
May 29, 2020 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leaders McConnell, Schumer and McCarthy: 
 
As a diverse coalition of public health advocates, environmentalists, frontline community 
members, and recyclers, we write to you with recommendations for building a future with less 
plastic pollution and healthier communities, while also protecting local recycling programs and 
waste workers. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has challenged many things, including our ability to effectively reduce 
waste, support local jobs and infrastructure, and keep our communities healthy. At the same 
time, the plastic life cycle from production to disposal continues to threaten our environment and 
expose us to growing health risks, including those shown to increase the severity of coronavirus 
infections. 
 
We continue to throw away millions of pounds of plastic stuff every day, where it piles up in 
landfills, communities, and natural spaces across our planet. Meanwhile, local recycling and 
bottle deposit programs across the country face collapsed markets, labor shortages, and 
dangerous working conditions. Many programs have already been suspended while others 
teeter on the brink of collapse. 
 
Nobody wins when we lose local recycling programs, but short-term Federal funding must be 
designed to support existing programs and community resiliency, not the demands of corporate 
plastic producers. Because we support local solutions and waste reduction, we oppose 
proposals such as the RECOVER Act (​H.R.5115​) as written that would allow plastic 
industry-affiliated groups to receive their own indirect bailout. Such funds could be used to 
promote dangerous, unproven, and thriftless technologies that would encourage ​more 
single-use plastic production at taxpayers’ expense. 
 
The profits of these groups, namely plastic producers and consumer goods manufacturers, 
dwarf any infrastructure stimulus proposals including the RECOVER Act. They should be held 
financially responsible before burdening taxpayers, especially in this time of extraordinary need.  
 
We strongly recommend that Congress instead pass the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act 
(​S.3263​/​H.R.5845​). This legislation would reduce waste and help local recyclers in the 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5115?s=1&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3263
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5845


long-term by making producers financially responsible for their discarded products and 
expanding container deposit laws to fund our programs, while encouraging manufacturers to 
design more reusable packaging and safer products. 
 
We further recommend that reduction efforts be coupled with minimum recycled content 
requirements. Many producers have failed to incorporate recycled content into new products 
even when materials are plentiful, impairing the very programs they purport to support. We need 
these requirements to incentivize manufacturers to “close the loop,” and reduce the production 
of virgin material.  
 
The production of new plastic is also responsible for the discharge or runoff of billions of plastic 
pellets and other pre-consumer materials into waterways and communities surrounding facilities. 
Any long-term waste management plan to address plastic pollution should also include a 
temporary moratorium on new plastic facilities, along with updated regulations to require “zero 
discharge.” Facilities such as the Formosa Plastics Corporation plant in Point Comfort, TX have 
already been required to do so. 
 
Our communities’ recycling programs need immediate support to sustain programs that protect 
our environment and supply recycled materials. With that said, we hope you understand that 
short term relief need not betray an obligation to hold polluters responsible and prioritize waste 
prevention and reduction in the long-term. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
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