
Clean air, clean water, green spaces
From the salt marshes on the coast to the 
blackwaters of the Okefenokee Swamp to the 
amazing biodiversity of our north Georgia rivers, 
our state is home to an array of priceless green 
spaces, waterways, and wildlife. And yet, pollution 
and development threaten even our most pristine 
places, the air we breathe and the water we drink.

Environment Georgia supports policies that:

• Protect communities from the toxins in coal 
ash by ensuring that all coal ash is stored in 
dry, lined, and capped facilities.

• Preserve the Okefenokee National Wildlife 
Refuge. The Okefenokee Swamp is threatened 
by a proposed titanium mine close to the 
southeastern corner of the swamp. 

• Protect our rivers and downstream users by 
ensuring our buffer law is properly enforced. 
Buffers are currently applied where there is 
“wrested” vegetation present; this has left 
many slow-moving rivers without a measurable 
buffer. Environment Georgia supports 
measuring the buffer from the mean high water 
mark, which would provide a more consistent 
and predictable protection for our rivers.

• Ensure no child is exposed to lead in the 
water coming out of their school’s faucets 
or fountains. Environment Georgia supports 
new laws that set a healthy standard for lead 
in drinking water and funding to help school 
districts remove lead when it is detected.

Don’t trash Georgia
Nothing we use for a few minutes should be 
allowed to pollute our oceans and rivers and 
threaten wildlife for centuries. Plastic also 
contributes to climate change at every step of its 
lifecycle, from production to pollution. It’s time to 
move beyond single-use plastic by getting rid of 
the most harmful waste, and stopping the use of 
things we truly don’t need.

Environment Georgia supports policies that:

• Dedicate fees to a Hazardous Waste Trust 
Fund and Solid Waste Trust Fund for the next 
10 years. Passage of Amendment 1 in Nov. 
2020 allows the state to truly commit fees to 
important clean-ups of abandoned hazardous 
waste sites and more.

• Bans polystyrene in state facilities and across 
the state. Polystyrene, more commonly known 
as Styrofoam, is one of the worst forms of 
plastic pollution. It never fully degrades and is 
rarely recycled.

• End the use of single-use plastic bags at 
grocery stores. Major grocery chain Kroger has 
already made this commitment. We need laws 
to ensure others do the same.

• Make it easier to fix our broken electronics 
and reverse the trend that leads to Georgians 
throwing away 12,000 cell phones a day by 
passing a Right to Repair Act.

2021 Legislative Agenda

Environment Georgia is a statewide advocate for clean air, clean water, and green spaces. Each year, Environment Georgia sets out goals for 
the legislative session and beyond. In addition to helping us measure our progress, the legislative agenda lets decision-makers know which 
high-priority environmental items our members want us to tackle.



Building a Clean Energy Future
In just a few years Georgia has installed several 
power plants’ worth of solar power in the state,  
but the potential for energy efficiency, solar, and 
wind energy is still much greater. Tapping these 
free, abundant resources could mean pollution-
free power production and local jobs. Environment 
Georgia supports policies to:

• Move Georgia toward a goal of meeting its energy 
needs with 100% clean and renewable resources.

• Support the repeal of the Georgia Nuclear 
Energy Financing Act and the protection of 
Georgia ratepayers who are currently being 
forced to pay for over-budget and behind- 
schedule nuclear reactors.

• Expand community solar, which would allow 
Georgians who can’t currently benefit from 
solar (because they rent their home, live in an 
apartment, have a shady roof, etc.) to buy into 
a central “community” array and get credit for 
the solar power their investment produces.

• Spur rooftop solar installations by properly 
assigning value to solar energy and 
reimbursing solar producers appropriately.

• Add Georgia to an Atlantic offshore wind task 
force to coordinate and streamline offshore 
wind production. Currently Georgia is the only 
state on the East Coast not participating.

• Block efforts that would preempt local 
governments from taking steps to clean up 
their energy mix.

Clean transportation — Clean air
Air pollution and high asthma rates are just a few 
of the symptoms attributable to a transportation 
system that relies heavily on congested roads and 
polluting cars.

Georgians need more sustainable options, like 
expanded and improved rail and bus systems and 
cleaner cars, to get them around. Environment 
Georgia supports:

• Georgia’s growing electric vehicle (EV) market 
via a tax credit for new EV owners.

• Increased state support for transit, including 
dedication of a rideshare fee to transit agencies.

• County efforts to determine their own transit 
futures by identifying and voting on their own 
funding sources.

• Increasing electric vehicle charging infrastructure.
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