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Our members make the difference

None of our work would be possible without the passion, energy and 
support of people like you, who are standing up in Georgia and all 
across the country to protect the places and people we love.

It’s been quite a year. Climate scientists agree it’s more critical than ever that we act immediately to reverse the effects of 
climate change and transition to a carbon-free world—and  yet we have an administration in the White House that seems 
bent on taking us in the opposite direction. Sometimes it feels like we’re under attack on all fronts. 

But I’ve never been prouder of the work we’ve done together, nor more optimistic about what we can continue to 
accomplish. You stood up for our water, our air, our beloved special places and our future. Thanks to you and the hard 
work of our staff and partner groups, we’re doing big things at all levels and showing the world that the American people 
are committed to a cleaner, greener future—even if our president and Congress refuse to lead. 

You came through for the places we love, flooding the Department of the Interior with comments in support of our 
national monuments. You helped us convince governors, mayors, and business and community leaders to uphold our 
commitments under the Paris Climate Agreement. You helped us make the case for a 100 percent renewable future.

In this report, you’ll learn more about the things we were able to accomplish last year with your help. Our power to make 
real progress toward a cleaner, greener future comes from the passion and dedication of millions of concerned citizens like 
you. 

As we begin another year, I’m excited for all we can accomplish together. Thank you for what you make possible. You are, 
quite literally, saving the world.

Sincerely,



Defend Our Environment
For the past 50 years, America has enjoyed cleaner air, cleaner water and better protected public 
lands thanks to environmental laws and other protections. In 2017, as the Trump administration 
and new Congress sought to dismantle this legacy, we stood in defense of our environment.

Defend the EPA
When President Trump proposed a budget that would slash EPA 
funding by nearly one-third, Environment America launched 
a campaign to defend the agency from crippling budget cuts. We 
gathered thousands of public comments to show the White House 
that most Americans want more protections for our health and 
environment, not fewer. Environment Georgia Research & Policy 
Center published “Rough Waters Ahead” a series of reports 
examining the impact of EPA budget cuts on our waters.

Defend the environment in court
When the government has failed to enforce protections for air 
and water, Environment Georgia, our national network, and our 
partners at the National Environmental Law Center have stepped 
in to hold polluters accountable and take them to court when they 
break the law.

In Texas, our sister group Environment Texas won a $19.95 million 
settlement last April against ExxonMobil for thousands of violations 
of the Clean Air Act, and a case against Pasadena Refining for similar 
violations is in progress. Environment Florida filed suit against 
Pilgrim’s Pride, the world’s second largest chicken producer, for 
polluting the Suwannee River. In Pennsylvania, PennEnvironment 
is taking on the world’s largest steel company, ArcelorMittal, for 
showering Pittsburgh-area neighborhoods with emissions of soot, 
acidic gases and noxious odors. Our national network’s lawsuits have 
resulted in more than $250 million in court-ordered penalties and 
pollution reduction actions.

Top: In March, National 
Environmental Law Center’s Heather 
Govern (middle) and Environment 
Florida’s Jennifer Rubiello (right) 
announced a lawsuit against 
Pilgrim’s Pride. 

Bottom: Environment New Mexico’s 
Sanders Moore (middle) spoke at 
an event recognizing New Mexico 
Senator Martin Heinrich (right).
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   Clean Energy Advocate Michelle Kinman of our affiliate, Environment California, 
held a 12-city press tour in support of 100 percent renewable energy in California.

   Clean Energy Program Director Rob Sargent visited 
Block Island, R.I. for the opening of America’s first 
offshore wind farm.

America’s first offshore wind farm, Block Island, R.I.

Clean, Green & Renewable 
In a greener, healthier world, we would conserve more, use the energy we have more wisely 
and efficiently, and rely only on sources of energy that are clean, renewable and tread lightly 
on the planet. In the past year, we took concrete steps to move closer to the world we want 
to live in. 



Renewable energy on the rise 
Renewable energy on the rise
Burning oil, gas and coal has polluted our air, water and land for 
decades, and it’s changing our climate even faster than scientists 
feared. The good news is that renewable energy is growing faster 
than experts predicted. We can have healthier communities today 
and leave our children a cleaner, more livable tomorrow, but only 
if we turn our backs on the dirty technologies of the past and 
commit to a 100 percent renewable future.

A decade of progress on renewable energy
According to a report titled “Renewables on the Rise,” released 
in July by Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center, the 
future is bright for renewable energy. Wind turbines and solar 
panels were novelties 10 years ago, but today they are everyday 
parts of America’s energy landscape. Energy-saving LED light 
bulbs cost $40 apiece as recently as 2010; today, they cost a few 
dollars at the local hardware store. Electric cars and batteries that 
store excess energy on the grid seemed like far-off solutions just 
a few years ago; now, they are poised to break through into the 
mass market.

The report found that America produces nearly eight times 
as much renewable electricity from the sun and the wind as it 
did in 2007. Last March, for the first time ever, wind and solar 
produced 10 percent of America’s electricity. At the same time, 
the average American uses 10 percent less energy than a decade 
ago, due in great part to improvements in energy efficiency.

You helped us make the case for 100 percent
Last year, with your help, Environment Georgia and our allies succeeded in passing a resolution through the Atlanta 
City Council that commits the city to getting 100 percent of its electricity from clean and renewable sources by 
2035. We followed that victory with a forum in Athens, where we worked with the University of Georgia’s Office of 
Sustainability to hold a discussion on the possibility of a 100 percent renewable Athens.

Meanwhile, we’re working with our national network to make progress at every level. And there’s good news 
coming out of Washington, D.C. Last year, Sens. Jeff Merkley (Ore.), Ed Markey (Mass.), Bernie Sanders (Vt.), and 
Cory Booker (N.J.) introduced the “100 by ‘50 Act” into the U.S. Senate, with a House companion bill following 
a few months later. The bill would put in place a comprehensive plan to ramp up renewable energy and energy 
efficiency while halting the development of fossil fuel infrastructure, putting the United States on a path to achieve 
100 percent renewable energy by 2050.

Our affiliates in California and Massachusetts worked to build support for legislation to commit those states to 100 
percent renewable energy, and cities including Portland, Ore. and Philadelphia joined Atlanta in making 100 percent 
renewable commitments.
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America now produces 
seven times more 
wind power than 
it did in 2007.
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Solar energy 
production in the 
United States 
grew 43-fold 
since 2007. 



Clean Water
The waterways that Americans love should be clean, safe and beautiful. In 2017, we defended 
the Clean Water Rule, which protects 2 million miles of streams, launched our effort to Get 
the Lead  Out of school drinking water supplies, and worked with nearly 200 local watershed 
groups through our Clean Water Network.

   In March, Environment Georgia Clean Water Program Director John 
Rumpler (middle) and local water advocates from other states met with the 
Environmental Protection Agency in Washington, D.C., to raise concerns about 
proposals to weaken clean water protections.

   In February, Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center 
released “Get the Lead Out,” drawing attention to the threat 
of lead in our schools and preschools.



In defense of clean water
When President Trump moved to roll back protections for 2 million miles of streams that help provide drinking water 
for 117 million Americans, Environment Georgia was ready to stand up for our waters. We mobilized immediately 
to push back against the repeal, rallying support across the country to defend the Clean Water Rule and other key 
environmental protections.

Our clean water team enlisted hundreds of business and political leaders to voice their support for the Clean Water 
Rule. Our state leaders submitted op-eds and letters to the editor to dozens of local papers, as well as national media 
outlets like The New York Times and CNBC.

“Clean water is vital to our ecology, our health and our quality of life,” said Environment Georgia Clean Water 
Program Director John Rumpler. “Repealing the Clean Water Rule turns the mission of the EPA on its head.”

“Get the Lead Out”
Four years ago, the tragedy in Flint, Mich., stunned the 
nation. We watched the drinking water of an entire city 
become contaminated with lead. And now we know this 
toxic threat extends well beyond Flint to communities across 
the country —including in our schools and preschools.

Last February, Environment Georgia Research & Policy 
Center released “Get the Lead Out,” a report showing 
the alarming prevalence of lead contamination in school 
drinking water. The information publicly available is still very 
limited, but what’s available paints a grim picture: The report 
found evidence of lead contamination in schools all across 
the country, including right here in Georgia. 

Clean Water Network
Every day, we hear stories of new threats to the waterways 
that are critical to our health and quality of life. That’s why 
we and our affiliates around the country formed the Clean 
Water Network. A project of Environment America Research 
& Policy Center, the Clean Water Network (CWN) is a 
nationwide coalition of nearly 200 local clean water groups 
working to protect the waterways we love. 

Last year, CWN member group Shenandoah Riverkeeper 
celebrated a victory protecting the Shenandoah from waste 
treatment plant pollution, and Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy doubled the Hach-Otis Sanctuary and State 
Nature Preserve in Ohio by preserving approximately 80.5 
acres of land.
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No Bees, No Food
Bees are dying off at an unsustainable rate, with alarming consequences for our environment 
and our food supply. Scientists point to several causes of bee colony collapse, including 
climate change, parasites and pesticide use. We’re working to save bees and other pollinators 
by banning the use of neonicotinoids—a class of pesiticides linked to bee die-offs. After all, 
when bees pollinate everything from apples to strawberries to the alfalfa used to feed dairy 
cows, we know it’s bees, not pesticides, that make our farms and food possible. 

Give bees a chance
Neonicotinoids (neonics) are the most widely used class of pesticide 
in the country, yet big agrichemical companies are using them 
more and more. That’s why Environment Georgia worked hard 
last year to educate the public on the need to ban these bee-killing 
pesticides. Over the summer, we held events like bee-friendly BBQs 
and picnics to drive home how much we count on bees for the 
foods we eat every day.

This summer, Environment Georgia and our allies gathered and 
delivered more than 164,000 public comments from people like you 
who called on the Environmental Protection Agency to carefully 
review and declare a moratorium on four bee-killing neonics.

The Bee Friendly Food Alliance
In 2017, we launched the Bee Friendly Food Alliance to unite chefs, 
restaurant owners and other leaders in the food industry to save the 
bees. The alliance keeps our allies updated on the problems facing 
bees and provides opportunities to make their voices heard by the 
public and decision-makers.

More than 30 restaurants joined us for National Pollinator Week 
in June to educate customers, highlight the contributions of bees 
through food and drink specials, and spread the word through 
social media. 

Top:  Our national network held 
events all over the country to raise 
awareness about the importance of 
bees and the problems they face.

Bottom: Our staff delivered public 
comments  from citizens to the 
Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, D.C., calling for a ban 
on bee-killing pesticides.



Conservation
From the Grand Canyon to the Everglades, our parks, forests and public lands are a beloved 
part of our natural heritage. They’re the places we visit with friends and family to hike, bike, 
fish and open our eyes to the wonders of the great outdoors. Last year, our public lands faced 
threats like never before, as the Trump administration and some members of Congress pushed 
shortsighted plans to open these sensitive landscapes to dirty and dangerous development.

You stood up for our national monuments
America’s outdoors are part of what make this country special. 
So when President Trump ordered a review of 27 of our national 
monuments, from Katahdin Woods and Waters in Maine to Giant 
Sequoia in California, you spoke out.

Environment Georgia and our coalition partners helped de-
liver more than 2.7 million of your public comments to the 
Department of the Interior, calling on the president and Sec-
retary of the Interior Ryan Zinke to preserve our monuments.  

While Secretary Zinke ultimately did not revoke any of our 
monuments’ protected status, he recommended weakening 
protections for Bears Ears National Monument and nine others, 
potentially opening those lands up for mining and drilling. In the 
new year, we’ll continue to defend these special places and keep our 
public lands in public hands.

You said no to offshore drilling
From Exxon-Valdez to Deepwater Horizon, we’ve seen time and 
again that when you drill, you spill. That’s why Environment Georgia 
and our national affiliates have stood strong against efforts by the 
Trump administration to open the Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans 
to expanded offshore drilling. We engaged coastal communities 
and Americans from Alaska to Florida to send a clear message to 
Washington, D.C.: Our oceans should be preserved, not sold off to 
the highest bidder. 

Top: Environment Georgia and our 
allies delivered more than 2.7 million 
public comments to the Department 
of the Interior, calling on them to 
save our monuments.

Bottom: In April, President Trump 
signed an executive order to allow 
expanded offshore drilling in the 
Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans.
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The Grand Canyon



Environment Georgia supporters
Citizen support is the cornerstone of Environment Georgia. Thousands of Georgians supported 
Environment Georgia, Inc., a project of Environment America, Inc., Environment Georgia Research & Policy 
Center, Inc., and/or Environment Georgia’s connected political action committee, Environment America 
Voter Action, by making contributions in fiscal year 2017. The members listed below were particularly 
generous in backing the organizations’ research and advocacy. Names that appear in italics denote 
Monthly Supporters.

Development Committee
The following members supported Environment Georgia and/or Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center with 
contributions of $1,000 or more.

Robert Fowler • Barbara Giebelhaus • Doug Grimmett • Scott Overcarsh • Theresa Perenich • Michael Petelle • Douglas 
H. Phelps • Scott Satterwhite & Patricia Stern • Todd Weinert

Patrons
The following members supported Environment Georgia and/or Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center with 
contributions between $500 & $999.

Catherine Carter • Mati Chessin • Sean Coy & Katherine Pettigrew • Eli Flournoy • John Graham • David Gylfe • Tatiana 
Hamrick • Anne Harper • Jane Horton • Alison Mawle • Richard Patterson • Robert Platt & Ruth Arwood • Dorothy Powers • 
Angela Sharp • Nalini Singh • Brigitte & Shelton Stanfill • Rebecca & Hugh Stone

Partners
The following members supported Environment Georgia and/or Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center with 
contributions between $250 & $499.

Hilary & Jeff Adams • Susan Allen • Stacey & James Anderson • Brad Baer • Jepette & Wayne Bailer • Leslie Bassett • Elisabeth 
Bergman & Joel Lindsey • David Bittner • Wendy Bleiler • Stefan Boettcher & Cynthia Willett • Hannah Bower • Mary Boyle 
• Michelle Bray • Nicole Brookins • Montana & Casey Busch • Laura Cadenhead & Mike Sheehan • Ruby Calloway • Martha 
Clabby • James Coley • David Crosland • Shelley Cummings • Tammie Cummings • Clark & Helen Cunningham • Edward 
Davenport • Mary Jo Deal • Mahlon DeLong • Thais & Carlos Diaz • Sheila & Vincent Dollard • Don Drury • Annemarie 
Eades • Michael Edwards • Gary Elder • Alysann Fackler • Jeremy Faughtenberry & Sarah Densmore • Richard Field • Matthew 
Fogt & Tamara Derosia • Maurie Freed & Ted Ayllon • Barbara & Otto Froehlich • Kay & Patrick Golan • Gwendolyn Gould • 

Janice Hall • Sabra Hanson-Holladay & Jerry Holladay • Jon Harbert • Franca Nucci Haynes • Phillip Hodges •  
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Katherine Hopkins • Joseph & Maureen Hunt • Ann & Rodney Hunter • Mark Issa • Marta Jimenez • Marcie 
Jones • Michelle & Travis Jones • Heather Joys • Kaylee Kasper • Rina & Eddie Keslev • Barry & Phyllis Koch • Melissa & Matthew 
Lassiter • Laurie Lehrich • Mary Lester • Wade Levering & Sharon Kishbaugh • Gary Lewis • Gary Ludi • Harry Martens • Cristin 
& Geoff Meeker • Mary Mellein • Donald Moreland • Alice & Virginia Nisbet • Cabot Norton • Taylor Pershing • Erica Peterson • 

Terry Puffinburger • Tim Purtill • Mary Lynn & Matthew Realff • Donna Reed • Clare & Migel Richardson • Vicki & Joe Riedel • 

Cliff Riviere • Keith Ruth • Clint Schaum & Martha Gerscheski • Michael Sena • Amanda Setili • Nathan Shaffer • Stephanie 
Sherman & Robert Hahn • Quinn Simien • Lee Smith • Paul Stabler & Righton Willis • Jarod Stentiford • Kyle Swanson • Tally 
Sweat • Phil Tomporowski & Regina Smith • Jennifer Tucker • Marcia Wade • Michael Wall • Matt Warenzak • Amber Welsh & 
Ivano Harris • Steve Welsh • Christina Wilson • James Youngston • Karen Zorn • Tom & Carolyn Zuiderveld

Foundation support
Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) organization, and conducts research and public 
education on emerging environmental issues. Contributions to Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center, Inc., 
are tax-deductible. Environment Georgia, Inc., and Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center, Inc., would like to 
thank the following organizations for supporting our work in fiscal year 2017.

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation • Communities for Coastal Georgia Foundation • The Edna Wardlaw Charitable Trust 
• EMSA Fund, Inc • Fund for Wild Nature • Sapelo Foundation • The Tilia Fund

Toward a greener future
Environment Georgia and Environment Georgia Research & Policy Center 
gratefully accept bequests, beneficiary designations of IRAs and life 
insurance, and gifts of securities to support our work to build a cleaner, 
greener, healthier future.

For more information, call 1-800-841-7299 ext. 310 or send an email to: 
PlannedGiving@EnvironmentGeorgia.org.

Financial information
Environment Georgia, Inc. is a 
project of Environment America, 
Inc. These charts represent the final 
financial information for Environment 
America, Inc., for fiscal year 2016.

FY16 Expenses

 Program 77%

 Fundraising 18%

 Management 5%

FY16 Income

 Citizen 65%

 Grants 21%

 Other 14%

Partners (cont.)

The Public Interest Network
Environment Georgia and our sister groups are part of The Public Interest Network. The network is home to more than 
16 organizations, including the Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) and Green Corps. Each of our groups has its own 
mission, whether it’s consumer advocacy, environmental litigation or training new organizers. But the 400-plus staff in 
our network share a vision of a better country, a set of core values about our work and a coordinated strategic approach 
to getting things done.

headshots taken by Kimball Nelson except Chuck Caldart, Josh Kratka  (staff)
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Managing Director, Grants

Bronte Payne
Advocate, Campaign for 100% 
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Managing Director, 
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Senior Policy Analyst
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Political Director
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Litigation Director and Senior 
Attorney
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Director 
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Director, Digital
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Engagement
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Managing Director, Community 
Outreach
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