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Our coasts are home to stunning wildlife and incredible beaches, from the Georgia Barrier Islands to the Outer Banks 
to the Chesapeake Bay. Unfortunately offshore drilling is putting our natural heritage and marine life at risk. On 
‘good’ days, drilling kills and injures wildlife and threatens human health and the economy. When they happen 
(which is all too frequently) major disasters such as the 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon blowout are catastrophic.

Drilling Is Tragic For Marine Life

Bird populations at risk from drilling
Sea birds are attracted to offshore drilling platforms by 
OLJKWV��EXUQLQJ�ÁDUHV�DQG�KXPDQ�IRRG�WKDW�FDQ�EH�VFDYHQJHG��
Birds are killed or injured after colliding with the structures, 
becoming contaminated with oil and related chemicals, and 
HYHQ�EHLQJ�EXUQHG�E\�ÁDUHV�

Roughly 200,000 migratory birds are killed each year near 
RIIVKRUH�GULOOLQJ�ULJV�LQ�WKH�*XOI�RI�0H[LFR��7KH\�RIWHQ�Á\�
circles around platforms for hours at a time, exhausting 
WKHPVHOYHV�RU�FROOLGLQJ�ZLWK�SODWIRUPV�RU�RWKHU�ELUGV�

%LUGV·�IHDWKHUV�FDQ�JHW�FRDWHG�ZLWK�RLO��SUHYHQWLQJ�WKHP�IURP�
EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�NHHS�ZDUP�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�ÁRDW�
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The Gulf of Mexico, home to most of the United States’ o!shore 
drilling operations, has su!ered one spill larger than 100,000 
gallons every other year on average since 1964. 

The 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon disaster was estimated 
to have killed or injured more than 25,000 dolphins and 
whales, along with “tens of thousands” of sea turtles, 
80,000 birds and untold numbers of "sh and shell"sh. 

Technological improvements do not necessarily reduce the 
risk. 98.8 percent of offshore spills in the Gulf of Mexico 
from 1964 to 2012 were caused by weather, equipment 
failure, human error or “external forces.”

You drill, you spill

$ERYH��-RKQ�6SDGH�XQGHU�&UHDWLYH�&RPPRQV�OLFHQVH��&LUFOH�SKRWR��6DUD�)UDQFLV��8�6��&RDVW�*XDUG��%HORZ��/$*2+(3�

Food chain disrupted

(DFK�\HDU��8�6��RIIVKRUH�GULOOLQJ�ULJV�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
dozens of spills of crude oil, natural gas liquids, diesel and 
K\GUDXOLF�ÁXLGV�LQWR�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�

2LO�EUHDNV�GRZQ�LQWR�FRPSRQHQWV�WKDW�DFFXPXODWH�WKURXJK�
WKH�IRRG�FKDLQ��SRLVRQLQJ�ZKDOHV��GROSKLQV��WXUWOHV��ELUGV��ÀVK�
DQG�VKHOOÀVK��

2LO�DQG�UHODWHG�FKHPLFDOV�PD\�DOVR�GDPDJH�WKH�LPPXQH�DQG�
UHSURGXFWLYH�V\VWHPV�RI�H[SRVHG�ELUGV��ÀVK�DQG�VKHOOÀVK��
lowering populations of affected species and denying food to 
WKH�SUHGDWRUV�WKDW�GHSHQG�RQ�WKHP�

* For references please contact info@environmentgeorgia.org

Brown pelican coated in oil from a spill.

The Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico. 



Oil-covered Kemps Ridley Turtle.

Top: Bottlenose dolphins. Middle: Right whales. Lower: 
The Deepwater Horizon oil spill containment effort.
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Whales and dolphins endangered
7KH�VHDUFK�IRU�XQGHUVHD�RLO�DQG�JDV�XVHV�VHLVPLF�DLUJXQV�WKDW�
ÀUH�EXUVWV�RI�VRXQG�DW�OHDVW�DV�ORXG�DV�D�MHW�HQJLQH�HYHU\�IHZ�
VHFRQGV�IRU�GD\V�RU�ZHHNV�RQ�HQG��7KHVH�EXUVWV�DUH�DXGLEOH�
XQGHUZDWHU�DV�IDU�DV�������PLOHV�DZD\��KDUPLQJ�DQG�HYHQ�
NLOOLQJ�VHD�DQLPDOV��

0DULQH�OLIH�PD\�EH�GHDIHQHG��KDYH�WKHLU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
VRXQGV�GURZQHG�RXW�E\�DLUJXQV��RU�EH�GULYHQ�DZD\�IURP�
locations they would otherwise inhabit, including crucial 
EUHHGLQJ�JURXQGV��$V�PDQ\�DV���������$WODQWLF�ZKDOHV�DQG�
dolphins are projected to be injured or killed by the use of 
seismic airguns in the Atlantic offshore drilling regions, 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW�UHVHDUFK��

7UDJLFDOO\��WKHVH�SURMHFWLRQV�DOVR�LQFOXGH�LQMXULQJ�RU�HYHQ�
killing as many as nine North Atlantic right whales, an 
HQGDQJHUHG�VSHFLHV�ZLWK�RQO\�����LQGLYLGXDOV�OHIW�DOLYH�

Save our coasts: No more drilling
2IIVKRUH�GULOOLQJ�SXWV�RXU�RFHDQV�DQG�FRDVWDO�HFRQRP\�DW�
ULVN³ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�\RX�GULOO�\RX�VSLOO��7R�SURWHFW�RXU�
HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�PDULQH�OLIH��WKH�2EDPD�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�VKRXOG� 

+DOW�LWV�SODQV�WR�DOORZ�RIIVKRUH�GULOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�2FHDQ�
DQG�$UFWLF�2FHDQ��

5HYHUVH�LWV�SURSRVHG�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�GULOOLQJ�OHDVHV�LQ�WKH�*XOI�
RI�0H[LFR��

Stop granting permits for new offshore drilling operations in 
DOO�8�6��ZDWHUV�

Until we have a total ban on drilling, the Obama 
Administration should: 

8QGHUWDNH�IXOO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURWHFWLRQ�UHYLHZV�DW�DOO�
offshore drilling locations, as a federal commission 
UHFRPPHQGHG�LQ������

Bring American offshore drilling practices up to, and 
ultimately beyond, the protections afforded by international 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURWHFWLRQ�VWDQGDUGV�

5HTXLUH�RIIVKRUH�GULOOLQJ�RSHUDWRUV�WR�SURYLGH�ÀQDQFLDO�
guarantees that companies—not taxpayers—will pay in full 
IRU�FOHDQXSV�ZKHQ�WKH�LQHYLWDEOH�GLVDVWHUV�KDSSHQ�

 Take action
Currently, the Obama Administration is considering 
a proposal to open the Atlantic coast to o!shore 
drilling. Please join us in telling the Obama 
Administration, “Save our coasts, no o!shore drilling.” 

www.EnvironmentGeorgia.org/saveourcoasts


