
Clean water to drink and clean air to breathe; 
healthy beaches, lakes and rivers that are safe for 
swimming and fishing; preserved open spaces; 
clean sources of energy that don’t pollute and never 
run out — all this should be the heritage we leave 
to future generations. Defending our environment 
requires independent research, tough-minded 
advocacy and spirited grassroots action. That’s 
the idea behind Wisconsin Environment. Together 
with thousands of supporters from all walks of life, 
we take the kind of action that wins results. Our 
program agenda for 2021 lays out how we should 
make Wisconsin greener this year.

Destination: Zero Carbon
Transportation is now the second highest 
contributor of carbon pollution in Wisconsin 
resulting in increased dirty air days, health risks 
and global warming. We need to transform 
how we get around if we are going to stave off 
the worst impacts of climate change. In 2021, 
Wisconsin Environment supports: 

• Policies that reduce harmful air pollution and  
increase electric vehicle use. 

• Rejecting new highway expansion projects, 
including the proposed I-94 E/W project in 
Milwaukee. 

• Investing in electric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure and facilitating EV purchases.

• Increasing funding for Wisconsin’s public 
transit systems by at least $50M per year 
through the state budget.

• Increasing state funding for the Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) by $10 million per 
biennium.

• Opposing dirty fuels infrastructure that would  
keep Wisconsin reliant on dangerous fossil  
fuels for decades to come. 

Seizing the opportunities 
provided by clean energy 
Right now, we have the opportunity to power 
our communities with renewable energy 
sources that make us more independent and 
don’t threaten our families with polluted air 
and water. By enacting smart policies that 
support innovative technologies, Wisconsin can 
dramatically cut pollution and be a leader for 
clean energy in the Midwest. In 2021, Wisconsin 
Environment supports: 

• Opportunities for households and major 
energy users to increase their reliance on 
renewables and energy storage.

• Doubling funding for Focus on Energy.

• Protecting solar and wind energy from political 
attacks at the federal, state, and local level.

• The development of solar farms to generate  
renewable energy in a responsible way. 

• Encouraging the state, along with local 
governments and major energy users to 
transition to 100% clean energy.
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Protecting Our Air and Water
Clean and water is vital to the health of our 
environment and all Wisconsinites. In the past 
year scientists have found rising levels of air and 
water pollution in the state. It’s clearer than ever 
that our vital natural resources and our health are 
threatened on multiple fronts by known pollutants 
as well as emerging contaminants. In 2021, 
Wisconsin Environment supports:

• Ending the proliferation of PFAs chemicals 
across our state.

• Ensuring our Department of Natural Resources 
has adequate funding to do its job of 
safeguarding our environment.

• Holding large-scale factory farming companies 
accountable for their harmful air and water 
pollution.

• Upholding the Clean Water Rule that protects 
streams and wetlands. 

• Upholding national programs for greenhouse  
gas emissions (GHG) and fuel economy  
standards for light-duty vehicles (passenger  
cars and trucks).

Prioritizing Wildlife Over Waste 
Every day, Americans throw away hundreds of 
millions of plastic cups, containers and  other 
single-use items. Among the worst forms of plastic 
pollution is polystyrene foam, commonly known 
as Styrofoam. Like all plastics, polystyrene doesn’t 
biodegrade, rather it breaks down into smaller 
pieces called microplastics, which pollutes our 
water and threatens our health. In 2021, Wisconsin 
Environment supports: 

• Banning single-use polystyrene products  
statewide. 

• Reversing the local control ban, to allow  
communities to decide for themselves to limit  
or ban single-use plastics. 

• Efforts by businesses and Wisconsin leaders to 
reduce harmful single-use plastics like take-out  
foam cups and containers, as well as single-use  
plastic bags. 

• Working with communities to reduce the flow 
of plastic pollution into our rivers, streams, and  
lakes. 

No Bees, No Food 
Millions of bees are dying off, with alarming 
consequences for our environment and our  
food supply. Bees pollinate 71 of the 100 plants  
that provide 90% of our food, including apples,  
avocados, strawberries, and watermelons. It’s  
urgent we protect our bees. In 2021, Wisconsin 
Environment supports: 

• Declaring a moratorium on bee-killing  
pesticides like neonics and chlorpyrifos. 

• Banning neonicotinoids from being used on  
state lands. 

Get the Lead Out  
Lead is a potent neurotoxin that harms how our 
children learn, grow and behave. Yet faucets, 
fountains, and other water delivery components 
at most if not all Wisconsin schools contain lead, 
putting our children at risk of exposure.  In 2021, 
Wisconsin Environment supports:

• Immediate shut-off of taps in schools where 
water contains more lead than one part per 
billion, as recommended by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

• Requiring testing for lead in schools, daycares 
and summer camps  and remediate wherever 
lead is detected.

• Installing certified filters on faucets or fountains 
used for drinking or cooking at schools.

• Testing water regularly, fully and properly, and  
public access to all data and remediation steps.
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