
Solar power is expanding rapidly 
U.S. cities are turning to solar power for 
reliable, pollution-free energy that is cost-
competitive with electricity generated by 
fossil fuels. The 67 cities in this report 
have added more than 1,500 megawatts 
(MW) of solar in the past two years. In 
2014, eight cities had more than 50 watts of 
solar capacity per resident installed; now, 34 
cities exceed that threshold.

Solar Superstars lead the way
The top nine cities in this year’s report 
have more solar power capacity installed 
than the entire U.S. did 10 years ago. 
Among the 56 cities included in every 
edition of “Shining Cities,” 15 have increased 
their solar capacity at least tenfold from 
2014 to 2022. With over 100 watts of solar 
installed per person, 19 cities have reached 
the rank of “Solar Superstar.”

Solar capacity in cities included in each edition of 
“Shining Cities.”
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Solar power is growing rapidly in America’s cities, helping move the country 
toward a future of 100% renewable energy. Our annual survey of solar energy in cities 
shows that with supportive policies, every American city can become a “Solar Superstar.”

    
    

Installing rooftop solar 
panels. 

Solar panels overlook the Boston skyline.

Solar panels on the roof of a former Jeep factory in 
Detroit.



Every city can “go solar” 
Leading solar cities can be found in every 
region of the country, from New England 
to California. Cities are major sources of 
electricity demand, and with millions of 
suitable rooftops, they are capable of being 
major sources of solar power production as 
well. The cities in our rankings have shown 
lots of progress in recent years – yet every 
city still has room to expand their solar 
capacity many times over. 

Policy recommendations 
Cities can most effectively promote solar 
power when local, state and utility policies 
work together. To take full advantage of 
cities’ solar energy potential – and move 
closer to a future of 100% renewable 
energy:
Local governments should:
Set a goal and plan to use 100% renewable 
energy, and use online tools like SolarAPP+ 
to make the permitting process for solar 
installations easy, quick and affordable. 
State governments should:
Adopt and preserve strong net metering 
policies that support solar energy and 
expand opportunities for people to benefit 
from solar through rebate and financing 
programs, community solar and virtual net 
metering. States should also implement 
policies that support energy storage, EV 
charging and microgrids.
The federal government should:  
Extend the Solar Investment Tax Credit, 
restore it to 30% and expand it to include 
battery storage installations. Federal 
investments should continue to support 
research to drive continued innovation in 
solar energy.

Top cities by total solar capacity 
For the fourth report in a row, Los Angeles is 
the number one city for total installed solar 
capacity.

Top cities by per capita solar capacity 
Honolulu remains in a league of its own, with 
more than a kilowatt of solar per person.

Find more information, methodology and 
sources: 
www.environmentamericacenter.org
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Solar panels on the roof of the Albuquerque Museum 
in Albuquerque, N.M. 

City Total solar capacity 
(MW-DC)

Los Angeles 649.9
San Diego 468.0
Las Vegas 442.8
Albuquerque 397.8
San Antonio 354.9

City Per capita solar 
(watts/person)

Honolulu 1,133.5
Las Vegas 689.9
San Diego 337.4
Albuquerque 295.5
San Jose 287.1


