
Marine scientists and professors support NOAA's intent to designate the
Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary

Dear Mr. William Douros:

We, the undersigned marine and environmental scientists, professors, researchers and academics
support the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) proposal to designate the
Chumash Heritage site as a National Marine Sanctuary.

The proposed area for the Chumash sanctuary is a stretch of ocean o� of California’s central coast,
awash with some of the sea’s wildest life and a deep heritage. It holds incredible biodiversity as well as
Chumash sacred sites on and o�shore, and is the �rst example of an Indigenous-led marine sanctuary
designation. Sanctuary status o�ers permanent protections from major threats such as o�shore oil and
gas drilling and provides funding to better co-manage the area's key ecosystems with the Chumash
people.

Ocean creatures �nd refuge in the Chumash area—a haven for life. The site hosts a range of habitat
types from coral reefs and kelp forests to coastal wetlands and dunes. It’s a critical feeding stop along
the migratory paths of marine mammals. And it’s home base for 25 threatened or endangered species,
including southern sea otters, leatherback sea turtles and humpback whales.

The Chumash area needs protection from threats such as oil drilling. The recent oil spill o� the coast
of Orange County, California, is a stark reminder of the destructive impact an oil spill can have on
ocean life. We can do better.

Permanently protecting this special place is essential for marine life and its habitat to thrive.
Designating the area as a sanctuary will bridge the unprotected gap between two existing sanctuaries
along the California coast—the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary to the north and the
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary to the south, creating a connected stretch where sea
creatures can more safely roam, feed and reproduce, and a longer stretch of coastline where oil drilling
is prohibited.

Protected places within our ocean can help them better withstand the impacts of a changing climate
and anthropogenic disturbances such as oil drilling. The ocean stores 50 times more carbon dioxide
than the atmosphere, and much of that is held in wetlands and seagrass beds, both of which are found



in the Chumash area. If disturbed, these sites can release carbon back into the atmosphere,
contributing to climate change.

As ocean lovers, learners, researchers and scientists, we want to give the ocean a chance to �ght against
intensifying human impacts.

As signers, we support protection of this special place through the designation of the Chumash
Heritage National Marine Sanctuary.

Signed,

Ashley Adams, MS Candidate, California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo

Ruben Alarcon, Professor of Biology, University of California Channel Islands

Liz Alter, Assistant Professor of Marine Biology, California State University Monterey Bay

Sean Anderson, Professor & Chair of Environmental Science and Resource Management Program, California
State University Channel Islands

Meinrat Andreae, Professor at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California San Diego

Scott Applebaum, Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies, University of Southern California

Monica Argandona, Director of MS in Sustainability Management and Policy, California State University Long
Beach

Jadd Bahaaldin, Biologist, California State University Bakers�eld

Nevé Baker, Graduate Student, University of California Santa Cruz

Paul Barber, Professor of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University of California Los Angeles

Robin Bencie, Lecturer of Biology, Humboldt State University

Tarik Benmarhnia, Associate Professor at Scripps Institute of Oceanography, University of California San Diego

Marissa Bills, M.S. Student in the Marine Conservation Lab, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo

Theadora Block, Ph.D in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Sebastopol

Alan Brelsford, Assistant Professor of Biology, University of California Riverside



Douglas Capone, Professor of Environmental Biology, University of Southern California

Lilian Carswell, Ph.D in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Santa Cruz

C.H. Chang, Assistant Professor and Researcher, University of California Los Angeles

Joseph Chen, Professor of Biology, San Francisco State University

Charlie Chesney, Graduate Student Researcher of Environmental Studies, University of California  Santa Cruz

Anne Cohen, Retired Professor from University of California Los Angeles, California Academy of Sciences
Fellow

Richard Connon, Professor of Toxicology, University of California Davis

Abby Cunni�, Ph.D Student of Environmental Studies, University of California Santa Cruz

Jordan Daniels, Visiting Lecturer in Philosophy and Environmental Analysis, Pitzer College

Jennifer Davis, Northwest Regional Director and Field Biologist, American Bird Conservancy, Oregon

Danielle DeBrine, Student of Marine Sciences, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo

Ek del-Val, Ph.D, University of California Santa Cruz

Manny Delgado, Lab Tech, University of California Davis - Bodega Marine Lab

Elizabeth DeLoughrey, Professor of English and Environment & Sustainability, University of California Los
Angeles

Elisabeth Deswart, Registered Dietitian & Professor, Cuesta College

Bill Dinklage, Professor of Earth Sciences, Santa Barbara City College

Carmen Domingo, Dean, College of Science and Engineering, San Francisco State University

Anna Doty, Professor of Biology, California State University Bakers�eld

Bailey Drechsler, Professor of Human Development, Cuesta College

Ellen Dru�el, Professor of Earth System Science, University of California Irvine

Linda Duguay, Research Associate, Professor of Biological Sciences, Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies
at University of Southern California

Mario Alberto, Ph.D, California State University Fullerton

Espinoza-Kulick, Ethnic Studies Faculty Lead, Cuesta College



Paul Faulstich, Professor of Environmental Analysis, Pitzer College

Silvio Favoreto, Professor of Microbiology, Cuesta College

Daniel Fernandez, Professor of Science and Environmental Policy, California State University Monterey Bay

Elise Ferree, Ph.D, Professor of Biology, Scripps and Pitzer Colleges

Patrick Ferree, Associate Professor of Biology, W. M. Keck Science Center, Scripps and Pitzer Colleges

Myra Finkelstein, Adjunct Professor, Microbiology and Environmental Toxicology Department, University of
California Santa Cruz

Alessandro Fisogni, Ph.D, University of California Riverside

Juan Pablo Flores, Student, Cuesta College

David Fronk, Postdoctoral Scholar, Pomona College

Amber Fry, Student, California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo

Jed Fuhrman, McCulloch-Crosby Chair of Marine Biology, University of Southern California

Steven Gaines, Dean & Distinguished Professor, Bren School of Environmental Science & Management
University of California Santa Barbara

Theodore Garland, Distinguished Professor of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology, University of
California Riverside

Corey Garza, Professor of Marine Science, California State University Monterey Bay

Brian Gaylord, Professor of Evolution and Ecology, University of California Davis - Bodega Marine Laboratory

Frankie Gerraty, NSF Graduate Research Fellow in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of California
Santa Cruz

Lani Gleason, Assistant Professor of Marine Biology, California State University Sacramento

Zeka Glucs, Ph.D., Predatory Bird Research Group, University of California Santa Cruz

Malcolm S. Gordon, Research Professor of Biology, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
University of California Los Angeles

Elizabeth Grant, Ph.D. Candidate, University of California Davis

Peter Green, Researcher, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of California Davis



Kevin Grell, Professor of Environmental Economics, Pitzer College

Ted Grosholz, Professor of Marine Ecology, University of California Davis

Alex Hall, Professor of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences,  University of California Los Angeles

Lucas Hall, Assistant Professor of Biology, California State University Bakers�eld

Holly Harris, Lecturer in Biology Department, San Francisco State University

Steve Hendricks, Professor of Marine Biology, Cuesta College

Joe Hereford, Ph.D., California State University Sacramento

Brett Holland, Professor of Biology, California State University Sacramento

Michael Holmes, Professor of Science and Engineering, American River College

David Hutchins, Professor of Marine and Environmental Biology, University of Southern California

Pat Iampietro, Geospatial Technology O�cer, California State University Monterey Bay

David Igler, Professor of History, University of California Irvine

William Jennings, Associate Professional Researcher of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology, University
of California Riverside

Sunny Jiang, Professor of Biology, University of California Irvine

Michelaina Johnson, Doctoral student of Environmental Studies, University of California Santa Cruz

Carly Kenkel, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biology, University of Southern California

Sarah King, Graduate Student, University of California Davis

Christopher Kitts, Professor Emeritus, Center for Applications in Biotechnology, California Polytechnic State
University San Luis Obispo

Gita Kolluru, Professor of Biology, California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo

Liz Koslov, Assistant Professor, Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, University of California Los
Angeles

Laylonni Laster, Student of Environmental Management & Protection, California Polytechnic State University
San Luis Obispo



Sue Lee Mossman, Professor of Biology & Chair of Climate Action Campaign, Humboldt Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship

Heather Liwanag, Associate Professor of Biology, California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo

Rudy Lopez, Marine Program, Tribal Resource Specialist, Tolowa Dee Ni Nation

Candace Low, Lecturer of Biology, San Francisco State University

Flora Lu, Professor of Environmental Studies, University of California Santa Cruz

Azucena Lucatero, Ph.D. Candidate, University of California Santa Cruz

Justin Luong, Ph.D. Candidate, University of California Santa Cruz

Laurie McConnico, Marine Science Professor/ Faculty, Cuesta College California Polytechnic State University
San Luis Obispo

Claire McKinley, Visiting Assistant Professor of Coastal and Marine Science, University of California Davis

James McWilliams, Professor of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, University of California Los Angeles

Jesyka Melendez, Ph.D., Professor of Biology, Humboldt State University

Lise Mifsud, Professor of Social Sciences, Cuesta College

Cal Miller, San Luis Obispo

Char Miller, W.M. Keck Professor of Environmental Analysis and History, Pomona College

Christopher Mo�att, Professor of Biology, San Francisco State University

Megan Molinari, Ph.D. Student, University of California Santa Cruz

Charles Moore, Captain, Moore Institute for Plastic Pollution Research, Long Beach

Archie Mossman, Professor Emeritus, Humboldt State University

Heather Murdock, Biology Lecturer, San Francisco State University

Dawn Murray, Professor of Environmental Studies, Antioch University

Torben Nielsen, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Steven Norris, Professor of Marine Biology, California State University Channel Islands

Gretchen North, Professor of Biology, Occidental College



Morgan O'Neill, Assistant Professor of Earth System Science, Stanford University

Oladele Ogunseitan, Professor of Environmental Health Science, University of California Irvine

John Olson, Assistant Professor of Applied Environmental Science, California State University Monterey Bay

Dax Ovid, Postdoctoral Researcher, San Francisco State University

Steve Palumbi, Professor of Marine Biology, Stanford University

Nilay Patel, Associate Professor of Biology, California State University Fullerton

Robin Pelc, Faculty, Marine Science Department, California State University Monterey Bay

Carlye Peterson, Ph.D., Earth Science, Cuesta College

Aysha Peterson, Ph.D. Candidate Environmental Studies Department, University of California Santa Cruz

Stacy Philpott, Professor of Environmental Studies, University of California Santa Cruz

Indiana Reid-Shaw, Ph.D. Student, University of California Santa Cruz

Dan Reineman, Assistant Professor of Environmental Science & Resource Management, California State
University Channel Islands

Cristina Riani, Ph.D. Candidate in Environmental Studies, University of California Santa Cruz

Alberto Robador Ausejo, Assistant Professor (Research) of Biology, University of Southern California

May Roberts, Ph.D. candidate, University of California Santa Cruz

Rori Rohlfs, Assistant Professor of Biology, San Francisco State University

Mandy Rousseau Benicia, Academic Advisor: Marine and Coastal Science, University of California Davis

Wendy Saltzman, Professor of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology, University of California Riverside

Audrey Sarin, American Academy of Underwater Sciences

Kevin Schrecengost, Adjunct Instructor of Geology, Diablo Valley College

Christian Schwarz, Lecturer, Norris Center for Natural History, University of California Santa Cruz

Katherine Seto, Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies, University of California Santa Cruz

Carla Sette, Ph.D., Biology Researcher, University of California Santa Cruz

Randolph Skrovan, Facility Manager, Long Marine Lab, University of California Santa Cruz



Madeline Slimp, Graduate Student, University of California Santa Cruz

Jill Sohm, Associate Professor of Environmental Studies, University of Southern California

Marko Spasojevic, Assistant Professor of Biology, University of California Riverside

Dylan Spaulding, Research Scientist, University of California Davis

BrentonSpies, Conservation Ecologist, Lecturer, California State University Channel Islands

Paul Stapp, Professor of Biological Science, California State University Fullerton

Amanda Stoltz, Ph.D. Student in Coastal Science and Policy,  University of California Santa Cruz

Dawn Sumner, Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences, University of California Davis

Holly Swift, Ph.D., Lecturer in Marine Science, California State University, Monterey Bay

Joseph Szewczak, Professor of Biology, Humboldt State University

Alissa Takesy, Ph.D. Student, Coastal Science and Policy, University of California Santa Cruz

Ryan Thompson, Materials Science and Engineering Student, California Polytechnic State University San Luis
Obispo

Brook Thompson, Stanford Masters Student, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Stanford University

Leslie Timpe, Lecturer in Biology, San Francisco State University

Tina Treude, Professor of Marine Geomicrobiology, University of California Los Angeles

Aradhna Tripati, Professor of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, University of California Los Angeles

Cassandra Vaniotis, Teaching Assistant, Department of Biology, San Francisco State University

Erik Veach, Physics Instructor, Cuesta College

Darya Veach, Contracts & Grants Analyst, California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo

Robert Voeks, Ph.D., Professor of Geography, California State University Fullerton

Kelley Voss, M.S. and Doctoral Candidate, University of California Santa Cruz

Ben Walker, Graduate Student Researcher of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of California Santa
Cruz

James and Virginia Waters, Professor of Zoology, Humboldt State University



Vaughan Williams, Restoration Field Manager, Younger Lagoon Reserve

Heather Williams, Professor of Politics, Pomona College

Jun Wu, Professor of Environmental Science, University of California Irvine

Meghan Zulian, Graduate Student, University of California Davis


