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Our members make the difference

None of our work would be possible without the passion, energy and 
support of people like you, who are standing up in New Mexico and 
all across the country to protect the places and people we love.

It’s been quite a year. Climate scientists agree it’s more critical than ever that we act immediately to reverse the effects of 
climate change and transition to a carbon-free world——and  yet we have an administration in the White House that seems 
bent on taking us in the opposite direction. Sometimes it feels like we’re under attack on all fronts. 

But I’ve never been prouder of the work we’ve done together, nor more optimistic about what we can continue to 
accomplish. You stood up for our water, our air, our beloved special places and our future. Thanks to you and the hard 
work of our staff and partner groups, we’re doing big things at all levels and showing the world that the American people 
are committed to a cleaner, greener future——even if our president and Congress refuse to lead. 

You came through for the places we love, flooding the Department of the Interior with comments in support of our 
national monuments. You helped us convince governors, mayors, and business and community leaders to uphold our 
commitments under the Paris Climate Agreement. You helped us make the case for a 100 percent renewable future.

In this report, you’ll learn more about the things we were able to accomplish last year with your help. Our power to 
make real progress toward a cleaner, greener future comes from the passion and dedication of millions of concerned 
citizens like you. 

As we begin another year, I’m excited for all we can accomplish together. Thank you for what you make possible.  
You are, quite literally, saving the world.

Sincerely,
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an event recognizing New Mexico 
Senator Martin Heinrich (right).
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Defend Our Environment
For the past 50 years, America has enjoyed cleaner air, cleaner water and better protected public 
lands thanks to environmental laws and other protections. In 2017, as the Trump administration 
and new Congress sought to dismantle this legacy, we stood in defense of our environment.

Defend the EPA
When President Trump proposed a budget that would slash EPA 
funding by nearly one-third, Environment America launched 
a campaign to defend the agency from crippling budget cuts. We 
gathered thousands of public comments to show the White House 
that most Americans want more protections for our health and 
environment, not fewer. Environment New Mexico Research & 
Policy Center published “Rough Waters Ahead” a series of reports 
examining the impact of EPA budget cuts on our waters.

Defend the environment in court
When the government has failed to enforce protections for air and 
water, Environment New Mexico, our national network, and our 
partners at the National Environmental Law Center have stepped 
in to hold polluters accountable and take them to court when they 
break the law.

In Texas, our sister group Environment Texas won a $19.95 million 
settlement last April against ExxonMobil for thousands of violations 
of the Clean Air Act, and a case against Pasadena Refining for similar 
violations is in progress. Environment Florida filed suit against 
Pilgrim’s Pride, the world’s second largest chicken producer, for 
polluting the Suwannee River. In Pennsylvania, PennEnvironment 
is taking on the world’s largest steel company, ArcelorMittal, for 
showering Pittsburgh-area neighborhoods with emissions of soot, 
acidic gases and noxious odors. Our national network’s lawsuits have 
resulted in more than $250 million in court-ordered penalties and 
pollution reduction actions.
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   Clean Energy Advocate Michelle Kinman of our affiliate, Environment California, 
held a 12-city press tour in support of 100 percent renewable energy in California.

   Clean Energy Program Director Rob Sargent visited 
Block Island, R.I. for the opening of America’s first 
offshore wind farm.

America’s first offshore wind farm, Block Island, R.I.

Clean, Green & Renewable 
In a greener, healthier world, we would conserve more, use the energy we have more wisely 
and efficiently, and rely only on sources of energy that are clean, renewable and tread lightly 
on the planet. In the past year, we took concrete steps to move closer to the world we want 
to live in. 



Renewable energy on the rise 
Burning oil, gas and coal has polluted our air, water and land for 
decades, and it’s changing our climate even faster than scientists 
feared. The good news is that renewable energy is growing faster 
than experts predicted. We can have healthier communities today 
and leave our children a cleaner, more livable tomorrow, but only 
if we turn our backs on the dirty technologies of the past and 
commit to a 100 percent renewable future.

Solar Albuquerque
New Mexico is the second sunniest state in the country and the 
twelfth windiest. We should be a national leader in renewable 
energy, yet states like Massachusetts and New Jersey get more of 
their energy from renewable sources than we do. Environment 
New Mexico is leading the charge to increase New Mexico’s 
renewable energy across the state.

In 2016, Environment New Mexico worked with Albuquerque 
City Councilor Pat Davis to pass a resolution to get 25 percent 
of the city’s electricity from solar energy by 2025. Hundreds of 
Environment New Mexico members and supporters called and 
emailed their city council members and showed up to speak in 
support of the measure. We lobbied councilors to understand 
and address their concerns, and we rallied support and made 
our case in the local media. In September 2016, the City Council 
unanimously supported the commitment, which will be a big 
step forward for solar energy in our state, help decrease carbon 
emissions and make our air safer to breathe.

You helped us make the case for 100 percent
Last year, Environment New Mexico and our national network launched our Voices for 100% Renewable Energy 
campaign. In it, we highlight a wide range of voices—from everyday citizens to community, business and political 
leaders—who share our goal of shifting to 100 percent renewable energy.  By adding your voice to the call, you’re 
helping bring 100 percent renewable energy further into the mainstream.

And there’s good news coming out of Washington, D.C. Last year, Sens. Jeff Merkley (Ore.), Ed Markey (Mass.), 
Bernie Sanders (Vt.) and Cory Booker (N.J.) introduced the “100 by ‘50 Act” into the U.S. Senate, with a House 
companion bill following a few months later. The bill would put in place a comprehensive plan to ramp up renewable 
energy and energy efficiency while halting the development of fossil fuel infrastructure, putting the United States on 
a path to achieve 100 percent renewable energy by 2050. 

Meanwhile, states and cities are taking the lead, as California and Massachusetts both introduced bills to commit 
their states to 100 percent renewable energy. Cities from San Diego to Georgetown, Texas, have already committed to 
achieving 100 percent renewable energy, and were joined in the past year by Portland, Ore., Philadelphia and more. 

College campuses have also been valuable allies, transitioning to clean energy themselves and bringing their 
communities along with them.
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America now produces 
seven times more 
wind power than 
it did in 2007.
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Clean Water
The waterways that Americans love should be clean, safe and beautiful. In 2017, we defended 
the Clean Water Rule, which protects 2 million miles of streams, launched our effort to Get 
the Lead  Out of school drinking water supplies, and worked with nearly 200 local watershed 
groups through our Clean Water Network.

  In March, Environment New Mexico Clean Water Program Director John 
Rumpler (middle) and local water advocates from other states met with the 
Environmental Protection Agency in Washington, D.C., to raise concerns about 
proposals to weaken clean water protections.

   In February, Environment New Mexico Research & Policy 
Center released “Get the Lead Out,” drawing attention to the 
threat of lead in our schools and preschools.



In defense of clean water
When President Trump moved to roll back protections for 2 million miles of streams that help provide drinking 
water for 117 million Americans, Environment New Mexico was ready to stand up for our waters. We mobilized 
immediately to push back against the repeal, rallying support across the country to defend the Clean Water Rule 
and other key environmental protections.

Our clean water team enlisted hundreds of business and political leaders to voice their support for the Clean Water 
Rule. Our state leaders submitted op-eds and letters to the editor to dozens of local papers, as well as national media 
outlets like The New York Times and CNBC.

“Clean water is vital to our ecology, our health and our quality of life,” said Environment New Mexico Director 
Sanders Moore. “Repealing the Clean Water Rule turns the mission of the EPA on its head.”

“Get the Lead Out”
Four years ago, the tragedy in Flint, Mich., stunned the 
nation. We watched the drinking water of an entire city 
become contaminated with lead. And now we know this 
toxic threat extends well beyond Flint to communities across 
the country —including in our schools and preschools.

Last February, Environment New Mexico Research & Policy 
Center released “Get the Lead Out,” a report showing 
the alarming prevalence of lead contamination in school 
drinking water. The information publicly available is still very 
limited, but what’s available paints a grim picture: The report 
found evidence of lead contamination in schools all across 
the country, from New York to Texas. 

Clean Water Network
Every day, we hear stories of new threats to the waterways 
that are critical to our health and quality of life. That’s 
why we and our affiliates around the country formed the 
Clean Water Network. A project of Environment America 
Research & Policy Center, the Clean Water Network 
(CWN) is a nationwide coalition of nearly 200 local clean 
water groups working to protect the waterways we love. 

Last year, CWN member group Shenandoah Riverkeeper 
celebrated a victory protecting the Shenandoah from waste 
treatment plant pollution, and Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy doubled the Hach-Otis Sanctuary and State 
Nature Preserve in Ohio by preserving approximately 80.5 
acres of land.

Photo credits: (left page, clockwise from top) stacyr via Pixabay, CC0;  Suzannah Hoover Photography; Shaun Fisher via Flickr, CC BY 2.0 Environment New Mexico | 6



No Bees, No Food
Bees are dying off at an unsustainable rate, with alarming consequences for our environment 
and our food supply. Scientists point to several causes of bee colony collapse, including 
climate change, parasites and pesticide use. We’re working to save bees and other pollinators 
by banning the use of neonicotinoids—a class of pesiticides linked to bee die-offs. After all, 
when bees pollinate everything from apples to strawberries to the alfalfa used to feed dairy 
cows, we know it’s bees, not pesticides, that make our farms and food possible. 

Give bees a chance
Neonicotinoids (neonics) are the most widely used class of pesticide 
in the country, yet big agrichemical companies are using them more 
and more. That’s why Environment New Mexico worked hard last 
year to educate the public on the need to ban these bee-killing 
pesticides. Over the summer, we held events like bee-friendly BBQs 
and picnics to drive home how much we count on bees for the 
foods we eat every day.

This summer, Environment New Mexico and our allies gathered and 
delivered more than 164,000 public comments from people like you 
who called on the Environmental Protection Agency to carefully re-
view and declare a moratorium on four bee-killing neonics.

The Bee Friendly Food Alliance
In 2017, we launched the Bee Friendly Food Alliance to unite chefs, 
restaurant owners and other leaders in the food industry to save the 
bees. The alliance keeps our allies updated on the problems facing 
bees and provides opportunities to make their voices heard by the 
public and decision-makers.

More than 30 restaurants joined us for National Pollinator Week 
in June to educate customers, highlight the contributions of bees 
through food and drink specials, and spread the word through 
social media. 

Top:  Our national network held 
events all over the country to raise 
awareness about the importance of 
bees and the problems they face.

Bottom: Our staff delivered public 
comments from citizens to the 
Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, D.C., calling for a ban 
on bee-killing pesticides.



The Grand Canyon

Conservation
From the Grand Canyon to the Everglades, our parks, forests and public lands are a beloved 
part of our natural heritage. They’re the places we visit with friends and family to hike, bike, 
fish and open our eyes to the wonders of the great outdoors. Last year, our public lands faced 
threats like never before, as the Trump administration and some members of Congress pushed 
shortsighted plans to open these sensitive landscapes to dirty and dangerous development.

You stood up for our national monuments
America’s outdoors are part of what make this country special. 
So when President Trump ordered a review of 27 of our national 
monuments, from Katahdin Woods and Waters in Maine to Giant 
Sequoia in California, you spoke out.

Environment New Mexico and our coalition partners helped 
deliver more than 2.7 million of your public comments to the 
Department of the Interior, calling on the president and Sec-
retary of the Interior Ryan Zinke to preserve our monuments.  

While Secretary Zinke ultimately did not revoke any of our mon-
uments’ protected status, he recommended weakening protections 
for Rio Grande del Norte, Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks and eight 
other national monuments, potentially opening those lands up for 
mining and drilling. In the new year, we’ll continue to defend these 
special places and keep our public lands in public hands.

You said no to offshore drilling
From Exxon-Valdez to Deepwater Horizon, we’ve seen time and again 
that when you drill, you spill. That’s why our national network stood 
strong in 2017 against efforts by the Trump administration to open 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans to expanded offshore drilling. 
We engaged coastal communities and Americans from Alaska to 
Florida to send a clear message to Washington, D.C.: Our oceans 
should be preserved, not sold off to the highest bidder. 

Top: Environment New Mexico and 
our allies delivered more than 2.7 
million public comments to the 
Department of the Interior, calling 
on them to save our monuments.

Bottom: In April, President Trump 
signed an executive order to allow 
expanded offshore drilling in the 
Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans.
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Environment New Mexico supporters
Citizen support is the cornerstone of Environment New Mexico. Thousands of New Mexicans supported 
Environment New Mexico, Inc., a project of Environment America, Inc., Environment New Mexico 
Research & Policy Center, Inc., and/or Environment New Mexico’s connected political action committee, 
Environment America Voter Action, by making contributions in fiscal year 2017. The members listed below 
were particularly generous in backing the organizations’ research and advocacy. Names that appear in 
italics denote Monthly Supporters.

Development Committee
The following members supported Environment New Mexico 
and/or Environment New Mexico Research & Policy Center with 
contributions of $2,000 or more.
Grace & Ronald Bousek • Andrea Escher & Todd Tibbals • Kent & 
Martha Halla • Donna Kinzer • Peter & Lisa Murphy • Douglas H. 
Phelps • John Salas • Hoan Tran • Dwight Walker

Patrons
The following members supported Environment New Mexico 
and/or Environment New Mexico Research & Policy Center with 
contributions between $1,000 and $1,999.
Duane Alire • Art Gardenswartz & Sonya Priestly • Robert A. 
Guyer • Gary & Shirley Herron • Robert Hilmer • John Lebendorfer 
& Barbara Trujillo • Aroop Mangalik • Joseph Martinez • Erika 
Rimson & David Bernstein • Eduardo Santiago & Ginger Young • 
Richard & Kathleen Sayre • Marion Seymour • J. H. Singer •  
Eric Stromberg

Partners
The following members supported Environment New Mexico 
and/or Environment New Mexico Research & Policy Center with 
contributions between $500 and $999.
Joanne Allen • Sally Bachofer • Ken Balizer • Gale Barlow • Louise 
Bass • Keith Beardmore & Kimberly Corbitt • Mark Becker • Julie 
Benites • Wayne Bower • Meredith Britt • Donald Brown • Maureen 
Cafferty • David Ceman • Sunny Chirieleison & Steven Hartman • Tracy 
Cronin • Lea Daugherty • Donald & Betty Dreesen • James Ebert 
& Eileen Camilli • Rob Elliott • James & Silvina Farmin • Heather 
Folkner • Diane Friedman • Charles & Gina Gallagher • Jeff Gonzales 
• Katherine Harrington • Lisa Humbert • Bradford Hunt • Christina 
Husted & Bruce Hansche • Michael Hyde • Franz Joachim • Mary 
Johnston-Bieberman • Mark & Lynn Jones • Kulwant Khalsa • 
Frances Lopez Bushnell • Jeffrey Martin • Robert Mata •  

Shanna & Al Narath • Michael & Susan Nelson • Marcia & Kirk 
Newren • Michelle Nunn • Jane Oakes • Patrick O’Meara • Carole 
Owens • Judy Prono • Robert & Magdalena Prus • Michael Rabin • 
Monique Robertson • Tommy Robinson • Duane Ross • Susan Soliz 
• Jana & Joe Sorroche • Nicole & David Stromberg • Margaret Sturges 
& Lincoln Draper • Melody & Michael Sumner • Allan Swartzberg 
• Billie Sue Ullom • Karmen & John Van Dyke • John Voorhees 
• Ronald Waitz • Peter & Tina Watterberg • Joseph Will • Paul & 
Gudrun Wright

Sponsors
The following members supported Environment New Mexico 
and/or Environment New Mexico Research & Policy Center with 
contributions between $250 and $499. 

Lara Aho • Mary & Chris Alonso • Jo & Jerry Anderson • Gerald Ansell 
• Maureen & Ron Arellano • Ericka Armendariz & Vincent Sargeant • 
Catherine Arntzen • Kimberly & Joe Austin Oser • William & Jennifer 
Averill • Jeffrey Dean Baca • Matthew Bagwell • Liza Bambenek • Ara 
Barns • Margaret Bell • Peter Bennett • Margarita Bird • Deborah & 
Lawrence Blank • Catherine Bowman • Marythelma Brainard • Janet 
Brandt • Corri Brower • Debra Burke • Kimothi Cain • Daniel Canales 
• Dawn Chambers • Niels Chapman • Beverly Chavez • Kerrilyn Chew 
• Robert & Cynde Christie • William & Lynette Cole • Danny Cook 
& Margaret Carter-Cook • Andrew Crowder • Mario Cruz • Alice 
Cushing • Ronald Dans • Jeff Danska • Bryan & Vicki Davis • Richard 
Davis • Lois DeJong • Carol Delage • Cynthia Donaldson & Bob Hardy 
• Stephanie Duran • Julia Eisenstein • Hillary Elwood • Lark Ericson • 
Eve & David Espey • Leslie Everett • Bernard Ewell • June Fabryka-
Martin & Craig Martin • Elise & Matthew Fagan • Michael Farrington 
• Rebecca Fitton • Stephen Fitzgibbon • Cheryl & William Foote • 
Maude Foster & Larry Rayburn • Brian Freiburger • Tim Fremgen & 
Natalie Miller • Sherry Gage • Lenore Gallegos • Matthew Garrison • 
Jill Gentry • Matthew Glickman & Linda Melville • Michael & Lynette 
Gonzales • Jacob & Erin Green • Susan Green • Anna Maria Griego • 
Kathleen Gruetzmacher • Renie Haiduk • Karen Halderson • Laura Hall 
• Carol A. Haller • Brian Hansen & Linda Williams •  
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Toward a greener future
Environment New Mexico and Environment New Mexico Research & Policy 
Center gratefully accept bequests, beneficiary designations of IRAs and 
life insurance, and gifts of securities to support our work to build a cleaner, 
greener, healthier future.

For more information, call 1-800-841-7299 ext. 310 or send an email to: 
PlannedGiving@EnvironmentNewMexico.org.

Jeff & Jenny Harrington • Terrie Harris • Ken & Gail 
Helfer • Merritt Helvenstom • Charles & Emily Henry • Justin Henson • 
Mary Herrmann • Lene Hessner & Bjorn Clausen • Ursula Hofer • Tandi 
Hufnagel • Sandra Humphrey • Alan Hurd & Michelle Donahue • Robert 
& Janet Jahner • Theresa Jeffries • Tony Jeffries • Kristen Jensen • Diane 
Jones • Heather Jones • Christina Joy • Steven Kanig & Barbara McAneny 
• Steve Kaufman • Lauren Keefe • Susan Harrison Kelly • John Kent • 
Kai Kerwan • Krishan Shiva Khalsa • Joy Kincaid • Robert Knepper 
• Janice Knoefel • Tracy Koh • Fred Konersman • Clare Kosmicki • Judy 
Licht • Suzette Lindemuth • Janette Lloyd & Paul Meacham • Thomas 
Loeb • Mike & Joan Logghe • Bailey Longfellow • Patrick MacDonald 
• Bruce Madden & Susan Ostlief • Chas Malody • Mathew Maltrud & 
Kris Winterowd • Lynne Manso • Bill Marietta • Tom Marks • Edward 
Lin Marksbury • Jill Markus • Eric Martens • Arlene & Robert Martinez • 
Julian Martinez & Margaret Wright • Julie Martinez & Patrick Samora 
• Mary Martinez • John Mathes • Lloyd Mattson & Joan Crowley • 
Lois & Richard McClave • Alice McClelland • Shawn McConkey 
& Cara Morris • Barbara & Paul McGuire • James McLaughlin • 
Francis McPartlon • Darren Meadows • Steven Millington • Sara Mills 
& Scott Brown • Kari Morrissey • Brenda & Gene Murray • Devin 
Murray • Jerry & Beverly Myers • Evan Newlon • Nan Newton • Elka 
Nutt • Polly O’Brien • Annette O’Connor • Jeannie Osuna-Macisaac 
• George & K. Elise Packard • Malcolm Panthaki • Ellen Parker • Wes 
Patterson • Alexander Paul • Jennifer & Percy Pentecost • Lauradel 
Perkins • Gunnar Plake • Bryan Pletta • Dean & Sally Preston • Steven 
Prior • William & Christine Reffalt • Deborah Ridley • Haley Ritchey 
• David River • Lisa & Michael Robles • Louis Romero • Katrina Rosa 
• Joel & Shobhan Rowland • Robert Rubin • Catherine Rugen • Cindy 
Ryker • Joshua Sage & Kirsten Szykitka • Sylvia Saltzstein & Cliff Ho • 

Nancy & Jeffrey Sauer • Elizabeth Schantz • Michael Schwab • Jeannette 
Scott • Susan Scott • Nancy Searles • Susan Selbin • Ken Shaffner • 
Michael & Leslie Shainline • Zachary Shank • Jean Shannon • Marilyn 
Shaw • Sandy Snider • Leann Sommers • Stephanie Soza • Amanda St. 
Aubin • Elizabeth Starr • Craig Steichen • Natali Steinberg • Stanly 
Steinberg & Janet Oliver • Patricia Stelzner • Meg Stewart • Kelly Stone & 
Jean Jacobson • Veronica Strnadova • Michelle & Richard Strong • Travis 
Stroope & Rachel Zell • Sarah Stryhanyn • Pamela Sullivan & Thomas 
Tumolillo • William Syme & Joyce Phillips • Leslie T. Thursdon • Marke 
Talley • Laurie Tarbell • Jean Thomsen-Youel & Roger Youel • Carmen 
Torres & Dan Ehrig • Judy & Ric Traeger • Alexcia Trujillo • Carol Tunell 
& Mark Crawford • Frank Van Swol & Bertha de Vries • Paul Vance & 
Judith Smith • Alex Viechec • Peter J Walsh • Iris Weinstein & Steven 
Marguli • James Wertz • Tom Willmott • Jared Winchester • Kathleen 
Winslow • Kevin Wolff & Tim Buck 

Foundation support
Environment New Mexico Research & Policy Center, Inc., is a 
501(c)(3) organization, and conducts research and public education 
on emerging environmental issues. Contributions to Environment 
New Mexico Research & Policy Center, Inc., are tax-deductible. 
Environment New Mexico, Inc., and Environment New Mexico 
Research & Policy Center, Inc., would like to thank the following 
organizations for supporting our work in fiscal year 2017.

Fund to Protect New Mexico’s Air & Water & Federal Park Lands 
• Maki Foundation • McCune Charitable Foundation • Progress 
Now New Mexico • The Tillia Fund • Turner Foundation

Financial information
Environment New Mexico, Inc. is a project of 
Environment America, Inc. These charts represent 
the final financial information for Environment 
America, Inc., for fiscal year 2016.

FY16 Expenses

 Program 77%

 Fundraising 18%

 Management 5%

FY16 Income

 Citizen 65%

 Grants 21%

 Other 14%

The Public Interest Network
Environment New Mexico and our sister groups are part of The Public Interest Network. The network is home to more 
than 16 organizations, including the Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) and Green Corps. Each of our groups has its 
own mission, whether it’s consumer advocacy, environmental litigation or training new organizers. But the 400-plus 
staff in our network share a vision of a better country, a set of core values about our work and a coordinated strategic 
approach to getting things done.

Sponsors (cont.)
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