
I    PFAS   PROTECTION   ACT   

  
  

  
Toxic   PFAS   in   our   drinking   water:   PFAS   chemicals   have   
been   found   in   seafood   and   drinking   water   in   Maryland.   

  
  

“Forever   chemicals”  
  

PFAS   are   a   class   of    more   than   9000   
chemicals    used   to   make   products   grease-   
or   water-proof,   most   of   which   are   still   in   
use   today.   
  

These   man-made   chemicals   don’t   break   
down   in   the   environment,   earning   them   the   
nickname   “forever   chemicals.”   They   also   
build   up   in   our   bodies   over   time,   a   
dangerous   combination.   
  
  

Contamination   and   exposure   
  

Maryland,   like   many   states,   does   not   
require   testing   for   PFAS   in   drinking   water,   
but   recent   studies   found   high   levels   of   
PFAS   chemicals   in    seafood,   drinking   
water ,   and   at   various    military   sites   in   
Maryland .     
  

Marylanders   are   also   exposed   to   PFAS   in   
consumer   products   and   in   food   packaging.     
  

Firefighters,   active   military   and   their   
families,   and   children   are   most   at   risk   of   
PFAS   exposure,   but   everyone   is   at   risk.   
  

  

  
Protecting   public   health   
  

Elevated   levels   of   PFAS   in   blood   has   been   
associated   with    health   concerns ,   including:   
  

● Cancer   
● Hormone   disruption,     
● Immune   suppression     
● Reproductive   problems.     

  
According   to   an    August   2020   report   from   
the   nation   and   world’s   leading   PFAS   
experts :   
  
“Managing   PFAS   one-by-one   is   neither   
feasible   nor   cost-efficient.   More   
comprehensive   solutions   are   needed,   
given   that   traditional   approaches   have   
failed   to   control   widespread   exposures   to   
PFAS   and   resulted   in   inadequate   public   
health   protection.   We   suggest   class-based   
options   to   more   comprehensively   and   
efficiently   reduce   PFAS   exposure. ”   

  

   SB195   /   HB22     
Sen.   Elfreth   and   Del.   Love   

  
This   bill   restricts   the   use   and   
disposal   of   toxic   PFAS   chemicals:   
    

● Turns   off   the   tap   on   new   
contamination:   stops   the   use   of   
PFAS   in   firefighting   foam   (like    WA ,   
NH ,    CA ),   food   packaging   (like    NY ,   
WA ,    ME ),   and   in   rugs   and   carpets.   

  
● Protects   our   air   and   water   by   

banning   the   mass   disposal   of   these   
chemicals   by   incineration   ( NY )   and   
landfilling   ( CA )   

  

https://comptox.epa.gov/dashboard/chemical_lists/pfasmaster
https://comptox.epa.gov/dashboard/chemical_lists/pfasmaster
https://www.peer.org/more-pfas-found-in-maryland-water-and-seafood/
https://www.peer.org/more-pfas-found-in-maryland-water-and-seafood/
https://partner-mco-archive.s3.amazonaws.com/client_files/1524589484.pdf?_ga=2.249986886.1594519753.1608578889-259369359.1603896641
https://partner-mco-archive.s3.amazonaws.com/client_files/1524589484.pdf?_ga=2.249986886.1594519753.1608578889-259369359.1603896641
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atsdr.cdc.gov%2Fpfas%2Fhealth-effects.html
https://factor.niehs.nih.gov/2020/8/papers/pfas/index.htm
https://factor.niehs.nih.gov/2020/8/papers/pfas/index.htm
https://factor.niehs.nih.gov/2020/8/papers/pfas/index.htm
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/mar/27/washington-bans-fire-fighting-chemicals-that-may-c/
https://www.fosters.com/news/20190903/cancer-reared-ugly-head-nh-bans-pfas-in-firefighting-foam
https://cen.acs.org/environment/persistent-pollutants/California-bans-PFAS-firefighting-foams/98/i38
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/12/new-york-becomes-third-state-to-ban-pfas-chemicals-in-food-packaging/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/food-packaging-chemical-perfluorinated-ban-washington/
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/maine-bans-phthalates-food-packaging
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-legislation-banning-incineration-firefighting-foam-containing-pfas-certain
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/pfas-firefighting-foam-ban-passes-ca
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Maryland   restricts   the   use   of   PFAS   foam   for   training   
purposes.   It’s   time   for   a   comprehensive   restriction.     
PFAS   in   firefighting   foam   
  

Firefighting   foam   for   civilian   and   military   use   is   
a    major   source    of   PFAS   contamination   but   
safer   PFAS-free   foams   already   exist   and   have   
been   adopted   around   the   U.S.   and   the   world.   
  

The   firefighting   community   have   been   top   
supporters   of   moving   away   from   PFAS   foam .   

  
PFAS   in   rugs   and   carpets   
  

Rugs   and   carpets   can   be   treated   with   PFAS   to   
make   them   more   stain   resistant.   The   
manufacture   of   rugs   and   carpets   poses   
environmental,   public   health,   and   worker   
safety   concerns.   And   the   chemicals   can   leach   
into   household   dust   putting   our   families   at   risk.     
  

Major   retailers,   rug   companies,   and   states   are   
moving   away   from   PFAS   in   rugs   and   carpets,   
but   not   fast   enough.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Home   Depot    and    Lowes    have   both   committed   to   stop   
selling   rugs   and   carpets   treated   with   PFAS   because   of   
the   impact   on   the   environment   and   public   health.   These   
bans   are   both   in   effect   by   the   end   of   January,   2021.   

  

  

PFAS   in   food   packaging   
  

PFAS   chemicals   are   used   in    food   packaging    to   
make   them   grease   and   water   resistant.   From   
hamburger   wrappers   and   salad   bowls   to   egg   
crates   and   microwave   popcorn   wrappers,   safer   
alternatives   already   exist.   

  
  

Fast   food   and   grocery   chains   are   phasing   out   PFAS   
coated   food   packaging   because   it   can   leach   into   the   
food,   and   pollutes   our   environment   when   it   is   trashed.   

  
  
  

Protecting   our   air   and   water   
When   PFAS   chemicals   are   incinerated   they  
pollute   the   surrounding   communities   and   
environment.   When   PFAS   chemicals   are   
landfilled,   they   can   leach   into   our   groundwater,   
putting   our   drinking   water   at   risk.   
  

To   protect   our   air   and   water   we   need   to   
prevent   the   mass   disposal   of   PFAS   chemicals   
in   landfills   and   incinerators.     
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  

Emily   Scarr  
Maryland   PIRG   Director  
emily@marylandpirg.org  

@marylandpirg  
  

https://www.capitalgazette.com/environment/ac-cn-firefighting-foam-1110-20201111-ceqvigzsrzhpfb4dndoprnpddm-story.html
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF18/20190313/109117/HHRG-116-IF18-Wstate-MorrisonP-20190313.pdf
https://corporate.homedepot.com/newsroom/phasing-out-products-containing-pfas
https://corporate.lowes.com/our-responsibilities/corporate-responsibility-reports-policies/lowes-safer-chemicals-policy
https://saferchemicals.org/packaged-in-pollution/

