
 
 
 
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy   
FR: Ben Hellerstein, Environment Massachusetts  
RE: Testimony in Support of S. 2019 and H. 3901, Acts Relative to Net-Metering and in 
Opposition to S. 2030, An Act Reducing the cost of Solar Power Through Increased 
Competition 
Tuesday, March 11th, 2014  

 
 
On behalf of our more than 50,000 members and activists across the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, Environment Massachusetts appreciates the opportunity to testify today.    
 
We offer our strong support for S. 2019 and H. 3901, which make modifications to the 

state’s net metering program to quickly eliminate an important obstacle to the rapid growth of 
solar and other local and renewable power options, while establishing a process for fully valuing 
the benefits that clean, renewable distributed generation provides to the grid, our environment 
and our local economy. 

 
We also urge you to reject S. 2030, which would introduce an arbitrary minimum bill for 

net-metered customers, singling out the cost of net metering with no consideration for the value 
that onsite renewable energy provides to the grid.   
 

Environment Massachusetts has been building support to quadruple the state’s solar goals, 
the equivalent of putting solar panels on 150,000 rooftops by 2020. We can achieve this goal 
with a strong solar standard and with the continuation of programs that have helped solar 
succeed in Massachusetts. 

 
Over the past two years, we have spoken to more than 100,000 residents in all parts of 

Massachusetts about solar energy. We can attest that solar energy enjoys tremendous public 
support. People like it because it is clean and local and because it is an energy source that has no 
fuel costs. They also like it because it is a potent symbol of a smarter and cleaner energy future 
for Massachusetts. In addition to strong public support, solar is supported by a broad range of 
stakeholders, including businesses, local officials, and civic organizations, as you can see from 
those present at today’s hearing.   

   
Solar is on the rise in Massachusetts. In 2007, when Governor Patrick announced a goal 

of getting 250 MW of solar installed within 10 years, many doubted it was achievable.  Last May, 
we surpassed that goal and in 2013, Massachusetts more than doubled its solar capacity, to more 
than 450 MW. Forward-thinking policies, including the solar carve-out (SREC program), net-



metering, Commonwealth Solar, and Solarize Massachusetts, together with strong public and 
institutional support and demand for solar energy, have made Massachusetts a national solar 
leader.  

 
Our recent report, Lighting the Way: What We Can Learn from America’s Top Solar 

States, highlighted Massachusetts as a solar leader. Our state ranked seventh in the nation for 
installed solar through 2012. Last year, only three states installed more solar than Massachusetts, 
showing what can be done with smart policies and a strong commitment from the top. The 
progress we’ve made to date should give us the confidence that we can continue to grow solar 
energy in Massachusetts.   

 
In the short term, the best thing the state can do it is provide stability and certainty by 

maintaining and expanding existing programs, including net metering and the SREC program.   
 

Onsite solar has a value that goes beyond the cost of electricity. As you consider this bill 
and any solar policies in the future, we urge you to recognize:  

• The value of solar and distributed generation (in reduced peak demand, avoided 
transmission and distribution costs, and enhanced resiliency of the grid, particularly on 
high demand days); 

• The environmental and local economic benefits of solar; and 
• The importance of expanding and maintaining access across sectors and classes of 

customers, including residential and small business customers, multi-family dwellings, 
local governments, and other institutions.   
 
There is no doubt that Massachusetts has made great strides in promoting solar energy. 

Now is the time to secure our place as a national leader for solar. 
 
For this reason, we urge you to support S. 2019 and H. 3901, sponsored by Senator 

Petrucelli and Representative Smizik.  By providing a short-term fix to the net metering cap, 
these bills play a small but critical role in maintaining stability for the solar energy sector, while 
setting up a process for evaluating the environmental, economic and societal value of distributed 
and onsite renewable energy. 

 
At the same time, we urge you to reject S. 2030; which would undercut one of the 

Commonwealth’s most successful solar programs.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer our comments.  Please do not hesitate to contact 

me at 617-747-4368 if you have any questions.   
 

	  


