To President Trump,

As doctors, nurses and others in the medical field, we urge swift action to address the harms of
hydraulic fracturing. A rapidly expanding scientific body of evidence indicates our environment and
health are put at risk from fracking; according to a recent review of over 1000 fracking-related studies,
the vast majority of studies conclude the drilling practice threatens our health, our clean air, and clean
water.

Given the severity of fracking’s impacts, it is no surprise that opposition among the public has grown in
the United States. Over 500 communities across the country have taken action to stop fracking, and a
recent Gallup poll conducted in March of 2016 found that a majority of Americans now oppose the
practice.

The full cycle of fracking operations uses vast quantities of chemicals known to harm human health,
produce billions of gallons of toxic wastewater annually, and create health-threatening air pollution
while emitting huge amounts of methane, a greenhouse gas 86 times more powerful than carbon
dioxide over the course of 20 years.

Threatening our drinking water — Across the country, fracking wastewater has leaked from wells or
retention ponds putting drinking water at risk. In Pennsylvania, regulators confirmed at least 280
instances of well contamination from fracking since 2007.

Polluting our air — Air pollution from fracking contributes to the creation of smog, which reduces lung
function among healthy people, triggers asthma attacks, and has been linked to increases in school
absences and hospital visits. Other pollutants from fracking have been linked to cancer and other
serious health effects.

Contributing to global warming —in 2014, bringing new fracked wells into production released at least
5.3 billion pounds of methane into the atmosphere, the equivalent of 22 coal-fired power plants. Recent
studies suggest methane emissions from fracking are much higher than previously thought. In North
Texas for example, emissions are at least 90 percent higher than government estimates.

Putting at risk our most vulnerable citizens — a recent report by Environment America Research & Policy
Center found that there are over 650,000 children in nine states across the country that go to school
within one mile of a fracked well. Additionally, there are 236 nursing care providers and 103 hospitals
within the same distance. This is especially concerning considering children and the elderly are
particularly vulnerable to health risks, and research shows that people who live near fracking sites are at
an increased risk of health problems.

In light of the foregoing, we urge this administration to acknowledge fracking’s risks to human health
and take immediate steps to address its threats including:

Call for closing loopholes that exempt the fracking industry from key elements of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and
the National Environmental Policy Act

Begin the transition away from fossil fuels by prohibiting new fracking on federal lands

Finalize methane standards for new and existing fracking operations



Ultimately the only solution to this toxic health threat is to ban fracking entirely and accelerate our
transition to 100% renewable energy, but the severity of fracking’s impacts make it a moral imperative

to take fast action now to better protect our health, environment, and families living on fracking’s

frontlines.
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Kelsey Rivers, Community Health Student
Danielle Shelton, Data Analyst

Esther Thatcher, Nurse

Jennifer Welham, Senior Vice President
Ron Yahil, MPH Student

Maria Zacharias, Director of Communications,
National Eye Institute

Washington

Robert Gabriel, Licensed Mental Health
Counselor

Irene Willey, Retired RN

Miae Aramori, Program Manager

Gabe Moaalii, Health Promotion Coordinator IlI
Thomas Miskovsky, Doctor

Patricia Parsley, Doctor

Alyce Fritch, Nurse

T J Thompson, Doctor

Kuise Cook, Nurse

Erica Soellins, RN

West Virginia
Danae Bixler, Director, Infectious Disease
Epidemiology

Wisconsin

Paul Novak, fitness instructor

Elizabeth Abbs, Medical Student (MDc)
Kjirsten Anderson, MPH Student

R. Daniel Duquette, Chair of Department of
Health Education and Health Promotion
Melanie Tatge, Public Health
Educator/Accreditation Coordinator
Maureen Juracich, BSN, RN, Nurse
Kathleen King, PA

Others
Kay Thomas, Nurse
Ray Bellamy, MD, Doctor

Elizabeth Songalia, Nurse

Jan Hunter, Nurse

Wendy Keen, Nurse

Charles Phillips, Paramedic

John Nelson, Nurse

Alice Shields, psychotherapist

Don Hon, Nursing Home Administrator
Abbe Muller, Nurse

Gay Ferguson, Nurse

CL Milko, Nurse

Jerry Orr, Psychologist - Retired

Ken Gibb, Doctor

Caroline Cotugno, Recreation Assistant for
Rehabilitation Facility

Paul Greenough, Doctor

Rachel C, CMT

Virgene Link-New, Doctor

Jane Shabtaie, Nurse

Joyce Weir, Dental Hygienist

Cam Taylor, Doctor

Danny Lum, Counselor

Michael O'Brien, Doctor

Jonn Riordan, Mental Health Counselor
Celeste Anacker, Massage Therapist
Reevyn Aronson, Retired Clinical Laboratory
Scientist

Kathy Bluhm, RN

Vicky Brandt, Researcher

Haven Doane, Doctor (Dentist) — Retired
Martha Eberle, R.N., Critical Care

Elaine Fischer, Patient Advocate
Georgia Griffin, Doctor

Karen Heinemann, Medical student
Donald Leisman, Christian Science Nurse and
Christian Science Practitioner

Bhavana Lymworth, Licensed Massage
Practitioner

Dorothy Madritch, OR staff RN - Retired
Lawrence Magliola, Retired Physiologist
Deborah McArthur-Wicks, Veterinarian
Joan McGrath, RN

Sharon Miller, Social Worker

Shannon Mitchell, COO

Vincent Patti, Psychotherapist/Social Worker



Fay Payton, Staff RN (Public Health and Surgery)
- Retired

Dina Pearl-Thomas, Caregiver/ Meditation
Instructor

Laurie Perry, RN

Taen Scherer, Marriage and Family Therapist
Mary Ellen Shields, MD

Doreen Siracusano, Retired Physician Assistant
Constance Stephens, RN BSN OCN

Cornelia Teed, Registered Nurse

Michael Tilander, Wellness Manager

Zorina Weber, RN, Home Health — Retired
Jeanne Kwong, MPH Health Educator



