
Progress made on campaign to save bees
Your support gives bees 
a fighting chance
The repercussions of a dying bee population 
impact our food chain immensely—no other 
animal species plays a more important role 
in pollinating the fruits and vegetables we 
take for granted on a daily basis. 

Yet for too long, we’ve been allowing the 
use of too many bee-killing pesticides on 
our farms and fields. 

In order to “save” our farms and food from 
pests, we’ve risked destroying the bees that 
make our farms and food possible. How 
long are we willing to keep taking that risk? 
Especially when we rely on bees for so much 
of our food and more bee species are facing 
extinction? 

You can help ban toxic pesticides
Our citizen outreach staff has spoken with 
more than 833,000 people from Washington 
state to Washington, D.C., mobilizing more 
than 330,000 supporters to call on the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to ban the 
worst bee-killing pesticides.

And we’ve made progress worth celebrating! 
Several states have taken action to limit the 
use of neonicotinoids, or neonics, one of the 
main chemical threats to bees. 

In Maryland, the Pollinator Protection Act 
limits the use of neonics to those that have 
been trained to use the pesticide; and last 
fall Minnesota announced plans to require 
growers who want to apply neonics to their 
crops or plants to provide a “verification 
of need” to the Department of Agriculture 
before doing so.

The next step for bee conservation
Connecticut, Oregon and other states are 
also taking important steps, but at the end 
of the day, we need the EPA to act in order 
to ensure we aren’t killing off bees with 
unnecessary pesticides. You can help make 
this a reality with your continued support of 
Environment Massachusetts. 

You also may have seen the news that seven 
bee species were added to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s endangered species list 
for the first time ever. This is just one more 
sign that we’re running out of time to ban 
bee-killing pesticides and save the bees from 
extinction.
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We need your help to protect the bees. Take action 
online to urge the EPA to ban neonics:

www.EnvironmentMassachusetts.org

        We rely on bees to pollinate most of the food we 
take for granted every day—from almonds to 
apples to coffee. 

Your Winter Report

   Last November, Environment America joined coalition partners to deliver 120,000 
public comments from supporters like you to the Dept. of the Interior in support of 
listing the rusty patched bumble bee as an endangered species.

take action
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A conservation legacy we can all be proud of
Over his presidency, President Obama built up a robust conservation legacy, des-
ignating new national monuments and protecting special places across the nation. 

We’re proud to have supported the president in these efforts by mobilizing mem-
bers and supporters to stand up for their favorite natural places, and calling for 
the protection of national and state parks from threats like mining and drilling. 
And we couldn’t have done any of this without the support of members like you. 

Last August, on the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, President 
Obama topped off his legacy by creating the Katahdin Woods and Waters National 
Monument to protect more than 87,000 acres in Maine. With your support, we 
also called on the president to protect the unique natural and cultural heritage of 
the Grand Canyon from uranium mining. In the new year, thanks to your support, 
we’ll continue standing up for wilderness areas and the range of species living there. 
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  Jacqueline Meyncke-Risch, global warming campaign organizer with 
Environment Massachusetts, spoke to a reporter from WWLP 22 News about 
the success of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.

Our communities are saving money and the planet
Last fall, Environment Massachusetts Research & Policy Center released our 
report, “Carbon-Cutting Success Stories,” which highlights communities and 
businesses that have benefitted from clean energy funding through the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). 

We released the report at an event featuring public health experts from the Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public Health and the Boston University School of Public 
Health. Your support allowed us to mobilize dozens of health professionals to speak 
out about the link between climate change and health problems, and the need to 
take rapid action to reduce pollution from power plants.

The case studies highlighted show how RGGI is working to help homeowners, 
businesses and institutions save energy, save money, and do their part to preserve 
a livable climate. To accelerate this progress, leaders in Massachusetts and other 
states should strengthen RGGI to reduce emissions twice as quickly.

Environment Massachusetts  www.EnvironmentMassachusetts.org/newsletters

You make the difference

The 2016 election results offer more 
evidence, as if we needed it, of our divided 
politics.

But Americans still breathe the same air. 
We still drink the same water and eat 
the same foods. We still love the same 
mountains, rivers, parks, beaches and other 
special places.

When faced with challenges to our 
environment, our decisions and actions 
should be guided by our shared values, our 
common sense and the best advice our 
scientists have to offer us. These aren’t 
blue-state principles or red-state principles. 
They’re American principles, shared by 
tens of millions of people.

In the weeks and months to come, your 
action and support will be critically 
important. And we are more grateful than 
ever for both. Thanks, as always, for making 
all of this vital work possible.

Ben Hellerstein
Director



50 Steps Toward Carbon-
Free Transportation

In August, Environment Massachusetts 
Research & Policy Center released “Re-
newable Communities,” a report featuring 
the results of a survey of 191 Massachusetts 
cities and towns that are going big for 
clean energy.

The report presents data on local clean 
energy and energy efficiency programs, 
highlights some of the towns and cities 
that are doing the most on clean energy, 
and identifies steps that our leaders can 
take to move Massachusetts more quickly 
toward 100 percent renewable energy.

Municipalities that are leading the way on 
renewables include:
• Northampton, which initiated a 

3.3-megawatt solar project on the 
city’s former landfill;

• Worcester, which has completed an 
energy audit of its 171 municipal 
facilities and invested $75 million in 
energy efficiency measures; and

• Gloucester, which purchases net me-
tering credits from two wind turbines 
within city limits, saving $750,000 in 
energy costs since 2012.

A precedent for clean energy
For decades, Massachusetts has been a 
leader in promoting clean energy and 
fighting climate change. A statewide com-
mitment to 100 percent renewable energy 
would continue Massachusetts’s record 
of climate leadership and set a positive 
example for other states to follow.

The good news, as “Renewable Com-
munities” shows, is that Massachusetts’s 
communities are already leading the way 
toward 100 percent renewable energy.

Solar capacity has increased more than 
200 fold in Massachusetts since 2006, 
and 42.9 percent of the communities re-
sponding to our survey had installed solar 
panels on at least one municipal building 
or property. Additionally, 16.8 percent of 
the cities and towns surveyed had installed 
another renewable energy technology 
such as wind, hydroelectric or geothermal.

We’re also improving energy efficiency 
with new technologies. Some of the most 
common energy-efficiency measures ad-
opted by municipalities include upgrading 
to LED or high-efficiency fluorescent 
lighting fixtures, and installing high-ef-
ficiency heating and cooling equipment.

You can keep us moving forward 
With support from you, Environment 
Massachusetts Research & Policy Center 
is calling on leaders at the local, state, and 
national level to commit to a goal of 100 
percent renewable energy. Solar energy 
could provide twice as much electricity 
as the entire state uses each year, and the 
development of offshore wind farms could 
produce enough electricity to meet the 
state’s needs 11 times over.

Massachusetts has the resources, the 
technology, and the know-how to obtain 
100 percent of the energy we need from 
clean, renewable sources. Shifting to 100 
percent renewable energy would make 
our communities safer and healthier while 
boosting the state’s economy and creating 
local jobs.

America and the world must re-
duce emissions of greenhouse gases 
immediately and dramatically if we 
are to prevent the worst impacts of 
global warming.

America’s transportation system 
has emerged as Climate Enemy No. 
1, with cars, trucks and other vehi-
cles now representing the nation’s 
largest source of carbon pollution, 
and the country producing more 
transportation-related carbon pol-
lution per capita than any other 
major industrialized nation.

There is hope, however. New 
technologies and emerging social 
trends—from the resurgence of 
interest in walkable neighborhoods 
to advances in electric vehicles—
create new opportunities to move 
the nation toward a zero-carbon 
transportation system, and to do 
it in ways that improve our health 
and well-being and support a vi-
brant economy. 

To get there, America must re-
imagine our transportation policies 
and empower cities and states to 
implement effective solutions. In 
October, Environment Massachu-
setts Research & Policy Center 
and Frontier Group released a 
new report, “50 Steps Toward Car-
bon-Free Transportation,” which 
lists 50 common-sense policy re-
forms to help achieve a zero-carbon 
transportation system.

You can read the report at:
 www.EnvironmentMassachusettsCenter.org.
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Explore more online

Massachusetts’s clean 
energy all-stars
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  Environment Massachusetts Research 
& Policy Center Director Ben 
Hellerstein released our “Renewable 
Communities” report in Holyoke, 
Mass., with Andrew Smith, conservation 
and sustainability director for the 
City of Holyoke, and others.

Read the full report at www.
EnvironmentMassachusettsCenter.org.
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   Help us spread the word about the monarch’s 
decline so we can give this beautiful creature a 
fighting chance. 

Go the extra mile for the monarch
Last fall, monarch butterflies made their amazing 3,000-mile winter migration. Unfortunately, in 
recent years, monarch populations have decreased by 90 percent since their peak in the mid-90s. 
To make sure this migration won’t be one of their last, we all need to go the extra mile for these 
beautiful creatures.

One cause of this decline is the destruction of milkweed, the monarchs’ habitat and main food source, 
due to increases in the use of toxic herbicides like Roundup. To protect monarchs from this chemical 
threat, Environment Massachusetts is calling on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to list them as a 
threatened species under the Endangered Species Act—a strategy that has a 99 percent success rate.

We’ve had great success with the campaign so far-with more than 30,000 people joining us in taking 
action online and reaching more than 400,000 people on Facebook—and we’ve only just begun. If 
we build enough public support, we can give the monarchs a fighting chance. 

Join the million monarch migration: 
www.savethemonarch.org

Donate online at:  
www.EnvironmentMassachusetts.org
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294 Washington St., Ste. 500
Boston, MA 02108 
(617) 747-4400 

Environment Massachusetts

Environment Massachusetts

Our mission
We all want clean air, clean 
water  and open space. 
But it takes independent 
research and tough-minded 
advocacy to win concrete 
results for our environment, 
especially when powerful 
interests stand in the way of 
environmental progress. 

That’s the idea behind 
Environment Massachusetts, 
Incorporated, a project of 
Environment America, Inc. 
We focus on protecting 
Massachusetts’ air, water and 
open space. We speak out 
and take action at the local, 
state and national levels to 
improve the quality of our 
environment and our lives. 
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