes	 86%	 38%
Senate Defensive Votes	 57%	 30%
House Solution Votes		 14%	 62%
Senate Solution Votes	 43%	 70%
Total Defensive Votes	 71%	 36%
Total Solution Votes		 29%	 64%

Shiprock, New Mexico
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significant progress than the Senate 
on a number of important proposals 
such as the passage of investment 
and production tax credits for ener-
gy efficiency and renewable energy 
paid for through the repeal of tax 
loopholes for oil and gas companies, 
and a renewable electricity standard 
that would require twenty percent 
of our electricity to be produced by 
clean and renewable sources of en-
ergy.  Both of these measures have 
faced veto threats from the Presi-
dent and have failed to garner the 
60 votes necessary for passage in the 
Senate.

The Outlook from Here

This is a critical time for speeding the transition to 
the clean energy economy and protecting our natu-
ral environment.  From clean energy and efficiency 
tax credits to the Clean Water Restoration Act, Con-
gress has important policy matters to address be-
fore it adjourns the 110th session.  We will continue 
our efforts to see that America gets the progress it 
needs and deserves.  As the Bush Administration 
wraps up what arguably has been the worst ever 
administration for the environment, we will be 
watchful against the ongoing efforts of the admin-
istrative to undermine key environmental protec-
tions and serve the powerful special interests that 
have maintained unprecedented levels of influence 
over public policy.  Increasingly the public and the 
states are stepping up to address and speak out for 
solutions to our environmental problems.  Both 
of the major presidential candidates are on record 
supporting action on global warming.  The transi-
tion to a clean energy economy is a major topic in 
countless Congressional campaigns.  Environment 
America will remain as vigilant as we are optimis-
tic that we can take the steps necessary to preserve 
and protect the world we live in.

Allegheny National Forest, Pennsylvania
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Senate
Danny Akaka (HI)
Joe Biden (DE)
Jeff Bingaman (NM)
Maria Cantwell (WA)
Ben Cardin (MD)
Bob Casey (PA)
Susan Collins (ME)
Byron Dorgan (ND)
Dick Durbin (IL)
Russ Feingold (WI)
Tom Harkin (IA)
Dan Inouye (HI)
Ted Kennedy (MA)
John Kerry (MA)
Amy Klobuchar (MN)
Herb Kohl (WI)
Frank Lautenberg (NJ)
Patrick Leahy (VT)
Joe Lieberman (CT)
Robert Menendez (NJ)
Barbara Mikulski (MD)
Patty Murray (WA)
Bill Nelson (FL)
Jack Reed (RI)
Bernie Sanders (VT)
Chuck Schumer (NY)
Olympia Snowe (ME)
Jon Tester (MT)
Sheldon Whitehouse (RI)
Ron Wyden (OR)

House
Tom Allen (ME)
Jason Altmire (PA)
Rob Andrews (NJ)
Michael Arcuri (NY)
Tammy Baldwin (WI)
Xavier Becerra (CA)
Tim Bishop (NY)
Earl Blumenauer (OR)
Bruce Braley (IA)
Corrine Brown (FL)
Lois Capps (CA)

Michael Capuano (MA)
Russ Carnahan (MO)
Chris Carney (PA)
Kathy Castor (FL)
Ben Chandler (KY)
Steve Cohen (TN)
Joe Courtney (CT)
Joe Crowley (NY)
Elijah Cummings (MD)
Peter DeFazio (OR)
Diana DeGette (CO)
Rosa DeLauro (CT)
Norm Dicks (WA)
Joe Donnelly (IN)
Keith Ellison (MN)
Sam Farr (CA)
Bob Filner (CA)
Gabrielle Giffords (AZ)
Kirsten Gillibrand (NY)
John Hall (NY)
Philip Hare (IL)
Jane Harman (CA)
Alcee Hastings (FL)
Brian Higgins (NY)
Baron Hill (IN)
Maurice Hinchey (NY)
Mazie Hirono (HI)
Paul Hodes (NH)
Rush Holt (NJ)
Mike Honda (CA)
Steny Hoyer (MD)
Jay Inslee (WA)
Steve Israel (NY)
Jesse Jackson (IL)
Sheila Jackson Lee (TX)
Eddie Bernice Johnson (TX)
Hank Johnson (GA)
Tim Johnson (IL)
Steve Kagen (WI)
Patrick Kennedy (RI)
Dale Kildee (MI)
Jim Langevin (RI)
Barbara Lee (CA)
Sander Levin (MI)

John Lewis (GA)
Dan Lipinski (IL)
Frank LoBiondo (NJ)
Dave Loebsack (IA)
Zoe Lofgren (CA)
Steve Lynch (MA)
Carolyn Maloney (NY)
Ed Markey (MA)
Doris Matsui (CA)
Carolyn McCarthy (NY)
Betty McCollum (MN)
Jim McDermott (WA)
Jim McGovern (MA)
Jerry McNerney (CA)
Brad Miller (NC)
George Miller (CA)
Harry Mitchell (AZ)
Dennis Moore (KS)
Jim Moran (VA)
Christopher Murphy (CT)
Patrick Murphy (PA)
Jerry Nadler (NY)
Grace Napolitano (CA)
Richie Neal (MA)
Dave Obey (WI)
John Olver (MA)
Frank Pallone (NJ)
Bill Pascrell (NJ)
Ed Pastor (AZ)
Ed Perlmutter (CO)
Earl Pomeroy (ND)
David Price (NC)
Jim Ramstad (MN)
Charlie Rangel (NY)
Steve Rothman (NJ)
Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA)
Bobby Rush (IL)
Timothy Ryan (OH)
Linda Sanchez (CA)
Loretta Sanchez (CA)
Jan Schakowsky (IL)
Adam Schiff (CA)
Bobby Scott (VA)
Joe Sestak (PA)

ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMPIONS
Thirty Senators and 124 Representatives took the pro-environment position on every vote that Environ-
ment America tracked for the 2008 Scorecard and we consider them Environmental Champions.  
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Senate
Bob Bennett (UT)
Kit Bond (MO)
Sam Brownback (KS)
Jim Bunning (KY)
Richard Burr (NC)
Saxby Chambliss (GA)
Tom Coburn (OK)
Thad Cochran (MS)
John Cornyn (TX)
Jim DeMint (SC)
Mike Enzi (WY)
Chuck Hagel (NE)
Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX)
James Inhofe (OK)
Johnny Isakson (GA)
John McCain (AZ)
Mitch McConnell (KY)
Richard Shelby (AL)
David Vitter (LA)
George Voinovich (OH)

House
Michele Bachmann (MN)
Joe Barton (TX)
Rob Bishop (UT)
Roy Blunt (MO)
John Boehner (OH)
Charles Boustany (LA)
Kevin Brady (TX)

Paul Broun (GA)
Mike Burgess (TX)
Dave Camp (MI)
Chris Cannon (UT)
Eric Cantor (VA)
John Carter (TX)
Tom Cole (OK)
Mike Conaway (TX)
Barbara Cubin (WY)
John Culberson (TX)
Geoff Davis (KY)
Jimmy Duncan (TN)
Mary Fallin (OK)
Trent Franks (AZ)
Phil Gingrey (GA)
Louie Gohmert (TX)
Virgil Goode (VA)
Bob Goodlatte (VA)
Kay Granger (TX)
Ralph Hall (TX)
Wally Herger (CA)
Pete Hoekstra (MI)
Darrell Issa (CA)
Sam Johnson (TX)
Steve King (IA)
Jack Kingston (GA)
John Kline (MN)
Doug Lamborn (CO)
Tom Latham (IA)
Ron Lewis (KY)

John Linder (GA)
Frank Lucas (OK)
Dan Lungren (CA)
Don Manzullo (IL)
Ken Marchant (TX)
Kevin McCarthy (CA)
Jim McCrery (LA)
Patrick McHenry (NC)
Buck McKeon (CA)
John Mica (FL)
Gary Miller (CA)
Marilyn Musgrave (CO)
Randy Neugebauer (TX)
Devin Nunes (CA)
Steve Pearce (NM)
Mike Pence (IN)
Joe Pitts (PA)
George Radanovich (CA)
Mike Rogers (MI)
Bill Sali (ID)
Pete Sessions (TX)
John Shadegg (AZ)
Mike Simpson (ID)
Lamar Smith (TX)
Mark Souder (IN)
John Sullivan (OK)
Tom Tancredo (CO)
Mac Thornberry (TX)
Todd Tiahrt (KS)
Lynn Westmoreland (GA)

Carol Shea-Porter (NH)
Albio Sires (NJ)
Louise Slaughter (NY)
Adam Smith (WA)
Chris Smith (NJ)
Vic Snyder (AR)
Hilda Solis (CA)
Pete Stark (CA)
Betty Sutton (OH)

Ellen Tauscher (CA)
Mike Thompson (CA)
John Tierney (MA)
Mark Udall (CO)
Tom Udall (NM)
Chris Van Hollen (MD)
Nydia Velazquez (NY)
Tim Walz (MN)
Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL)
Maxine Waters (CA)
Diane Watson (CA)

Mel Watt (NC)
Henry Waxman (CA)
Anthony Weiner (NY)
Bob Wexler (FL)
John Yarmuth (KY)

NATURAL DISASTERS
Unfortunately, 21 Senators and 67 Representatives took the anti-environment position on every vote 
that Environment America tracked and they are considered Natural Disasters.

Environmental Champions continued.
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STATE AVERAGES

New Hampshire 	 100%
North Dakota*	 	 100%
Rhode Island 		  100%
Massachusetts 	 98%
Connecticut 		  97%
Maine 			  96%
Hawaii 		  93%
Delaware* 		  92%
Vermont* 		  92%
Maryland 		  87%
Dist. of Columbia 	 86%
South Dakota*		 85%
New York 		  84%
New Jersey 		  83%
Oregon 		  81%
Washington 		  77%
Wisconsin 		  72%
Illinois 		  72%
Minnesota 		  71%

Pennsylvania 		  66%
California 		  65%
Arkansas 		  64%
Mississippi 		  62%
West Virginia 		  59%
North Carolina 	 59%
Iowa 			   57%
Colorado 		  55%
Arizona 		  51%
Kansas 		  50%
Florida 		  50%
Michigan 		  50%
Indiana 		  49%
Tennessee 		  48%
Ohio 			   48%
Missouri 		  43%
South Carolina 	 42%
Virginia 		  39%
Georgia 		  39%

Nevada 		  39%
New Mexico 		  38%
Kentucky 		  37%
Alabama 		  33%
Texas 			   31%
Nebraska 		  28%
Louisiana 		  25%
Utah 			   21%
Alaska*		  8%
Montana*	  	 8%
Oklahoma 		  3%
Idaho 			   0%
Wyoming* 		  0%

National Average	 58%

* Only one Member in delegation.

House Averages

Hawaii 		  100%
Maine 			  100%
Maryland 		  100%
Massachusetts 	 100%
New Jersey 		  100%
Rhode Island 		  100%
Vermont 		  100%
Washington 		  100%
Wisconsin 		  100%
Delaware 		  95%
Illinois 		  95%
Montana 		  95%
New York 		  95%
North Dakota 		 95%
Oregon 		  95%
Connecticut 		  85%
Minnesota 		  85%
West Virginia 		  85%

Arkansas 		  80%
California 		  80%
Iowa 			   80%		
Pennsylvania 		  80%
Michigan 		  75%
Indiana 		  65%
New Mexico 		  65%
Florida 		  55%
Virginia 		  55%
Nevada 		  50%
New Hampshire 	 50%
South Dakota 		 50%
Colorado 		  45%
Ohio 			   45%	
Missouri 		  40%
Nebraska 		  40%
Alaska 		  25%
Idaho 			   25%

Tennessee 		  25%
Louisiana 		  20%
North Carolina 	 10%
Alabama 		  5%
Arizona 		  5%
Kansas 		  5%
South Carolina 	 5%
Utah 			   5%
Georgia 		  0%
Kentucky 		  0%
Mississippi* 		  0%
Oklahoma 		  0%
Texas 			   0%
Wyoming* 		  0%

National Average	 57%

* Only one Senator has scores.

Senate Averages
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

ALABAMA
Jeff Sessions (R) - - - A A - + - - - 10%
Richard Shelby (R) - - - - - - A - - - 0%
ALASKA
Lisa Murkowski (R) - - - - - + + - + - 30%
Ted Stevens (R) - - - - - + + - - - 20%
ARIZONA
Jon Kyl (R) + - - - - - - A - - 10%
John McCain (R) A A A A A A A A A A 0%
ARKANSAS
Blanche Lincoln (D) + + + - + + + + + + 90%
Mark Pryor (D) + - + - + - + + + + 70%
CALIFORNIA
Barbara Boxer (D) + + + + A A A + + + 70%
Dianne Feinstein (D) + + + A + + + + + + 90%
COLORADO
Wayne Allard (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Ken Salazar (D) + - + + + + + + + + 90%
CONNECTICUT
Chris Dodd (D) A + A A + + + + + + 70%
Joe Lieberman (I) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
DELAWARE
Joe Biden (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Tom Carper (D) + + + - + + + + + + 90%
FLORIDA
Mel Martinez (R) - - - + - - - A - - 10%
Bill Nelson (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
GEORGIA
Saxby Chambliss (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Johnny Isakson (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%

SENATE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

HAWAII
Danny Akaka (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Dan Inouye (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
IDAHO
Larry Craig (R) - - - - - + + - - - 20%
Mike Crapo (R) - - - - + + + - - - 30%
ILLINOIS
Dick Durbin (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Barack Obama (D) + + + A + + + + + + 90%
INDIANA
Evan Bayh (D) + + + + + - + - + + 80%
Dick Lugar (R) - + - - + + + - + - 50%
IOWA
Chuck Grassley (R) - - + - + + + - + + 60%
Tom Harkin (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
KANSAS
Sam Brownback (R) A A - - A A A - - - 0%
Pat Roberts (R) - - - A + - - - - - 10%
KENTUCKY
Jim Bunning (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Mitch McConnell (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
LOUISIANA
Mary Landrieu (D) + + + - - - - - - + 40%
David Vitter (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
MAINE
Susan Collins (R) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Olympia Snowe (R) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
MARYLAND
Ben Cardin (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Barbara Mikulski (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

SENATE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

MASSACHUSETTS
Ted Kennedy (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
John Kerry (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
MICHIGAN
Carl Levin (D) + + + A + - - + + + 70%
Debbie Stabenow (D) + + + + + - - + + + 80%
MINNESOTA
Norm Coleman (R) - + - A + + + + + + 70%
Amy Klobuchar (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
MISSISSIPPI
Thad Cochran (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Roger Wicker (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - N/A
MISSOURI
Kit Bond (R) - - - - - - A - - - 0%
Claire McCaskill (D) + + + + + - - + + + 80%
MONTANA
Max Baucus (D) + - + + + + + + + + 90%
Jon Tester (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
NEBRASKA
Chuck Hagel (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Ben Nelson (D) + - + - + + + + + + 80%
NEVADA
John Ensign (R) - - - A - + + A - - 20%
Harry Reid (D) + + + + - + + + + - 80%
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Judd Gregg (R) + + + - - + + - - - 50%
John Sununu (R) + + + - - + + - - - 50%
NEW JERSEY
Frank Lautenberg (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Robert Menendez (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

SENATE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

NEW MEXICO
Jeff Bingaman (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Pete Domenici (R) - + - - - - + - - + 30%
NEW YORK
Hillary Clinton (D) + + + A + + + + + + 90%
Chuck Schumer (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
NORTH CAROLINA
Richard Burr (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Elizabeth Dole (R) - A - + - - - - - + 20%
NORTH DAKOTA
Kent Conrad (D) + - + + + + + + + + 90%
Byron Dorgan (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
OHIO
Sherrod Brown (D) + A + + + + + + + + 90%
George Voinovich (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
OKLAHOMA
Tom Coburn (R) A - A A A A A - - - 0%
James Inhofe (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
OREGON
Gordon Smith (R) - + + + + + + + + + 90%
Ron Wyden (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
PENNSYLVANIA
Bob Casey (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Arlen Specter (R) - + + - + + + - - + 60%
RHODE ISLAND
Jack Reed (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Sheldon Whitehouse (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
SOUTH CAROLINA
Jim DeMint (R) - A - - - - - - - - 0%
Lindsey Graham (R) - - - - - + - - - - 10%

SENATE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

SOUTH DAKOTA
Tim Johnson (D)* A A A A A A A + + + *
John Thune (R) - - - - + + + + + - 50%
TENNESSEE
Lamar Alexander (R) + - - - - + + - - - 30%
Bob Corker (R) - - - - - + + - - - 20%
TEXAS
John Cornyn (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Kay Bailey Hutchison (R) - - - - - - - A - - 0%
UTAH
Bob Bennett (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%
Orrin Hatch (R) - - - - - - - - + - 10%
VERMONT
Patrick Leahy (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Bernie Sanders (I) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
VIRGINIA
John Warner (R) - + - - - + + - - - 30%
Jim Webb (D) + - + - + + + + + + 80%
WASHINGTON
Maria Cantwell (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Patty Murray (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
WEST VIRGINIA
Bob Byrd (D) + - + + + + + - + + 80%
Jay Rockefeller (D) + A + + + + + + + + 90%
WISCONSIN
Russ Feingold (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
Herb Kohl (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
WYOMING
John Barrasso (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - - - N/A
Mike Enzi (R) - - - - - - - - - - 0%

SENATE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office

* Sen. Johnson (SD) was unable 
to vote on many of our scored 
votes due to medical reasons.



16 Environment America Congressional Scorecard 2008

1. Energy: Block Funding For Dirty 
Liquid Coal- Converting coal to a liq-
uid transportation fuel is a dirty pro-
cess that creates more than twice the 
greenhouse gas emissions of conven-
tional oil, requires five gallons of water 
for every gallon of transportation fuel 
and would increase the environmental 
impacts caused by coal mining. Liq-
uid coal is also an expensive technol-
ogy that is not competitive on an open 
market with traditional gasoline and 
would require billions of dollars in 
government subsidies to compete. On 
June 19th, 2007, the Senate defeated an 
amendment, S. Amt. 1628, by Senator 
Jim Bunning (R-KY) to the energy bill, 
H.R. 6, that would have mandated 6 
billion barrels of liquid coal by 2022 by 
a vote of 39-55. (Roll Call #213). PRO 
ENVIRONMENT VOTE: NO

2. Global Warming: Evaluate Global Warming Im-
pact Of New Water Projects- Healthy rivers, streams, 
and wetlands can help protect homes, buildings, and 
people from sea level rise and more powerful storm 
surges resulting from global warming.  However, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which manages many 
of the nation’s water resources, does not routinely 
consider the effects of global warming when mak-
ing decisions about developing water projects.  Sena-
tors John Kerry (D-MA), Russ Feingold (D-WI), and 
Susan Collins (R-ME) offered an amendment to the 
Water Resources Development Act (H.R. 1495) to re-
quire the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to consider 
the short- and long-term effects of global warming 
in planning water resource projects.  The amend-
ment needed 60 votes to pass.  On May 15, 2007, the 
amendment failed by a vote of 51-42 (Roll call #166).  
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

3. Energy: Keep Dirty Energy Technologies Out Of 
The Renewable Energy Standard- America is too 
dependent on dirty energy sources such as coal and 
nuclear power.  A renewable electricity standard that 
requires states to increase their use of renewable en-
ergy such as wind, solar, biomass and geothermal is 
a proven policy that will spur investment in renew-
able technology, create new high paying green jobs 
and move us down the road towards a clean energy 

SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

future. Nuclear power, fossil fuels and other dirty 
technologies are not renewable and should not be in-
cluded in a renewable electricity standard. Including 
these non-renewable technologies undermines the 
incentive to truly renewable technologies and gives 
subsidies to some of the dirtiest energy sources, with-
out achieving any environmental benefits. On June 
14th, 2007, by a vote of 56-39, the Senate voted to ta-
ble an amendment by Senator Mitch McConnell for 
Senator Peter Domenici that would have introduced 
a watered down renewable electricity standard that 
included nuclear, fossil fuels and other dirty energy 
in the definition of renewables. (Roll Call #211). PRO 
ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

4. Oceans: Protect Coasts From Offshore Drilling- 
Since 1982, Congress has protected America’s beach-
es and sensitive oceans from oil spills and the chronic 
pollution produced by oil and gas driling by passing 
an annual moratorium on expanding drilling to new 
areas. Sen. John Warner (R-VA) attempted to modify 
the moratorium by allowing the Governor of Virginia 
to petition the Secretary of the Interior to allow natu-
ral gas exploration at least 50 miles from the coast. On 
June 14, 2007 the Warner amendment was defeated 
by a vote of 44 to 43 (Roll Call #212). PRO ENVIRON-
MENT VOTE: NO

5. Energy: Allow Vote To Create Tax Incentives For 
Clean Energy- Clean energy from renewable sources 
like wind, solar, biomass and geothermal is essential 

In December 2007 the Senate failed to pass legislation that would 
have established a national renewable energy standard.
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to moving us towards a clean energy future. The gov-
ernment continues to incentivize dirty energy sources 
like coal, nuclear and oil while giving little incentive 
to clean energy sources. Tax incentives for renewables 
like the renewable production tax credit and the pro-
duction tax credit are crucial drivers of new growth 
in the industry and essential to promoting a healthy 
industry. The Energy Advancement and Investment 
Act of 2007, S.Amdt. 1704, that was introduced by 
Senator Max Baucus as an amendment to the energy 
bill, H.R. 6, reduced tax breaks to given to the oil and 
gas by $13 billion and extended $21.8 billion in tax 
incentives  to energy efficiency and renewables. On 
June 21, 2007, the Senate failed by a vote of 57-36 to 
file cloture on the Amendment to include the incen-
tives in the energy bill. (Roll Call #223). PRO ENVI-
RONMENT VOTE: YES

6. Energy: Improve Gas Mileage Standards- Cars 
and light trucks account for 40 percent of the coun-
try’s oil consumption and 20% of our greenhouse 
gas emissions. When fully implemented  increasing 
fuel economy standards for cars and light trucks to 
35 mpg by 2020 would save 1.1 million barrels of oil 
a day in 2020 and saved consumers $22 billion at the 
gas pump, and substantially reduce global warm-
ing pollution.  On June 21, 2007, by a vote of 62-32, 
the Senate voted to invoke cloture on the Energy bill 
that contained an increase in fuel economy.  (Roll Call 
#225). PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

7. Energy: Improve Gas Mileage Standards (2nd 
Vote)- Cars and light trucks account for 40 percent 
of the country’s oil consumption and 20% of our 
greenhouse gas emissions. When fully implemented  
increasing fuel economy standards for cars and light 
trucks to 35 mpg by 2020 would save 1.1 million bar-
rels of oil a day in 2020 and saved consumers $22 bil-
lion at the gas pump, and substantially reduce global 
warming pollution.   On June 21, 2007, by a vote of 
65-27, the Senate passed an Energy bill that included 
the first Congressional increase in fuel economy stan-
dards in over 30 years. (Roll Call #226). PRO ENVI-
RONMENT VOTE: YES

8. Energy: Create Renewable Energy And Gas Mile-
age Standards- A national renewable electricity stan-
dard (RES) will substantially reduce global warming 
pollution while sparking a clean energy boom across 
the U.S. Extension of renewable energy production 
tax credits for four years and investment tax credits 
for 8 years will further help the burdgeoning renew-
ables industry. Increasing fuel economy standards for 
cars and light trucks to 35 mpg by 2020 would save 

1.1 million barrels of oil a day in 2020, save consum-
ers $22 billion at the gas pumps, and substantially re-
duce global warming pollution. The renewable fuels 
standard mandates the use of biofuels while ensuring 
that there are safeguards in place to protect the envi-
ronment and public lands. On December 7, 2007, by 
a vote of 53-42, the Senate failed to invoke cloture on 
an energy bill that included an RES, renewable tax in-
centives and increased fuel economy. (Roll Call #416). 
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

9. Energy: Extend Clean Energy Tax Incentives And 
Raise Gas Mileage Standards- Increasing fuel econ-
omy standards for cars and light trucks to 35 mpg 
by 2020 would save 1.1 million barrels of oil a day in 
2020, save consumers $22 billion at the gas pumps, 
and substantially reduce global warming pollution. 
The renewable energy production tax credit, the so-
lar investment tax credit, and other clean energy in-
centives are set to expire at the end of this year. Un-
less Congress and the President act soon, the bright 
light of the clean energy industry will likely be ex-
tinguished for the short term and potentially cost the 
U.S. economy an estimated 116,000 jobs according 

In June 2007 the Senate passed an Energy bill that 
included the first Congressional increase in fuel 
economy standards in over 30 years. 
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to the American Wind Energy Associa-
tion. On December 13, 2007, by a vote of 
59-40, the Senate rejected a motion for 
cloture to proceed to an energy bill that 
combines renewable tax incentives and 
increased fuel economy. (Roll Call #425). 
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

10. Energy: Allow Vote To Extend Clean 
Energy Tax Incentives For Economic 
Stimulus- As one of the fastest growing 
industries in the U.S., the clean energy 
industry is a shining light in an other-
wise lackluster economy. Unfortunately 
the renewable energy production tax 
credit and the solar investment tax credit  
are set to expire at the end of 2008. Un-
less Congress and the President act soon, 
the bright light of the clean energy in-
dustry will likely be extinguished for the short term 
and potentially cost the U.S. economy an estimated 
116,000 jobs according to the Solar Energy Industries 
Association. On February 6, 2008, the Senate rejected 
a motion for cloture on Senator Reid’s amendment to 
the Recovery Rebates and Economic Stimulus for the 
American People Act of 2008 by a 58-41 vote.  The 

clean energy incentives included in Senator Reid’s 
stimulus package would not only stimulate the econ-
omy in the short-term by continuing job creation and 
spurring investment, but also would help solve glob-
al warming and promote long-term development and 
growth in the clean energy technology industry. (Roll 
Call #8). PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

In June 2007 the Senate turned back an attempt to open up frag-
ile coastline to increased offshore drilling.
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

ALABAMA
1 Bonner (R) - - - + - - + - - - - - - 15%
2 Everett (R) + - - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
3 Rogers (R) + - - + - - A - - - - - + 23%
4 Aderholt (R) + - - - - - - A - - - - A 8%
5 Cramer (D) + + + - - + + - + + + + + 77%
6 Bachus (R) - A - - - A + - - A - - - 8%
7 Davis (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%

ALASKA
1 Young (R) - + - - - - - - - - A - - 8%

ARIZONA
1 Renzi (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
2 Franks (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
3 Shadegg (R) - - - - - - - - - A - - - 0%
4 Pastor (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Mitchell (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
6 Flake (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
7 Grijalva (D) + + A + + + + + + + + + + 92%
8 Giffords (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

ARKANSAS
1 Berry (D) + + + + + + - - + + + A + 77%
2 Snyder (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Boozman (R) - - - - - + - - - - - - - 8%
4 Ross (D) + + + - - + - - + + + + + 69%

CALIFORNIA
1 Thompson (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Herger (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
3 Lungren (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - A 0%
4 Doolittle (R) - + A - - - - - - - - - - 8%
5 Matsui (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
6 Woolsey (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + A 92%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

7 Miller (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Pelosi (D)* + * * * * * * + + * + * + *
9 Lee (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
10 Tauscher (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
11 McNerney (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
12 Speier (D) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
13 Stark (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
14 Eshoo (D) + A + + + + + + + + + + + 92%
15 Honda (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
16 Lofgren (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
17 Farr (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
18 Cardoza (D) + + + + + + + + + A + + + 92%
19 Radanovich (R) - - A - - - - - - - - - - 0%
20 Costa (D) + + + + + + - + + + + + + 92%
21 Nunes (R) - A - - - - - - - - A - - 0%
22 McCarthy (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
23 Capps (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
24 Gallegly (R) - + - + + - - - - - - - - 23%
25 McKeon (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
26 Dreier (R) - - A + + - - - - - - - - 15%
27 Sherman (D) + + + + + + + + + + + A + 92%
28 Berman (D) + A + + + + + + + + + + + 92%
29 Schiff (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
30 Waxman (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
31 Becerra (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
32 Solis (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
33 Watson (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
34 Roybal-Allard (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
35 Waters (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
36 Harman (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
37 Richardson (D) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + + + + N/A

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office

*The Speaker of the House 
votes at her discretion.
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

38 Napolitano (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
39 Sanchez (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
40 Royce (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
41 Lewis (R) - + - - + - - - - - - - - 15%
42 Miller (R) - - - - - - - - - - A A - 0%
43 Baca (D) + + + + + + + + + + + A + 92%
44 Calvert (R) A A - - + - - - - - - - - 8%
45 Bono (R) - A - + + + - + - - + - - 38%
46 Rohrabacher (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
47 Sanchez (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
48 Campbell (R) - - - + + - + - - - - - - 23%
49 Issa (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
50 Bilbray (R) - + - + + - + + - - - + - 46%
51 Filner (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
52 Hunter (R) - A - - - + - A A - - A - 8%
53 Davis (D) + + + + + A + + + + + + + 92%

COLORADO
1 DeGette (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Udall (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Salazar (D) + + + - + + - + + + + + + 85%
4 Musgrave (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
5 Lamborn (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
6 Tancredo (R) - A - - - - - A A - - - - 0%
7 Perlmutter (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

CONNECTICUT
1 Larson (D) + A + + + + + + + + + + + 92%
2 Courtney (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 DeLauro (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Shays (R) + + + + + + + + + + + - + 92%
5 Murphy (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

DELAWARE
1 Castle (R) + + + + + + + + + + + - + 92%

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1 Norton (D) N/A N/A A + + + + + N/A N/A N/A + N/A 86%

FLORIDA
1 Miller (R) - - - + + - - - - - - - - 15%
2 Boyd (D) + + + + + + - - - + - + + 69%
3 Brown (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Crenshaw (R) - - - + + - - A A - - - - 15%
5 Brown-Waite (R) + + - + + + - - - - - - A 38%
6 Stearns (R) - - - + + - + - - - - - - 23%
7 Mica (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - A 0%
8 Keller (R) - - - + + - + - - - - - A 23%
9 Bilirakis (R) - - - + + - + - - - - - - 23%
10 Young (R) - + - + + - + - - + - - - 38%
11 Castor (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
12 Putnam (R) - - - + + - - - - - - - - 15%
13 Buchanan (R) + - - + + + + - - - - - + 46%
14 Mack (R) - - - + + - - - - - - - - 15%
15 Weldon (R) - - - - - - - - - - - + - 8%
16 Mahoney (D) + + A + + + + - + + + + + 85%
17 Meek (D) + + + A + + + + + + + + + 92%
18 Ros-Lehtinen (R) + + - + + - + + - - + + + 69%
19 Wexler (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
20 Wasserman Schultz (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
21 Diaz-Balart (R) - + - + + - + + - - - - - 38%
22 Klein (D) + + + + + + + A A + + + + 85%
23 Hastings (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
24 Feeney (R) - A - + + - - - - - A A - 15%
25 Diaz-Balart (R) - + - + + - - + - - - - A 31%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office



Environment America Congressional Scorecard 2008 23

En
d 

Su
bs

id
ie

s 
Fo

r B
ig

 O
il 

A
nd

 F
un

d 
C

le
an

 E
ne

rg
y

Pr
ot

ec
t O

ur
 W

at
er

s 
Fr

om
 S

ew
ag

e 
O

ve
rfl

ow
Pr

es
er

ve
 F

un
di

ng
 fo

r G
lo

ba
l 

W
ar

m
in

g 
R

es
ea

rc
h

Pr
ot

ec
t C

oa
st

s 
Fr

om
 O

ff
sh

or
e 

D
ri

lli
ng

Pr
ot

ec
t C

oa
st

s 
Fr

om
 O

ff
sh

or
e 

D
ri

lli
ng

 
(2

nd
 V

ot
e)

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
Po

llu
tio

n-
R

ed
uc

tio
n 

G
oa

ls

Bl
oc

k 
Fu

nd
in

g 
fo

r N
ew

 R
oa

ds
 in

 
To

ng
as

s 
N

at
io

na
l F

or
es

t
C

re
at

e 
N

at
io

na
l R

en
ew

ab
le

 E
le

ct
ri

ci
ty

 
St

an
da

rd
C

re
at

e 
R

en
ew

ab
le

 E
ne

rg
y 

A
nd

 
En

er
gy

 E
ffi

ci
en

cy
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

Pr
ot

ec
t t

he
 G

ra
nd

 C
an

yo
n 

Fr
om

 T
ox

ic
 

M
in

in
g

Im
pr

ov
e 

G
as

 M
ile

ag
e 

St
an

da
rd

s 
&

 C
re

at
e 

R
en

ew
ab

le
 E

le
ct

ri
ci

ty
 

D
ef

en
d 

G
re

en
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

R
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
 In

 F
ed

er
al

 G
ra

nt
s

Ex
te

nd
 C

le
an

 E
ne

rg
y 

In
ce

nt
iv

es
 b

y 
C

ut
tin

g 
Su

bs
id

ie
s 

to
 B

ig
 O

il

Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

GEORGIA
1 Kingston (R) - - - - - - - - - - - A - 0%
2 Bishop (D) + + + + + + - - + + + + + 85%
3 Westmoreland (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
4 Johnson (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Lewis (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
6 Price (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
7 Linder (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
8 Marshall (D) - + + - + + + - - + - + + 62%
9 Deal (R) - - - - - - + - - - - A - 8%
10 Broun (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - - - - - - 0%
11 Gingrey (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
12 Barrow (D) - + + + + + + - - + - - - 54%
13 Scott (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%

HAWAII
1 Abercrombie (D) + + + - + + - + + + + + + 85%
2 Hirono (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

IDAHO
1 Sali (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
2 Simpson (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%

ILLINOIS
1 Rush (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Jackson (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Lipinski (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Gutierrez (D) + + + + + + A + + + A + + 85%
5 Emanuel (D) + A + + + + + + + + + + + 92%
6 Roskam (R) - + - - - - + - - - - - - 15%
7 Davis (D) + + + + + + + + + + + A + 92%
8 Bean (D) + + - - + + + + + + + + + 85%
9 Schakowsky (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
10 Kirk (R) + + - + + + + + + + + + + 92%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

11 Weller (R) - + - - + + - + - A - - - 31%
12 Costello (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
13 Biggert (R) - + - + + + + - - + - - - 46%
14 Foster (D) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
15 Johnson (R) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
16 Manzullo (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
17 Hare (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
18 LaHood (R) + + - + + + - A A - + - + 54%
19 Shimkus (R) - + - - - - - - - - - A - 8%

INDIANA
1 Visclosky (D) + + + - + + + + + + + A + 85%
2 Donnelly (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Souder (R) - - A - - - - - - - - - - 0%
4 Buyer (R) A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
5 Burton (R) A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
6 Pence (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
7 Carson (D) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
8 Ellsworth (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
9 Hill (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

IOWA
1 Braley (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Loebsack (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Boswell (D) + + + - + + - + + + + + + 85%
4 Latham (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
5 King (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%

KANSAS
1 Moran (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
2 Boyda (D) + + + - + + + + + + + + + 92%
3 Moore (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Tiahrt (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

KENTUCKY
1 Whitfield (R) - + - - - - + - - - - - - 15%
2 Lewis (R) - - - - - - - - - - - A - 0%
3 Yarmuth (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Davis (R) - - - A A A A - - - - - - 0%
5 Rogers (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
6 Chandler (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

LOUISIANA
1 Scalise (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
2 Jefferson (D) + + A - - + + + + + + A + 69%
3 Melancon (D) + + - - - + + - - + - + - 46%
4 McCrery (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
5 Alexander (R) - + - - - - - - - A - - - 8%
6 Cazayoux (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
7 Boustany (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%

MAINE
1 Allen (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Michaud (D) + + + + + + + + + + + - + 92%

MARYLAND
1 Gilchrest (R) + + + A A A A + + + A + + 62%
2 Ruppersberger (D) + + + + + + - + + + + + + 92%
3 Sarbanes (D) + + + + + + - + + + + + + 92%
4 Vacant Seat N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
5 Hoyer (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
6 Bartlett (R) + - + + + + + - + - - + - 62%
7 Cummings (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Van Hollen (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

MASSACHUSETTS
1 Olver (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Neal (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 McGovern (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

4 Frank (D) + + + + + + + + + A + + + 92%
5 Tsongas (D) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + + + + N/A
6 Tierney (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
7 Markey (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Capuano (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
9 Lynch (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
10 Delahunt (D) + + + + + + + + + + + A + 92%

MICHIGAN
1 Stupak (D) + + + + + + - - + + + + + 85%
2 Hoekstra (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
3 Ehlers (R) + + + + + + + + + + - + + 92%
4 Camp (R) - A - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
5 Kildee (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
6 Upton (R) - + - - - + + - + - - + - 38%
7 Walberg (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
8 Rogers (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
9 Knollenberg (R) + - - - - - - - + - - - - 15%
10 Miller (R) + + - - - - + - - - - - A 23%
11 McCotter (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
12 Levin (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
13 Kilpatrick (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
14 Conyers (D) + + A + + + + + + + + + + 92%
15 Dingell (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%

MINNESOTA
1 Walz (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Kline (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
3 Ramstad (R) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 McCollum (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Ellison (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
6 Bachmann (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
7 Peterson (D) + + + - + + - + + + + + + 85%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

8 Oberstar (D) + + + + + + - - + + + + + 85%
MISSISSIPPI

1 Childers (D) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
2 Thompson (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
3 Pickering (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
4 Taylor (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + + 85%

MISSOURI
1 Clay (D) + + + + + + A A A + + + + 77%
2 Akin (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
3 Carnahan (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Skelton (D) + + + - + + + A A + + + + 77%
5 Cleaver (D) + + A + + + + + + + + + + 92%
6 Graves (R) - + - - - - - A - - - - - 8%
7 Blunt (R) - - - - - - - A - - - - - 0%
8 Emerson (R) + + - - - - - - - - - - - 15%
9 Hulshof (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%

MONTANA
1 Rehberg (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%

NEBRASKA
1 Fortenberry (R) + + - - - + + + + + - - + 62%
2 Terry (R) - + - - - - + - - - - - - 15%
3 Smith (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%

NEVADA
1 Berkley (D) + + + + + + + + + - + A + 85%
2 Heller (R) - - - - - - - + - - - - - 8%
3 Porter (R) - + - - - + - + - - - - - 23%

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1 Shea-Porter (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Hodes (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

NEW JERSEY
1 Andrews (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

2 LoBiondo (R) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Saxton (R) + + + + + + + A A + - - + 69%
4 Smith (R) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Garrett (R) - - - A - - + - - - - - - 8%
6 Pallone (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
7 Ferguson (R) + + + + + + + + + + - - - 77%
8 Pascrell (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
9 Rothman (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
10 Payne (D) + + + A A A A + + + + + + 69%
11 Frelinghuysen (R) - - - + + + + + + + - - - 54%
12 Holt (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
13 Sires (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

NEW MEXICO
1 Wilson (R) - + - - - - - + - - - - - 15%
2 Pearce (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
3 Udall (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

NEW YORK
1 Bishop (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Israel (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 King (R) - + - - - + + + - - - - - 31%
4 McCarthy (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Ackerman (D) + + + + + + + + + A + + + 92%
6 Meeks (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
7 Crowley (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Nadler (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
9 Weiner (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
10 Towns (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
11 Clarke (D) + + + + + + + A A + + + + 85%
12 Velazquez (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
13 Fossella (R) - + - - - + - + - - - A - 23%
14 Maloney (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

15 Rangel (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
16 Serrano (D) + + + + + + - + + + + + + 92%
17 Engel (D) + + A + + + + + + + + + + 92%
18 Lowey (D) + + + + + + + A + + + + + 92%
19 Hall (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
20 Gillibrand (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
21 McNulty (D) + + + + + + + + + A + + + 92%
22 Hinchey (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
23 McHugh (R) + + - - - + - + + - - + - 46%
24 Arcuri (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
25 Walsh (R) + + - - + + - + + - - + - 54%
26 Reynolds (R) - + - - + - - - - - - - - 15%
27 Higgins (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
28 Slaughter (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
29 Kuhl (R) + + - - + - + + - - - + - 46%

NORTH CAROLINA
1 Butterfield (D) + + + + + + - + + A + + + 85%
2 Etheridge (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
3 Jones (R) + + - + + + + - - + - - - 54%
4 Price (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Foxx (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
6 Coble (R) - - - - - - + A A - - - - 8%
7 McIntyre (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
8 Hayes (R) + A - - - - - A A - + - + 23%
9 Myrick (R) - - - - - - + - - A - - - 8%
10 McHenry (R) A - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
11 Shuler (D) + + + + + + + + + A + + + 92%
12 Watt (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
13 Miller (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

NORTH DAKOTA
1 Pomeroy (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

OHIO
1 Chabot (R) - - - - + - + - - - - - - 15%
2 Schmidt (R) - + - - - - + A - - - A - 15%
3 Turner (R) - + - - + + - - - - - - - 23%
4 Jordan (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
5 Latta (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - - N/A
6 Wilson (D) + + + + + + + - + A + + + 85%
7 Hobson (R) - + - - + + - - - + - A - 31%
8 Boehner (R) - A - - - - - - - - - A - 0%
9 Kaptur (D) + + + + + + + + + A + + + 92%
10 Kucinich (D) + + + + + + + A A + + + + 85%
11 Jones (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + A 85%
12 Tiberi (R) - - - - + + + - - - - - - 23%
13 Sutton (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
14 LaTourette (R) - + - - - + + + + - - - - 38%
15 Pryce (R) - - - - + + + - - - - - - 23%
16 Regula (R) - + - - - - - - - + - - - 15%
17 Ryan (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
18 Space (D) + + + - - + + - + + + + + 77%

OKLAHOMA
1 Sullivan (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
2 Boren (D) - A - - - + - - - - - + - 15%
3 Lucas (R) A - - - - - - - - - A - - 0%
4 Cole (R) - - - - - - - - - - A - - 0%
5 Fallin (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%

OREGON
1 Wu (D) + + + + + + + + + + + A + 92%
2 Walden (R) - + - - + - - - - - + - - 23%
3 Blumenauer (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 DeFazio (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Hooley (D) + + + + + + + + + + A + + 92%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

PENNSYLVANIA
1 Brady (D) + + A + + + + + + + + + + 92%
2 Fattah (D) + + A + + + + + + + + + + 92%
3 English (R) - + - - - + + - - - - - - 23%
4 Altmire (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
5 Peterson (R) - + A - - - - - - - - - - 8%
6 Gerlach (R) + + - - + + + + + + + - - 69%
7 Sestak (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Murphy (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
9 Shuster (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
10 Carney (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
11 Kanjorski (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + + 85%
12 Murtha (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + + 85%
13 Schwartz (D) + + + + + A + + + + + + + 92%
14 Doyle (D) + + + - + + + + + + + + + 92%
15 Dent (R) + + - - - + + - + - - - - 38%
16 Pitts (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
17 Holden (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + + 85%
18 Murphy (R) - + - - - - + - - - - - - 15%
19 Platts (R) + + - - + + + + + + - + - 69%

RHODE ISLAND
1 Kennedy (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Langevin (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

SOUTH CAROLINA
1 Brown (R) - - - - - - + - - - - A - 8%
2 Wilson (R) - - - - + - - - - - - - - 8%
3 Barrett (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
4 Inglis (R) + - - - + + + - + - - + - 46%
5 Spratt (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
6 Clyburn (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

SOUTH DAKOTA

1 Herseth Sandlin (D) + + + - + + + + + - + + + 85%

TENNESSEE
1 Davis (R) - A - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
2 Duncan (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
3 Wamp (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
4 Davis (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + + 85%
5 Cooper (D) A + + - - + + + + + + + + 77%
6 Gordon (D) + + + - - + + - + + + + + 77%
7 Blackburn (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
8 Tanner (D) + + + - - + + - - + + + + 69%
9 Cohen (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

TEXAS
1 Gohmert (R) - - - - - - - - - A - - - 0%
2 Poe (R) - - - - - - + - - - - - - 8%
3 Johnson (R) A - - - - - - A A - - - - 0%
4 Hall (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
5 Hensarling (R) - - - - - - + - - A - - - 8%
6 Barton (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
7 Culberson (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
8 Brady (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
9 Green (D) + + + - + + + + + + + + + 92%
10 McCaul (R) - + - - - - + - - - - - - 15%
11 Conaway (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
12 Granger (R) - - - - - - - - - - A - - 0%
13 Thornberry (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
14 Paul (R) - - - - - - + A A A A A - 8%
15 Hinojosa (D) + + A - - + + A A + + + + 62%
16 Reyes (D) + + + - + + - + + + + + A 77%
17 Edwards (D) + + + - - + - - - + + + + 62%
18 Jackson Lee (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

19 Neugebauer (R) - A - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
20 Gonzalez (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + + 85%
21 Smith (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
22 Lampson (D) - + + - - + + - - + - - - 38%
23 Rodriguez (D) + + + - - + + + + + + + - 77%
24 Marchant (R) - A - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
25 Doggett (D) + A + + + + + + + + + + + 92%
26 Burgess (R) - - - - - - - - - A - - - 0%
27 Ortiz (D) + + + A A A A - + + A + - 46%
28 Cuellar (D) + + A - - + + + + + + + - 69%
29 Green (D) + + + - - + + - + + - + - 62%
30 Johnson (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
31 Carter (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
32 Sessions (R) - - - A A A A - - - - - - 0%

UTAH
1 Bishop (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
2 Matheson (D) + + + - - + + - - + + + A 62%
3 Cannon (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%

VERMONT
1 Welch (D) + + + + + A + + + + + + + 92%

VIRGINIA
1 Wittman (R) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A - - N/A
2 Drake (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%
3 Scott (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
4 Forbes (R) - - - - + - - - - - - A - 8%
5 Goode (R) - - - - - - - A A - - - - 0%
6 Goodlatte (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
7 Cantor (R) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0%
8 Moran (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
9 Boucher (D) + + + + + + + - + + + + + 92%
10 Wolf (R) + + - - + + + + + - - - - 54%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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Score 
20081 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

11 Davis (R) - - + - - + + A - A - + - 31%
WASHINGTON

1 Inslee (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
2 Larsen (D) + + + + + + - + + + + + + 92%
3 Baird (D) + + + + + + + + + + A + + 92%
4 Hastings (R) - + - - - - - - - - - - - 8%

5 McMorris Rodgers (R) - + A - - - - - - - - - - 8%

6 Dicks (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
7 McDermott (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Reichert (R) + + - + + + + + + + + + + 92%
9 Smith (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

WEST VIRGINIA
1 Mollohan (D) + + + - - + - - + + + + + 69%
2 Capito (R) + + - - - - + - - - - - - 23%
3 Rahall (D) + + + + + + + - + + + - + 85%

WISCONSIN
1 Ryan (R) - - - - - - + + - + - - - 23%
2 Baldwin (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
3 Kind (D) + + + - + + + + + + + + + 92%
4 Moore (D) + A + + + + + + + + + + + 92%
5 Sensenbrenner (R) - - - - - - + - - + - - - 15%
6 Petri (R) + + - + - + + - + + - - - 54%
7 Obey (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%
8 Kagen (D) + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100%

WYOMING
1 Cubin (R) - - - - - - - - - A A - - 0%

HOUSE
VOTES

Key
+  = Pro Environment Vote
-   = Anti Environment Vote
A   = Absent from Vote
P  = Voted “Present”
N/A  = Not Yet in Office
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HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
1. Energy: End Subsidies For Big Oil And Fund Clean 
Energy- More than 80% of America’s global warming 
pollution comes from fossil fuels.  Despite this, the oil 
and gas industries still get enormous subsidies from 
the federal government.  With gas prices rising closer 
and closer to $4 a gallon, profits for Exxon alone rising 
to about $40 billion, and natural gas prices skyrock-
eting, these industries need no more incentives for 
exploration or production.  The CLEAN Energy Act 
of 2007 shifts $18 billion in subsidies from the largest 
oil and gas companies to the emerging clean energy 
industries. On January 18, 2007, by a 264-163 vote, the 
House passed this bill that would start investing in 
America’s vast reserves of renewable energy resourc-
es and energy efficiency technologies. (Roll Call #40). 
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

2. Clean Water: Protect Our Waters From Sewage 
Overflow- Water quality in the U.S. has significantly 
improved since Congress passed the Clean Water Act 
in 1972.  EPA has projected that communities across 
the country will need to spend $300-$400 billion over 
the next 20 years to repair or upgrade sewage treat-
ment systems in order to sustain this progress.  The 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) provides 
necessary federal funding to help communities to 
make these improvements to their sewer systems.  
The Water Quality Financing Act of 2007 (H.R. 720) 
authorizes appropriations of $14 billion over the next 
four years for the Clean Water SRF.  On March 9, 2007, 
by a 303-108 vote, the House passed the Water Qual-
ity Financing Act (Roll Call #135).  PRO ENVIRON-
MENT VOTE: YES

3. Global Warming: Preserve Funding for Global 
Warming Research- After the Military Advisory 
Board, eleven retired three- and four-star admirals 
and generals representing all four branches of the 
U.S. Armed Forces, concluded that global warming 
poses a serious threat to national security, the intelli-
gence authorization bill (H.R. 2082) required the gov-
ernment to produce a National Intelligence Estimate 
on global warming.  Representative Peter Hoekstra 
(R-MI) offered an amendment to strike this require-
ment from the bill.  On May 11, 2007, the House re-
jected the amendment by a vote of 185-230 (Roll call 
#337).  PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: NO

4. Oceans: Protect Coasts From Offshore Drilling- 
Since 1982, Congress has protected America’s beach-
es and sensitive oceans from oil spills and the chronic 

pollution produced by oil and gas driling by passing 
an annual moratorium on expanding drilling to new 
areas. The moratorium, included in the annual Inte-
rior Department appropriation bill, was challenged 
by Rep. John Peterson (R-PA). The Peterson amend-
ment would have allowed drilling for natural gas as 
close as 25 miles off  all coasts. On June 26, 2007 the 
House defeated the Peterson amendment by a vote 
of 233-196 (Roll Call #552). PRO ENVIRONMENT 
VOTE: NO

5. Oceans: Protect Coasts From Offshore Drilling 
(2nd Vote)- Since 1982, Congress has protected Amer-
ica’s beaches and sensitive oceans from oil spills and 
the chronic pollution produced by oil and gas driling 
by passing an annual moratorium on expanding drill-
ing to new areas. The moratorium, included in the 
annual Interior Department appropriation bill, was 
challenged by Rep. Mike Conaway (R-TX). The Con-
away amendment would have removed the morato-
rium on oil and gas drilling off the eastern seaboard 
from Florida to Delaware starting three miles off our 
sensitive beaches. On June 26, 2007 the Conaway 
amendment was defeated by a vote of 264-167 (Roll 
Call #553). PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: NO

6. Global Warming: Maintain Pollution-Reduction 
Goals- The science is clear that we must quickly re-
duce global warming emissions from cars, power 
plants, and other sources in order to protect future 
generations from the worst effects of global warming.  
The Interior-Environment appropriations bill (H.R. 
2643) included a non-binding Sense of  the Congress 

In March 2007 the House passed legislation to 
increase funding to protect our waters from sewage 
overflow.
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resolution, calling for mandatory limits to “slow, stop, 
and reverse” global warming emisisons.  Representa-
tive Joe Barton (R-TX) offered a motion to strike the 
resolution from the bill.  On June 26, 2007, the House 
defeated the motion by a vote of 153-274 (Roll call 
#555).  PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: NO

7. Preservation: Block Funding for New Roads in 
Tongass National Forest- As the largest national for-
est in the country, Alaska’s Tongass National Forest is 
frequently seen as the crown jewel of the national for-
est system.  In 2001, much of the forest was protected 
by the Roadless Area Conservation Rule, which pro-
tected 58.5 million acres of roadless forests across the 
country.  In a lawsuit, the Bush administration settled 
with the State of Alaska to remove the Tongass from 
the Roadless Rule.  Still, there is a $10 billion back-
log in repairing and maintaining roads in national 
forests.  To stop taxpayer dollars from being used to 

build new roads in the Tongass National Forest, Rep-
resentative Robert Andrews (D-NJ) and Representa-
tive Steve Chabot (R-OH) introduced an amendment 
to the Interior Appropriations bill that would prevent 
the Forest Service from spending money on building 
new roads in the Tongass National Forest.  On June 
26, 2007, by a 283-145 vote, the House voted to pass 
the amendment (Roll Call #563). PRO ENVIRON-
MENT VOTE:  YES

8. Energy: Create National Renewable Electricity 
Standard- America is too dependent on dirty energy 
sources such as coal and nuclear power.  Twenty six 
states have now passed a renewable electricity stan-
dard to require an increasing amount of energy from 
clean renewable energy from the wind, sun, crops and 

other sources. A federal renewable electricity stan-
dard would spur investment in renewable energy, 
reduce global warming pollution and help us achieve 
a new, clean energy future. On August 4, 2007, by a 
vote of 220-190, the House passed an amendment by 
Representative Tom Udall (D-NM) to include a fed-
eral renewable electricity standard to the energy bill. 
(Roll Call #827). PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

9. Energy: Create Renewable Energy And Energy 
Efficiency Standards- America is too dependent on 
dirty energy sources such as coal and nuclear power. A 
renewable electricity standard  that requires states to 
increase their use of renewable energy such as wind, 
solar, biomass and geothermal is a proven policy that 
will spur investment in renewable technology, create 
new high paying green jobs and move us down the 
road towards a clean energy future. Energy efficiency 
is the quickest and cheapest way to make significant 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 
and increase our energy security. Ag-
gressive targets for strengthening federal 
building codes, reforming Department of 
Energy authority to issue energy efficien-
cy standards for appliance and equipment 
products, and establishing new efficiency 
standards for products such as light bulbs, 
dishwashers, and clothes washers would 
help us reduce our energy consumption 
and reduce our global warming emis-
sions. On August 4, 2007, by a vote of 241-
172, the House passed an energy bill that 
combines a renewable electricity standard 
with efficiency provisions. (Roll Call #832). 
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

10. Preservation: Protect the Grand Can-
yon From Toxic Mining- The Grand Can-

yon faces the growing threat of hardrock mining 
polluting the national park.  The rising price of gold 
and growing demand for uranium is pushing mining 
companies to stake claims next to Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park and other national parks across the West.  
The current mining law, known as the 1872 Mining 
Law, leaves the government powerless to stop al-
most any mine, regardless of the impact to parks, for-
ests, or any public lands.  To reform the 136 year old 
law, Representative Nick Rahall (D-WV) introduced 
H.R. 2262, The Hardrock Mining and Reclamation 
Act of 2007 which would protect the Grand Canyon 
from toxic mining.  On November 1, 2007, by a 244-
166 vote, the House voted to pass the bill (Roll Call 
#1033).  PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

In November 2007 the House voted to protect the Grand Can-
yon from toxic mining.



Environment America Congressional Scorecard 2008 37

11. Energy: Improve Gas Mileage Stan-
dards And Create Renewable Electric-
ity Standard- America is too dependent 
on dirty energy sources such as coal and 
nuclear power.  A national renewable elec-
tricity standard will substantially reduce 
global warming pollution while sparking 
a clean energy boom across the U.S. Ex-
tension of renewable energy production 
tax credits for four years and investment 
tax credits for 8 years will further help the 
burdgeoning renewables industry. Increas-
ing fuel economy standards for cars and 
light trucks to 35 mpg by 2020 would save 
1.1 million barrels of oil a day in 2020, save 
consumers $22 billion at the gas pumps, 
and substantially reduce global warming 
pollution. New efficiency standards for 
products such as light bulbs, dishwash-
ers, and clothes washers help us reduce 
our energy consumption and reduce our 
global warming emissions. On December 6, 2007, by 
a vote of 235-181, the House passed an energy bill that 
combines a renewable electricity standard, renewable 
tax incentives, increased fuel economy and efficiency 
provisions. (Roll Call #1140). PRO ENVIRONMENT 
VOTE: YES

12. Energy: Defend Green Building Requirements 
In Federal Grants- Buildings consume about 40 per-
cent of the total energy used in the United States, and 
are responsible for about 40 percent of all U.S. carbon 
dioxide emissions.  The initial building design and 
construction provides the best and most cost-effec-
tive opportunity to deploy energy-efficient features 
that will last for the lifetime of the building and save 
energy and reduce costs The HOPE VI Improvement 
and Reauthorization Act of 2007, H.R. 2534, required 
federally-funded housing developments and com-
munity revitilizations for the low income, frail and 
elderly to meet residential and commercial buildings 
criteria for efficiency. On January 17, 2008, by a 169-
240 vote, the House defeated an Amendment offered 
by Representative Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) that 
would have weakened these provisions by making 
them voluntary, deleted the definition of specific 
green criteria and goals and allowed the Secretary to 
choose any private industry backed standard for vol-
untary compliance even if the standard has little pub-
lic health or environmental benefit. (Roll Call #16). 
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: NO

13. Energy: Extend Clean Energy Incentives by Cut-
ting Subsidies to Big Oil- America gets 86% of its 

energy from dirty fossil fuels.  Despite this the oil and 
gas industries still get enormous subsidies from the 
federal government.  With gas prices rising closer and 
closer to $4 a gallon, profits for Exxon alone rising 
about $40 billion, and natural gas prices skyrocket-
ing these industries need no more incentives for ex-
ploration or production.  The Renewable Energy and 
Energy Conservation act of 2008 shifts some of these 
subsidies from the largest oil and gas companies to 
the emerging clean energy industries. On February 
27, 2008, by a 236-182 vote, the House passed this bill 
that extend critical tax incentives to encourage de-
velopment of America’s vast reserves of renewable 
energy resources and energy efficiency technologies. 
By harnessing renewable energy sources like wind, 
solar, and clean biofuels, we can secure our economy 
and create jobs. By promoting technologies to save 
energy, we can dramatically reduce our dependence 
on oil and save consumers money. (Roll Call #84). 
PRO ENVIRONMENT VOTE: YES

In February 2008 the House passed legislation to extend criti-
cal tax incentives to encourage development of America’s vast 
reserves of renewable energy resources and energy efficiency 
technologies.
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Environment Arizona 
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2 N. Central Ave., Ste. 170-486
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Environment California 
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Environment Colorado 
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(303) 573-3871
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Environment Connecticut 
198 Park Rd., 2nd Fl.
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(860) 231-8842
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Environment Georgia 
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info@environmentgeorgia.org

Environment Illinois
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(515) 243-5835
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Environment Maryland 
3121 St. Paul St., Suite 26
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Boston, MA 02108
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Environment Michigan 
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Environment New Hampshire 
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Environment New Jersey 
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Environment New Mexico 
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Environment Oregon 
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Portland, OR 97214
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(215) 732-5897
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info@environmenttexas.org

Environment Virginia
107 5th Street SW Suite A
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