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January 28, 2021

Kevin Shea, Acting Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250
kevin.a.shea@usda.gov

Re: Request for USDA to Immediately Elevate Forest Service Decisions that May
Conflict with New Administration Policy

Dear Acting Secretary Shea:

We write to request that the Department of Agriculture immediately implement a targeted,
60-day elevation of Forest Service decisions for the purposes of reviewing the questions of fact,
law, and policy in light of the new administration’s priorities and policies relevant to the
responsible stewardship of the National Forest System’s lands, waters, and resources for current
and future generations. Such an elevation, requiring that significant decisions be reviewed by the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Under Secretary for Natural Resources and the Environment,
would mirror that adopted by the Department of the Interior through Interior Secretarial Order
3395. It would also complement President Biden’s Executive Order 13990, which directed all
departments and agencies to review agencies actions taken during the Trump administration to
ensure that they “protect our environment ... ensure access to clean air and water ... reduce
greenhouse gas emissions ... [and] bolster resilience to the impacts of climate change.”

We seek such an elevation because of the potential for Forest Service officials at the ranger
district, forest, and regional forester levels to finalize decisions based in part on the prior
administration’s emphasis on increased timber harvest and unrestrained fossil fuel development,



on circumventing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) public involvement opportunities,
and attempts to undermine protection of inventoried roadless areas (IRAs). All of these prior
administration efforts are at odds with the new administration’s agenda, including the goal of
conserving 30 percent of United States lands and waters by 2030.

The undersigned 39 organizations represent millions of members and supporters who care deeply
about the future of National Forest System lands, and who are actively engaged in ongoing
public processes for the pending projects and plans. We specifically request that the Forest
Service elevate decisions to the Secretary of Agriculture or to the Under Secretary for Natural
Resources and the Environment that may be inconsistent with the new administration’s priorities.
We also specifically request that projects currently in the administrative objection process be
reviewed again through the lens of these priorities and commitments.

A few examples of projects that appear to conflict with the new administration’s policies and that
could be approved or could move forward with irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
agency resources within the next 60 days are outlined below:

- Forest Plan Amendments for the Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline on the Umpqua, Rogue
River, and Winema National Forests (OR) unlawfully exempt a fracked liquified natural
gas pipeline from 12 forest plan requirements protecting wildlife, forests, and water
quality, and would require the clear-cut logging of a permanent, 90-foot right-of-way
through 30 miles of imperiled species habitat. A decision could be issued at any time.

- The Mountain Valley Pipeline and Equitrans Expansion Project on the Jefferson National
Forest (VA) bypassed the objection process in order to issue a record of decision on
January 11, 2021. The eleventh-hour approval of this pipeline and accompanying plan
amendment waives numerous plan standards, would fragment habitat and lock in the
continued development of climate-damaging fossil fuels regardless of future need. This
decision, which relied on the terms and conditions of Clean Water Act permits that will
now be reopened, can and should be reconsidered as quickly as possible.

- The Black Ram timber project on the Kootenai National Forest (MT) would chainsaw
2,011 acres of clearcuts, cut 4,038 acres of forest for commercial logging, log nearly 600
acres of old forest, destroy habitat for the imperiled grizzly bear, and is based in part on a
cookie-cutter climate analysis that denies the project’s impacts on carbon sequestration
and greenhouse gas pollution. A decision is expected within days.

- The Pine Valley Wildlife Habitat Improvement Project on the Dixie National Forest (UT)
would remove pifion-juniper trees anywhere within a 320,000-acre area, including
250,000 acres of IRAs protected by the Roadless Rule, using an abused categorical
exclusion (CE (e)(6)) that has no acreage limit. A decision could be issued at any time.

- The Sequoia Complex/Castle Fire Roadside Hazard Tree Project in the Giant Sequoia
National Monument (CA) would permit commercial logging of 9,455 acres of old and
large trees along 130 miles of roads, including within Giant Sequoia Groves, and would
destroy essential denning habitat for the endangered Southern Sierra Nevada Pacific
Fisher, of which less than 250 individual fisher still exist. The Forest Service intends to
issue a categorical exclusion approving the project, which it could do at any time.




Additional examples are appended to this letter. These examples are not meant to be exhaustive,
but to illustrate that numerous decisions could be made that may conflict with the new
administration’s direction on climate change, roadless forest, land conservation, and
environmental protection and sound decisionmaking more generally.

We therefore urge the Department of Agriculture to immediately implement a 60-day elevation
of decisions at the Forest Service to ensure that they comport with the new administration’s
priorities. We further urge the Forest Service to abandon or substantially revise damaging
projects, including those in the provided examples, to ensure that forest management will protect
old forests for carbon stores and sequestration, conserve roadless forest, prioritize habitat
connectivity and biodiversity conservation, and be informed by robust environmental review and

public involvement.

Please contact Susan Jane Brown or Ted Zukoski if you have any questions concerning this

letter. We look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

Susan Jane M. Brown, Staff Attorney
Western Environmental Law Center

120 Shelton McMurphey Blvd., Suite 340
Eugene, OR 97401

(503) 914-1323

brown@westernlaw.org

Athan Manuel, Director, Lands Protection
Program

Sierra Club

50 F St. NW, Eight Floor

Washington, DC 20001

(202) 548-4580

Athan.manual@sierraclub.org

Ellen Montgomery, Public Lands Campaign
Director

Environment America

1543 Wazee Street, Suite 410

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 801-0581

EMontgomery@EnvironmentAmerica.org

Edward B. (Ted) Zukoski, Senior Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity

1536 Wynkop Street, Suite 421

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 641-3149
tzukoski@biologicaldiversity.org

Sam Evans, National Forests and Parks
Program Leader

Southern Environmental Law Center

48 Patton Ave., Suite 304

Asheville, NC 28801

(828) 258-2023

sevans@selcnc.org

Marla Fox, Staff Attorney
WildEarth Guardians

P.O. Box 13086

Portland, OR 97213

(651) 434-7737
mfox@wildearthguardians.org



Rebecca Knight, President
Alaska Rainforest Defenders
P.O. Box 6064

Sitka, AK 99835

(907) 772-4403
bknight15@hotmail.com

Brenna Bell, Staff Attorney/Policy Coordinator

Bark

P.O. Box 12065
Portland, OR 97212
(971) 358-2271
brenna@bark-out.org

Nicholas Cady, Legal Director
Cascadia Wildlands

P.O. Box 10455

Eugene, OR 97440

(541) 434-1463
nick@cascwild.org

Molly Whitney, Executive Director
Cascade Forest Conservancy

2800 N Lombard St. Unit #805
Portland, OR 97217

(503) 222-0055
molly@cascadeforest.org

Nicole Hayler, Director
Chattooga Conservancy
867 Chattooga Ridge Road
Mountain Rest, SC 29664
(864) 647-9849
info@chattoogariver.org

Catherine Murray, Director
Cherokee Forest Voices
1101 Antioch Road
Johnson City, TN 37604
(423) 341-3805
mtncat7@earthlink.net

Steve Brooks, Associate Director
The Clinch Coalition

P.O. Box 2732

Wise, Va. 24293

(276) 479-2176
clinchcoalition@mounet.com

Luke Schafer, West Slope Director
Conservation Colorado

546 Main St., Ste. 406

Grand Junction, CO 81501

(970) 756-5854
luke@conservationco.org

Dave Werntz, Science and Conservation
Director

Conservation Northwest

P.O. Box 483

Twisp, WA 98856

(360) 319-9949

dwerntz@conservationnw.org

Will Harlan, Executive Director
Forest Keeper

64 Walker Creek Road
Barnardsville, NC 28709

(828) 230-6818
info@forestkeeper.org

Larry Campbell, Conservation Director
Friends of the Bitterroot

P.O. Box 442

Hamilton, MT 59840
news@friendsofthebitterroot.net

Gary Macfarlane, Ecosystem Defense Director

Friends of the Clearwater

P.O. Box 9241

Moscow, ID 83843

(208) 882-9755
Gary@friendsoftheclearwater.org



Jess Riddle, Executive Director

Georgia ForestWatch

81 Crown Mountain Pl., Building C, Suite 200
Dahlonega, GA 30533

(423) 341-3805

jriddle@gafw.org

Ashley Lipscomb, Director
Kentucky Heartwood

P.O. Box 1486

Berea, KY 40403

(859) 334-0602
ashley(@kyheartwood.org

George Sexton, Conservation Director
Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center
P.O. Box 102

Ashland, OR 97520

(541) 488-5789

gs@kswild.org

Mike Petersen, Executive Director
The Lands Council

25 W. Main Ave, Suite 222
Spokane WA 99201

(509) 209-2406
mpetersen@landscouncil.org

Josh Kelly, Public Lands Biologist
MountainTrue

29 N. Market Street, Suite 610
Asheville, NC 28801

(828) 258-8737 ext. 210
josh@mountaintrue.org

René Voss, Managing Attorney
Natural Resources Law

15 Alderney Road

San Anselmo, CA 94960

(415) 446-9027
renepvoss@gmail.com

Logan Glasenapp, Staff Attorney
New Mexico Wild

317 Commercial St. NE, Ste. 300
Albuquerque, NM 87102

(505) 843-8696 ext. 103
logan@nmwild.org

Steve Pedery, Conservation Director
Oregon Wild

5825 North Greeley

Portland, OR 97217

(503) 283-6343

sp@oregonwild.org

Phillip Musegaas, Vice President - Programs
and Litigation

Potomac Riverkeeper Network

3070 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 888-2037

phillip@prknetwork.org

Mark Pearson, Executive Director
San Juan Citizens Alliance

P.O. Box 2461

Durango, CO 81302

(970) 259-3583 Ext. 1
mark(@sanjuancitizens.org

Christine Canaly, Director

San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council
P.O. Box 223

Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-1518

info@slvec.org

Mr. Ara Marderosian, Executive Director
Sequoia ForestKeeper®

P.O. Box 2134

Kernville, CA 93238

(760) 376-4434
ara@sequoiaforestkeeper.org



Dave Willis, Chair

Soda Mountain Wilderness Council
P.O. Box 512

Ashland, OR 97520

(541) 482-8660
sodamtn@mind.net

Sally Schlichting, Environmental Policy
Analyst

Southeast Alaska Conservation Council

2207 Jordan Ave.

Juneau, AK 99801

(907) 586-6942 ext. 202

sally(@seacc.org

Stanley Petrowski, President/Director

South Umpqua Rural Community Partnership
34620 Tiller Trail Hwy.

Tiller, OR 97484

(541) 825-3070

Stanley@surcp.org

Mark Miller, Executive Director
Virginia Wilderness Committee
P.O. Box 1235

Lexington, VA 24450

(540) 464-1661
mmiller24450@gmail.com

Maggie Johnston, Executive Director
Wild Alabama

552 Lawrence St.

Moulton, AL 35650

(205) 522-1500

maggie@wildal.org

Rocky Smith, Forest Management Analyst
1030 North Pearl St. #9

Denver, CO 80203

(303) 839-5900

2rockwsmith@gmail.com

Juli Slivka, Conservation Director
Wilderness Workshop

P.O. Box 1442

Carbondale, CO 81623

(970) 963-3977
juli@wildernessworkshop.org

Dominick A. DellaSala, Ph. D., Chief
Scientist

Wild Heritage

222 Joseph Drive

Talent, OR 97540

(541) 621-7223

dominick@wild-heritage.org

Aaron Peterson, Executive Director
Yaak Valley Forest Council

11896 Yaak River Rd

Troy, MT 59935

(406) 295-9736
aaron(@yaakvalley.org

Jason Christensen, Director
Yellowstone to Uintas Connection
P.O. Box 363

Paris, ID 83261

(435) 881-6917
jason@yellowstoneuintas.org

Zygmunt J.B. Plater, Professor and

Coordinator, Boston College Land &

Environmental Law Program
Boston College Law School
885 Centre Street
Newton Centre MA 02459
(617) 552-4387
plater@bc.edu

Cc: Vicki Christiansen, Chief, U.S. Forest Service, victoria.christiansen@usda.gov
Robert Bonnie, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy, U.S. Department of Agriculture,

rbonnie@)jrbtt.org

Chris French, Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest System, chris.french@usda.gov




ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF IMMINENT PROJECTS THAT MAY CONFLICT
WITH ADMINISTRATION PRIORITIES

- The Prince of Wales 2021 Road Access Project on the Tongass National Forest (AK)
would grant road access permits to the State of Alaska to facilitate logging old growth
rainforest on hundreds of acres via a categorical exclusion, and so without an analysis of
alternatives or effective public involvement. A decision could be issued at any time.

- The Berlaimont Estates Road Improvement Project on the White River National Forest
(CO) would approve a new paved road to benefit a luxury home developer; the road
would cut through prime deer and elk winter range, bisecting an important wildlife
migration corridor in an area where big game populations are in steep decline. The Forest
Service finalized objection responses on January 25, 2021, and intends to approve the
project imminently following minor updates to the environmental analysis.

- The North Routt Fuels Reduction Project on the Routt National Forest (CO) would log
1,826 acres, some far from structures or homes, and construct 5 miles of road within
IRAs via a categorical exclusion, without analysis of potentially significant
environmental effects or alternatives. A decision could be issued at any time.

- The Whitney Creek Geotechnical Investigation project on the White River National
Forest (CO) would permit drilling that destroy irreplaceable wetlands and will pave the
way for a reservoir that will require road construction in an IRA and will flood hundreds
of acres of designated wilderness. The White River National Forest is reviewing the
proposal through a categorical exclusion. A decision could be issued at any time.

- The Foothills Landscape Project on the Chattahoochee National Forest (GA) would
authorize over 60,000 acres of commercial timber harvest of unspecified stands within a
157,000-acre analysis area over an indefinite, multi-decade period, with unlimited
temporary road construction. A similar project on the Daniel Boone National Forest
(KY), the Blackwater Landscape Analysis project, would also authorize timber harvest in
unspecified locations. For both projects, a draft decision could be issued at any time.

- The North Zone Vegetation Improvement Project on the Salmon-Challis National Forest
(ID) would authorize approximately 20,000 acres of prescribed fire and 4,000 acres of
thinning treatments annually over a 20 year period over a 1.4 million acre area, including
100,000 acres of IRAs, using an abused categorical exclusion (CE (e)(6)) that has no
acreage limitation. A decision could be issued at any time.

- The End of the World project on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests (ID) would
log over 17,000 acres, with over 900 acres of clearcuts, and 800 acres of logging old
forest; logging will degrade habitat for imperiled species including fisher, lynx,
wolverine, and grizzly. After conducting merely an environmental assessment, the Forest
Service issued a decision on Jan. 26, 2021; the project could be implemented within
months.




The Frozen Moose Project on the Flathead National Forest (MT) would log over 6,000
acres across a 151,200 acre project area, including over 1,000 acres of logging within
IRAs, add 13 miles of unauthorized roads to the Forest Service road system, and
construct 6.4 miles of new temporary roads within grizzly bear habitat, with the majority
of new road miles within grizzly bear secure core habitat. A decision is expected in
February.

The Flat Country Project on the Willamette National Forest (OR) would log 4,438 acres
of old forests up to 150 years old, including scattered old-growth trees, some over 600
years old; logging will occur in watersheds with streams that carry protected bull trout.
The logging will occur adjacent to the popular Mount Washington Wilderness. A Record
of Decision was issued on January 25, 2021.

The Zigzag Integrated Resource Project on the Mt. Hood National Forest (OR) is an
1,863-acre project that includes logging mature native forest in some of the most popular
recreation areas in the Forest, as well as logging Riparian Reserves within critical habitat
for threatened coho and chinook salmon. The project’s NEPA analysis used a five-year-
old, cookie-cutter climate discussion lacking relevant data about the impact of logging
mature forests on climate change and carbon storage. A decision could be issued at any
time.

The White Pine Management project on the Sumter National Forest (SC) would fragment
interior forests and connectivity between existing old forest patches and exacerbate
erosion and sedimentation in sensitive watersheds that have been heavily harvested in
recent years. A draft decision could be issued at any time.




