ADVERTISEMENT

Dear Chancellor McRaven,

We, the undersigned faculty and staff of The University of Texas are writing to urge University Lands (UL)
to develop and implement strategies to reduce methane emissions at oil production facilities on UL land.

Administered by the UT System, UL manages the surface and mineral interests of 2.1 million acres of land in West Texas
and leases more than 9,000 oil and gas wells to more than 300 operators. If these wells were pooled into one entity,
it would be the fifth largest oil company in Texas.

Methane — the main ingredient of natural gas — is gaining visibility as an important greenhouse gas.
Colorless and odorless, methane is more than 80 times more powerful a heat-trapper than carbon dioxide;
scientists tell us that 25% of the global warming we’re experiencing today is due to methane.

Using EPA data, one environmental group estimates that between 2009 and 2014, more than 344,000 metric tons
of methane escaped from oil and gas operations on UL land. When converted to (02e, the methane emitted from
oil production facilities on UL land could exceed 1.95 million metric tons in any given year — more than seven times

the total annual climate impact of the entire UT-Austin campus*.

(limate change represents one of the most significant and daunting challenges we face.
We are proud of the leadership role The University of Texas has established in studying the impacts of climate change
and spurring academic and commercial R&D for more sustainable and efficient energy solutions.
We support the UT System’s commitment, as outlined in its sustainability policy (UTS 169),
to actively reduce carbon emissions throughout the System.

These efforts and policies demonstrate UT's commitment to a cleaner, lower carbon future.
They are important, and we commend System and University leadership for embracing and encouraging them.
But they are being undermined, if not negated several times over, by the methane emissions on UL land.

We embrace the claim that “What Starts Here Changes the World” and work every day
to ensure that the classes we teach and the research we conduct live up to this promise.
Yet we believe this promise should be kept not just in our classrooms and in our labs,
but on the land the UT System stewards.
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*Based on the University’s Office of Sustainability 2014 Greenhouse Gas Inventory report —
one of the few available inventory estimates — the climate impact of the UT-Austin campus is approximately 262,000 metric tons of (02-equivalent (MT (02e) per year.
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