
December	19,	2016		
	
President	Barack	Obama	
The	White	House	
1600	Pennsylvania	Avenue	NW		
Washington,	DC	20500		
	
Dear	President	Obama,	
	
We,	the	undersigned	faculty	and	administrators	from	campuses	across	the	country,	are	writing	to	
thank	you	for	all	you	have	done	to	help	protect	public	lands	and,	as	we	celebrate	the	Centennial	of	
the	National	Park	Service,	we	call	on	you	to	permanently	protect	the	Grand	Canyon	and	
surrounding	land	by	creating	the	Greater	Grand	Canyon	Heritage	National	Monument.	
	
We	are	blessed	with	beautiful	places	all	across	the	country,	but	the	Grand	Canyon	is	a	special	
American	icon.		Its	scenic	vistas	are	unparalleled;	it	is	home	to	wildlife	from	bighorn	sheep	to	the	
endangered	California	condor;	it	is	a	great	place	for	hiking,	camping,	and	white	water	rafting.	In	
addition,	the	Canyon	and	surrounding	lands	contain	sites	sacred	to	the	Native	American	
community,	and	the	Colorado	River	and	its	tributaries	that	flow	through	the	Canyon	provide	
drinking	water	for	over	38	million	people.	
	
With	over	5.5	million	visitors	last	year	alone	the	Grand	Canyon	also	sustains	thousands	of	jobs	and	
generates	$300	million	in	economic	activity.		
	
As	members	of	the	campus	community	we	know	how	critical	it	is	for	young	people	to	have	the	
experience	of	getting	out	into	nature	and	the	opportunity	to	appreciate	the	great	value	that	our	
public	lands	have	to	offer.	
	
Unfortunately,	the	Grand	Canyon	is	threatened	by	uranium	mining	---	including	a	new	mine	just	6	
miles	away	from	the	Canyon’s	southern	entrance.		Uranium	mining	has	already	left	a	toxic	legacy	
within	the	national	park	and	nearby	mining	will	only	do	more	of	the	same	putting	at	risk	water	
supplies,	wildlife	and	our	families’	health.	
	
During	your	first	term,	you	worked	with	then-Secretary	of	the	Interior	Ken	Salazar	to	put	a	
temporary	moratorium	on	new	uranium	mining.	We	are	calling	on	you	today	to	permanently	
protect	1.7	million	acres	surrounding	the	Grand	Canyon	and	the	Canyon	itself	by	creating	the	
Greater	Grand	Canyon	Heritage	National	Monument.	
	
As	part	of	the	celebration	of	the	100th	anniversary	of	the	National	Park	Service,	we	urge	you	to	
protect	the	lands	surrounding	the	Grand	Canyon	and	the	Canyon	itself	from	harmful	uranium	
mining.	Together	we	can	make	sure	our	students,	our	families	and	future	generations	will	have	the	
opportunity	to	experience	the	wonders	of	the	Grand	Canyon	region	for	the	next	100	years.			
	
Sincerely,	



	
Arizona		
Arnim	Wiek,	Associate	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
Joshua	MacFadyen,	Assistant	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
Edward	Hackett,	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
LaDawn	Haglund,	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
Mark	Klett,	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
Paul	Hirt,	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
Daniel	Childers,	Professor,	Arizona	State	University	
Kaitlin	Noss,	Prescott	College	
Brooke	Brody,	Prescott	College	
Rebecca	Davis,	Prescott	College	
Stephanie	Salvador,	Prescott	College	
Suzanne	Morse,	Prescott	College	
Richard	Presicci,	Prescott	College	
Bill	Garrett,	Prescott	College	
Walt	Anderson,	Prescott	College	
Doug	Brown,	Prescott	College	
T.	Anne	Dabb,	Prescott	College	
Michael	Belt,	Prescott	College	
Terril	Shorb,	Prescott	College	
Zoe	Hammer-Tomizuka,	Prescott	College	
Ernesto	Mireles,	Prescott	College	
Rick	Medrick,	Prescott	College	
Jen	Brown,	Prescott	College	
Mary	Poole,	Prescott	College	
Joel	Barnes,	Prescott	College	
Victoria	Rose	Brusaferro,	Prescott	College	
Molly	Bigknife	Antonio,	Prescott	College	
	
Colorado	
Fred	Cheever,	Co-Director	of	the	Environmental	and	Natural	Resources	Law	Program,	University	of	
Denver	
Esteban	Gomez,	Professor,	University	of	Denver	
Gregory	Robbins,	Associate	Professor,	University	of	Denver	
Carol	Jo	Larkin,	Associate	Professor	of	the	Practice	of	Law,	University	of	Denver	
Paul	Sutton,	Professor,	University	of	Denver	
Nancy	Wadsworth,	Professor,	University	of	Denver	
Rachel	Walsh,	Associate	Professor	of	Italian,	University	of	Denver	
Karen	Albright,	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	Denver	
William	Philpott,	Associate	Professor	of	History,	University	of	Denver	
George	Bolling,	Senior	Instructor	of	Geography	and	Environmental	Studies,	University	of	Denver	
Courtney	Schultz,	Professor,	Colorado	State	University	
Tony	Becker,	Assistant	Professor,	Colorado	State	University	



Stephanie	Malin,	Assistant	Professor,	Colorado	State	University	
Phil	Cafaro,	Professor	of	Philosophy,	Colorado	State	University		
Ashley	Anderson,	Professor,	Colorado	State	University		
Bernard	Rollin,	Professor,	Colorado	State	University		
Mark	Malone,	Professor	of	Teaching	and	Learning,	College	of	Education,	University	of	Colorado,	
Colorado	Springs	
Andrea	Birgham,	Assistant	Professor	of	Leadership,	Research,	and	Foundations,	University	of	
Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Jeremy	Clark,	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
David	Walker,	Faculty,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Colm	Wren,	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Virginia	Rawds	,	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Taay	Killingsworth,	Instructor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Pat	McGuire,	Associate	Professor,	Teaching	and	Learning,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Jeffrey	Montez	de	Oca,	Associate	Professor	of	Sociology,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Christina	Ellis	Frischmann,	Professor	of	History,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Jason	Maxwell,	Assistant	Director	of	Admissions,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Matthew	Cox,	Executive	Director	of	Enrollment	Management,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	
Springs	
Carole	Huber,	Senior	Instructor	of	Geography,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Stacy	Platt,	Instructor,	Visual	Arts,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Murray	Ross,	Instructor	and	Director	of	Theatreworks,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Stephen	Suh,	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Sherwyn	Morreale,	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Kevin	Gilford,Office	of	Sustainability,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Esther	Lamidi,	Assistant	Professor	of	Sociology,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Crista	Hill,	Graduate	Recruitment	and	Retention	Specialist,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	
Springs	
Carlos	Duarte,	Instruction	Librarian	and	Instructor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Henriikka	Weir,	Assistant	Professor	School	of	Public	Affairs,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	
Springs	
Dale	DeBoer,	Chair,	Associate	Professor	of	Economics,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Lauren	Kinnee,	Visiting	Professor	of	Visual	and	Performing	Arts,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	
Springs	
Karin	Larkin,	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Catherine	Grandorff,	Instructor	-	English,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Heather	Albanes,	Associate	Professor	of	Sociology,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Christina	Jimenez,	Associate	Professor	of	History,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Chris	Bairn,	Lecturer	of	History,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Diep	Dao,	Assistant	Professor	of	History,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
T.	S.	Kalkur,	Department	Chair,	Professor	of	Electrical	and	Computer	Engineering,	University	of	
Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Joe	Cvary,	Professor,	University	of	Colorado,	Colorado	Springs	
Corina	McKendry,	Assistant	Professor,	Colorado	College	



Shawn	Worthy,	Associate	Professor,	Metropolitan	State	College	of	Denver	
Andrea	Maestrejuao,	Professor,	Metropolitan	State	College	of	Denver	
Frederick	Chambers,	Associate	Professor,	University	of	Colorado	at	Denver	
Jamie	Hodgkins,	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	Colorado	at	Denver	
Christopher	Meloche,	Associate	Professor	of	Biology,	Metropolitan	State	College	of	Denver	
Joel	Thompson,	Assistant	Professor,	Community	College	of	Denve	
Paula	Del	Rey,	Adjunct	Instructor,	Community	College	of	Denver	
Fleur	Ferro,	Associate	Professor	of	Biology,	Community	College	of	Denver	
	
Maine	
Mary	Roberts,	Professor,	University	of	New	England	
Hattie	Stiles,	Professor,	University	of	Southern	Maine	
Raymond	Dumont,	Professor,	University	of	Southern	Maine	
Tracy	Michaud	Stutzman,	Professor,	University	of	Southern	Maine	
Joseph	Staples,	Professor,	University	of	Southern	Maine	
Sara	Ghezzi,	Professor,	University	of	Southern	Maine	
Elizabeth	Applin,	Professor,	Southern	Maine	Community	College		
	
Minnesota	
George	Vrtis,	Associate	Professor	of	Environmental	Studies	and	History,	Carleton	College	
Mark	Kanazawa,	Professor	of	Economics,	Carleton	College	
Richard	Keiser,	Professor	of	Political	Science,	Carleton	College	
Kevin	Wolfe,	Visiting	Assistant	Professor	of	African/African	American	Studies	and	Religion,	
Carleton	College	
Tricia	Ferrett,	Professor	of	Chemistry,	Carleton	College	
Robert	Dobrow,	Professor	of	Mathematics	and	Statistics,	Carleton	College	
Martha	Larson,	Manager	of	Campus	Energy	and	Sustainability,	Carleton	College	
Rod	Squires,	Associate	Professor,	Department	of	Geography,	Environment	and	Society,	University	
of	Minnesota	
Kathryn	Grace,	Assistant	Professor,	Department	of	Geography,	Environment	and	Society,	
University	of	Minnesota	
David	Wilkins,	McKnight	Presidential	Professor	of	American	Indian	Studies,	University	of	
Minnesota	
	
Missouri	
David	Crossley,	Professor	of	Geophysics,	Saint	Louis	University	
Dimitri	Ioannides,	Professor	of	Human	Geography,	Missouri	State	University	
David	Galat,	Cooperative	Associate	Professor	Retired,	University	of	Missouri	
Alan	Whittington,	Professor	of	Geological	Sciences,	University	of	Missouri	
Erika	Gibb,	Professor,	University	of	Missouri	-	St.	Louis	
Laura	Miller,	Ei'ichi	Shibusawa-Seigo	Arai	Endowed	Professor	of	Japanese	Studies	and	Professor	of	
Anthropology,	University	of	Missouri	-	St.	Louis	
Nathan	Means,	Professor	of	Biology,	Columbia	College	
Frank	Somer,	Chair,	Dept.	of	Physical	and	Biological	Sciences,	Columbia	College	



Lee	Liu,	Professor,	University	of	Central	Missouri	
David	Diamond,	Director	-	Missouri	Resource	Assessment	Partnership	(MoRAP),	University	of	
Missouri	-	Columbia	
Mark	Morgan,	Associate	Professor,	University	of	Missouri	-	Columbia	
Himadri	Chakraborty,	Associate	Professor,	Northwest	Missouri	State	University	
Joseph	Adegoke,	Professor,	University	of	Missouri	-	Kansas	City	
Rita	Parai,	Assistant	Professor,	Washington	University	in	St.	Louis	
Michael	Wysession,	Professor,	Washington	University	in	St.	Louis	
	
Montana	
David	Ayala,	Assistant	Professor,	Montana	State	University	
Josef	Verbanac,	Instructor,	Montana	State	University	
Wyatt	Cross,	Associate	Professor	of	Ecology,	Montana	State	University	
Mary	Hubbard,	Professor,	Montana	State	University	
Scott	Samuels,	Professor	of	Biological	Sciences,	University	of	Montana	
	
New	Jersey	
Michael	Brogan,	Associate	Professor	of	Political	Science,	Rider	University	
Carlton	Wilkinson,	Adjunct	Professor	Music	Department,	The	College	of	New	Jersey	
Rebecca	Li,	Assistant	Professor	of	Anthropology	and	History,	The	College	of	New	Jersey	
Holly	Didi-Ogren,	Assistant	Professor	of	Anthropology,	The	College	of	New	Jersey	
Terrence	Byrne,	Associate	Professor	of	Communications,	The	College	of	New	Jersey	
Barbara	Nitzberg,	Assistant	Director	of	International	Students	and	Faculty,	Monmouth	University	
Amanda	Brockiede,	Director	of	Leadership	Programs,	Monmouth	University	
Tim	Tracey,	Research	Associate,	Monmouth	University	
Michael	Thomas,	Associate	Dean,	Monmouth	University	
Frank	Cipriano,	Professor,	Monmouth	University	
Nicole	Martinez,	Assistant	Director,	Educational	Opportunity	Fund,	Monmouth	University	
Emma	Caban,	Assistant	Director	of	Undergraduate	Studies,	Monmouth	University	
Jackelin	Santiago,	Professor,	Monmouth	University	
Ryan	Tetro,	Instructor,	Monmouth	University	
Tiffany	Medley,	Lecturer,	Monmouth	University	
Melissa	Ziobro,	Professor,	Monmouth	University	
Brooke	Nappi,	Lecturer,	Monmouth	University	
Jeffrey	Weisburg,	Specialist	Professor,	Monmouth	University	
Miriam	Shakow,	Associate	Professor,	The	College	of	New	Jersey	
Janet	Morrison,	Professor,	The	College	of	New	Jersey	
	
New	Mexico	
Kelly	Van	Andel,	Adjunct	Professor	Religious	Studies	Program,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Allan	Hazlett,	Philosophy	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Eva	Lipton,	Program	Specialist/Assistant	Director	English,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Sarah	Townsend,	English	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Tehnuka	Ilanko,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	



Gary	Weissmann,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Maya	Elrick,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Leslie	McFadden,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Laura	Crossey,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Karl	Karlstrom,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Ian	Maddieson,	Temporary	Faculty	of	Linguistics,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Caroline	Smith,	Associate	Professor	of	Linguistics,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Katherine	Ulrich,	Temporary	Faculty:	Religious	Studies	Program,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Kendra	Koivu,	Assistant	Professor	Political	Science,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Deborah	McFarlane,	Professor	of	Political	Science,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Si-Ming	Zhang,	Research	Associate	Professor,	Biology	Dept.,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Cheryl	Martin,	Graduate	Program	Coordinator,	Biology	Dept.,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Kim	Eichhorst,	Research	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Lindsay	Worthington,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Niame	Adele,	Professor	of	Sociology,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Mike	Rocca,	Political	Science	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Wirt	Wills,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Wendy	Hansen,	Political	Science	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Chandra	Bales,	Research	Scientist	at	the	Earth	Data	Analysis	Center,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Constantine	Hadjilambrinos,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Les	Field,	Professor	of	Anthropology,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Adrian	Brearley,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Coen	Adema,	Associate	Professor	Biology,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Angela	Salazar,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Jocelyn	DeHaas,	Visiting	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Christopher	Butler,	Political	Science	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Maria	Vélez,	Associate	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Steve	Stricker,	Professor,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Shannon	McCoy	Hayes,	Program	Manager	CETI,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Tim	Krebs,	Professor/Political	Science	Department	Chair,	University	of	New	Mexico	
Rossana	Sallenave,	Extension	Aquatic	Ecology	Specialist,	New	Mexico	State	University	
John	Wright,	Professor,	Department	of	Geography,	New	Mexico	State	University	
Carol	Campbell,	Associate	Professor	and	Department	Head,	Department	of	Geography,	New	
Mexico	State	University	
Christopher	Brown,	Associate	Professor,	Department	of	Geography,	New	Mexico	State	University	
Daniel	Dugas,	Associate	Professor,	Department	of	Geography,	New	Mexico	State	University	
Joni	Newcomer,	Manager	of	Environmental	Policy	and	Sustainability,	New	Mexico	State	University	
Nicole	Harings,	Adjunct	Professor,	New	Mexico	State	University	
Ken	Boykin,	Associate	Professor,	New	Mexico	State	University	
	
Ohio	
Konrad	Dabrowski,	Professor,	Ohio	State	University	
Alia	Dietsch,	Assistant	Professor	in	Parks,	Protected	Areas,	Natural	Resources	Management,	Ohio	
State	University	



Rattan	Lal,	Professor	of	Soil	Science,	Ohio	State	University	
Suzanne	Gray,	Assistant	Professor	of	Aquatic	Physiological	Ecology,	Ohio	State	University	
Earl	Harrison,	Professor	of	Human	Nutrition,	Ohio	State	University	
Sandy	Shew,	Director	of	Research	Computing	Services,	Ohio	State	University	
Alison	Lefkovitz,	Fellow	at	the	Center	for	Historical	Research,	Ohio	State	University	
Kristen	Gremillion,	Professor	of	Anthropology,	Ohio	State	University	
John	Brooke,	Professor	of	History;	Director	of	the	Center	for	Historical	Research,	Ohio	State	
University	
Adam	Thomas,	Junior	Faculty	Fellow,	Department	of	Psychology,	Ohio	State	University	
Jeremy	Brooks,	Assistant	Professor,	Ohio	State	University	
Nancy	Ettlinger,	Professor	of	Geography,	Ohio	State	University	
Tom	Henshaw,	Lecturer,	Ohio	State	University	
Eugene	Braig,	Program	Director,	Aquatic	Ecosystems,	Ohio	State	University	
Ed	McCoy,	Associate	Professor	of	Soil	Physics,	Ohio	State	University	
Kathy	Smith,	Program	Director,	Forestry,	Ohio	State	University	
Nicholas	Basta,	Professor	of	Soil	and	Environmental	Chemistry,	Ohio	State	University	
Emilie	Regnier,	Associate	Professor	of	Horticulture	and	Crop	Science,	Ohio	State	University	
Francesca	Hand,	Assistant	Professor	of	Ornamental	&	Turf	Pathology,	Ohio	State	University	
Brian	Lower,	Associate	Professor	of	Environmental	Microbiology,	Ohio	State	University	
Noah	Aydin,	Professor	of	Mathematics,	Kenyon	College	
Read	Baldwin,	Associate	Professor	of	Art,	Kenyon	College	
Bogdan	Popa,	Visiting	Assistant	Professor	of	Politics,	Oberlin	College	
Karla	Hubbard,	Professor	of	Geology,	Oberlin	College	
Kristina	Mani,	Associate	Professor	of	Politics,	Oberlin	College	
Chris	Howell,	Professor	of	Politics,	Oberlin	College	
John	Petersen,	Paul	Sears	Professor	of	Environmental	Studies	and	Biology,	Oberlin	College	
Wendy	Hyman,	Associate	Professor	of	English,	Oberlin	College	
Cynthia	Frantz,	Professor	of	Psychology,	Oberlin	College	
	
Washington	
Yen-Chu	Weng,	Environmental	Studies	Lecturer,	University	of	Washington	
Purnima	Dhavan,	Associate	Professor,	University	of	Washington	
Casey	Saenger,	Research	Scientist,	University	of	Washington	
Yolande	Serra,	Senior	Research	Scientist,	University	of	Washington	
Elizabeth	Wheat,	Professor,	University	of	Washington	
Robert	Breidenthal,	Professor,	University	of	Washington	
Stephen	Meyers,	Assistant	Professor,	University	of	Washington	
	


