ENVIRONMENT

B A Putrid Potien

— Pollution in Minnesota’s waterways —

1. Half of Southern Minnescta’s lakes and streams are teo polluted for fishing
and swimming.!

2. Polluters discharged 16.9 million pounds of texic chemicals into the Upper
Mississippi River Watershed in 2012.2

3. Flint Hills Resources Pine Bend (a whelly-cwned subsidiary of Koch
Industries) alone dumped 651,931 pounds of toxie pollutants into a tributary
of the Upper Mississippi River in 20143

b, 1,60% of Minnesota’s waterways suffer from toxic mereury build-up in fish*

5.  Even the most remote lakes in Minnescta are infused with synthetic chemieals
such as antibicties, cosmetie products, and insect repellants.’

6.  Sediment is filling in Lake Pepin at 10 times its natural rate, 2 consequence
of widespread loss of wetlands, intensified agrieultural activity, farmland diteh-
building, and increased urban development.®
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7.  E. Coli and/or fecal coliform contarinate 533 of Minnescta’s watenways.”

8.  Asian carp have already entered Minnesots.’

9. At the Hastings Dam south of Minneapolis, Mississippi River nitrate
concentrations increased 46% from 1976 to 2005 and have remained high
ever since.’

10, 73% of the nitregen pollution in Minnescta waterways comes from eropland, 2
pollution source exempt from federal Clean Water Act protections,'

M.  Minnescta ranks 7t in the nation in number of animals being raised on
fad'org f‘aurms.11

12.  Polluted water from Minnesota’s first propesed copper-nickel mine will last
hundreds of years,”

13.  New 51% of Minnesota streams once again lack clear protection under the
Clean Water Act after a federal court impesed a nationwide stay on the
EPA’s Clean Water Rule earlier in October.™
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