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Massachusetts cities and towns
leading the way to 100% renewable energy

Holyoke: Battery storage system

In September 2018, Holyoke Gas & Electric, the municipal
utility for the city of Holyoke, and ENGIE North America
unveiled the largest utility-scale energy storage system
installed to date in Massachusetts.!

The 3-megawatt battery system was installed at the former
Mt. Tom coal plant, which closed in 2014 after years of
campaigning by Neighbor to Neighbor and other groups.?
In 2017, a 22-acre, 5.76-megawatt solar farm, the largest
community solar installation in Massachusetts at the time,
opened on the site of the coal plant.3 The battery system
and the solar farm are integrated.*

The energy storage installation is expected to save money
for Holyoke residents. By discharging energy at times of
peak demand, the batteries will help reduce the need for
Holyoke Gas & Electric to buy electricity when it is most
expensive. The utility estimates it will save between

$500,000 to $800,000 each year due to reduced peak

demand.>

Other expected benefits of the project include increased
grid stability, the ability to integrate more renewable energy
generation, and a reduced peak load burden on the electric
distribution system.6

The Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources
awarded a $475,000 grant for scientists from the University
of Massachusetts Amherst to study the energy storage
system and its effectiveness in reducing the peak burden
on the distribution system. Findings from this study will
help inform the installation of energy storage systems in
other cities and towns.?
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