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hutterstockElectric cars are coming. 
Are we ready?
A revolution is beginning to happen on 
America’s roads. And our cities need to 
be ready.

By 2030, an estimated 15 million electric 
cars, trucks and buses could be on the road. 
Most cities aren’t ready for them, but now 
they have a roadmap, thanks to a March 
report by Environment Oregon Research 
& Policy Center.

“Plugging In: Readying America’s Cities 
for the Arrival of Electric Vehicles” ex-
plores the rise of electric vehicles (EVs) 
and outlines some smart public policies 
that cities can adopt to help Oregon lead 
the electric vehicle revolution.

50 percent electric by 2040
Technological gains that allow electric 
vehicles to drive farther, charge faster and 
be produced more affordably are revolu-
tionizing the vehicle market.

In 2017, sales of plug-in EVs increased 
by 32 percent, and with adequate policy 
and infrastructure investments, experts 
estimate that, globally, more than half of 
all new cars sold by 2040 will be electric.

This is good news for our environment 
and our health. EVs are far less polluting 
than gasoline-powered cars, with half the 
carbon footprint over their lifetime and 
fewer emissions that contribute to smog 
and particulate matter pollution.

But with more EVs on the road, and 
many more coming soon, cities face the 
challenge of where they will charge—par-
ticularly in city centers and neighborhoods 
without off-street residential parking.

Cities can take four steps now
America’s energy infrastructure will need 
to adapt to support these new electric 
vehicles. Instead of gas stations, EVs will 
need charging stations. And because most 
EVs are charged overnight, cities will 
need to ensure that people have access to 
charging near their home and work.

Only about half of all vehicles in the U.S. 
have a dedicated off-street parking space, 
such as a driveway or garage, so increased 
public access to EV charging stations will 
be critical. 

Cities can lead the electric vehicle revo-
lution by adopting policies and investing 
public funds to expand the availability of 
charging infrastructure. Some of the key 
policies our cities should enact include:

• Installing public EV charging stations 
on residential streets;

• Making off-street EV charging sta-
tions, like those in garages or parking  
lots, accessible to residents overnight;

• Offering EV charging at workplaces to 
complement residential charging; and

• Installing adequate public charging 
infrastructure at shopping centers and 
on city streets.

Expanding access to residential and public 
EV charging will reduce barriers and allow 
more Americans to own and operate EVs. 
By doing so, cities can position themselves 
to reap the air quality and climate bene�ts 
of growing electric vehicle use, and pave 
the way toward an electric vehicle future.
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  “Plugging In” found that the number 
of electric vehicles on America’s streets 
is at an all-time high—and more are 
expected in the near future. 

Read the full report at: 
www.EnvironmentOregonCenter.org
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180 mayors see the light, commit to solar

   Mayor Ted Wheeler of Portland is one of more 
than 180 mayors from across the country who 
are embracing clean energy from the sun.

Support efforts to promote solar energy.
Donate online at:  

www.EnvironmentOregon.org

What do the Democratic mayor of Berkeley, Calif., and the Republican mayor of Abita Springs, 
La., have in common? They’re among the 180 mayors who, upon our urging, resolved to make solar 
energy a key element of their communities’ energy plans.

We have the potential to generate 100 times more energy from the sun than the total amount of 
energy we consume each year—and cities can be primary drivers of that growth by making it easier 
for Americans to go solar. Cities can set ambitious goals and enact policies to ensure homeowners 
receive a fair price for the solar energy they produce, and make installing panels hassle-free.

“Cities everywhere should take steps to switch to solar energy,” said Emma Searson, campaign co-
ordinator for Environment Oregon. “By tapping into the power of the sun, cities can benefit from 
cleaner air and improved public health, while simultaneously tackling climate change.”
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Environment Oregon

Environment Oregon

Our mission
We all want clean air, clean 
water and open spaces. 
But it takes independent 
research and tough-minded 
advocacy to win concrete 
results for our environment, 
especially when powerful 
interests stand in the way of 
environmental progress. 

That’s the idea behind 
Environment Oregon, Inc., 
a project of Environment 
America.  We focus on 
protecting Oregon’s air, 
water and open spaces. We 
speak out and take action at 
the local, state and national 
levels to improve the quality 
of our environment and our 
lives.
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