
THE BENEFITS OF THE 
CLEAN CAR STANDARDS

Clean car standards reduce the carbon pollution that contributes to climate change. 

Transportation is now the country’s largest source of greenhouse gas emissions, and 

cars, SUVs, and pickup trucks contribute the most within this sector. 

The clean car standards are the most effective national policy we have on the books 

to reduce dangerous carbon pollution nationwide. The standards are set to double 

fuel economy and cut global warming pollution in half for vehicles sold in 2025. 

REDUCING CLIMATE POLLUTION

T h e  c l e a n  c a r  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  t h e  a u t o  

i n d u s t r y  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e d u c e  p o l l u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e c t o r .  S i n c e  

p a s s e d  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  h a v e  s a v e d  c o n s u m e r s  m o n e y ,  r e d u c e d  p o l l u t i o n ,  

a n d  s p u r r e d  i n n o v a t i o n .  

I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  E P A  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  m i d t e r m  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  

c l e a n  c a r  s t a n d a r d s ,  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o u t  t o  2 0 2 5  a r e  a c h i e v a b l e ,  

a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  w o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  p l a c e .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

h o u r s  o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  s t a k e h o l d e r  i n p u t .  I n  M a r c h  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  T r u m p  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e c i d e d  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  m i d t e r m  r e v i e w  a n d  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  

e v a l u a t i o n ,  w i t h  p l a n s  t o  w e a k e n  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  s t a n d a r d s .  

R o l l i n g  b a c k  t h e  c l e a n  c a r  s t a n d a r d s  i s  t h e  w r o n g  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  o u r  n a t i o n .  

By boosting fuel efficiency, America’s clean car standards save families money. 

America’s drivers have already saved more than $50 billion at the pump thanks to 

these standards.  Everybody saves when their cars are more efficient—but low- 

income and middle-income people, who spend more of their earnings on 

transportation, benefit the most. 

Consumer’s Union found that when the current standards are fully implemented in 

2025, consumers could save $3,200 per car and $4,800 per truck over the lifetime of 

their vehicle.  So far, Virginians have saved at least $870 million thanks to the clean 

car standards. 

SAVING CONSUMERS MONEY
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ACHIEVABLE AND EFFECTIVE
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Our clean car standards are achievable and working. We need to move forward on 

cleaning up our cars, not reverse the progress we are set to achieve. The public 

wants and supports the standards, and they are crucial to reducing emissions. In 

fact, clean car standards have helped cut health-threatening pollution from cars 

and trucks by about 90 percent since 1998. 

The overwhelming majority (87%) of Americans support automakers building 

cleaner, more efficient cars, pickup trucks, and SUVs.  Republicans and Democrats 

alike strongly favor common-sense clean car standards. 

To date, automakers have met these standards. Independent data shows that they 

have the technology to continue meeting the standards into the future. The auto 

industry has always been a leader in innovation, starting from the concept of the 

American assembly line. These common-sense standards are protecting our health 

and climate from dangerous pollution, saving billions of gallons of fuel, and saving 

Americans money. Automakers need to keep moving forward to deliver more 

efficient cars for the American people.  
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