
 
 
November 25, 2015 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
As mayors of 66 cities representing millions of Americans, we write to thank you for your lead-
ership on climate mitigation and resilience. As you said in your State of the Union speech, “No 
challenge poses a greater threat to future generations than climate change.”  
 
We are writing to call on you to act in the best interests of the American people and fight for the 
strongest possible climate agreement at the upcoming 21st Conference of the Parties to the Unit-
ed Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris, and for federal action 
to establish binding national greenhouse gas emissions reductions here at home. The United 
States can and should be the leader in the transition to a clean energy economy, and we applaud 
the Clean Power Plan as an important step toward that end. 
 
To support your leadership and assist you and the U.S. delegation in reaching the strongest pos-
sible agreement, we have launched a campaign to engage with our constituents, elected officials 
and other stakeholders to help achieve these strong outcomes at the national and international 
levels, while building on municipal leadership on climate change. 
 
As mayors, we understand that we are stronger working together. That is why we have come to-
gether and created the Mayors National Climate Action Agenda (MNCAA) to help lead the way 
to a solution to global climate change. A changing and variable climate has tremendous implica-
tions for the livability, competitiveness and resilience of communities across the country. The 
extreme weather events we have all increasingly experienced in recent years and the future pro-
jections we face make it clear that we all share a common risk and commitment to safeguarding 
our communities. 
 
The MNCAA is a mayor-to-mayor initiative to raise the collective voice of leading mayors, 
demonstrate the essential role of cities in working towards climate solutions, and build political 
will for U.S. leadership. This initiative, established by the Mayors of Houston, Los Angeles and 
Philadelphia, already includes more than 30 cities, and will continue to grow. 
 



The negotiations in Paris will be as challenging as they are critical to our cities’ environmental 
health and economic prosperity. 
 
Cities across the country are already taking the lead. The cities we represent are working to take 
responsible steps to curb emissions and plan for the changing climate. Many of our cities have 
reached Kyoto commitments far ahead of states and the national government, and cities across 
the country are committing to binding targets, creating standardized inventories and climate ac-
tion plans and laying the ground work for a municipal offset protocol. But we cannot act alone. 
We need the federal government to provide a path forward to making meaningful reductions in 
carbon pollution while preparing for the impacts of climate change. 
 
Despite the dangerous and irresponsible stalemate in Congress, climate change is not a policy 
debate in communities all across the United States. The effects of a changing climate are present-
ing a clear and present threat. Extreme weather is presenting itself more regularly, though it takes 
many forms—from droughts in the west, wildfires in the intermountain states, to flooding and 
snow storms in the east and coastal erosion in the Gulf states. 
 
Momentum is building for international coordination, as exemplified by the recent signing of the 
U.S.-China Climate Leaders Declaration. COP21 represents a prime opportunity for American 
leadership on a global scale. We recognize that local governments have a major role to play in 
reducing greenhouse gas levels, including ambitious implementation of the Clean Power Plan. 
We are encouraged that there is interest on the part of COP 21 for having language in the final 
agreement that specifically pertains to cities. 
 
The time for strong U.S. action is now. We look forward to standing with you here at home and 
in Paris to bring leadership and focus to the reality of climate change and to urge national dia-
logue and action. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
MNCAA FOUNDERS 
 
Houston Mayor Annise Parker 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter 
 
SUPPORTING MAYORS              
 
Alaska 
Sitka Mayor Mim McConnell 
 
California 
Calabasas Mayor Lucy Martin  
Cloverdale Mayor Bob Cox 
Fairfax Mayor Barbara Coler 
Malibu Mayor John Sibert 

Mammoth Lakes Mayor John Bacon 
Rancho Palos Verdes Jim Knight 
Richmond Mayor Tom Butt 
Santa Clara Mayor Jamie Matthews 
Santa Barbara Mayor Helene Schneider 
Torrance Mayor Patrick Furey 
 
 



Colorado 
Johnstown Mayor Mark Romanowski 
Lafayette Mayor Christine Berg  
Nederland Mayor Joe Gierlach 
Woodland Park Mayor Neil Levy  
 
Florida 
Coral Springs Mayor Skip Campbell 
Cutler Bay Mayor Peggy Bell 
Fort Myers Mayor Randy Henderson 
Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper 
 
Illinois 
Highland Park Mayor Nancy Rotering 
Hazel Crest Mayor Vernard Alsberry 
 
Kansas 
Westwood Hills Mayor Paula Schwach 
 
Maine 
Portland Mayor Michael Brennan 
Mayor of the Standish Lynn Olson 
 
Massachusetts 
Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen 
Braintree Mayor Joseph Sulivan 
Cambridge Mayor David Maher 
Gloucester Mayor Sefatia Romeo Theken 
Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse  
Medford Mayor Michael McGlynn 
Melrose Mayor Robert Dolan 
Methuen Mayor Stephen Zanni 
North Adams Mayor Richard Alcombright 
Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz  
Somerville Mayor Joseph Curtatone 
West Springfield Mayor Edward Sullivan 
 
Minnesota 
Falcon Heights Mayor Peter Lindstrom 
Minnetonka Mayor Terry Schneider 
 
North Carolina 
Black Mountain Mayor Michael Sobol 
Carrboro Mayor Lydia Lavelle 
Chapel Hill Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt  
 

New Jersey   
Manahawkin Mayor John Spodofora 
Township of Princeton Borough Mayor Liz 
Lempert 
 
New Mexico   
Santa Fe Mayor Javier Gonzales 
 
New York   
Lake Placid Mayor Craig Randall 
 
Oregon   
Eugene Mayor Kitty Piercy 
Portland Mayor Charlie Hales 
 
Ohio 
Athens Mayor Paul Wiehl 
Cleveland Heights Mayor Dennis Wilcox 
Logan Mayor J. Martin Irvine 
Newburgh Heights Mayor Trevor Elkins  
Niles Mayor Ralph Infante 
South Euclid Mayor Georgina Welo 
 
Pennsylvania 
Pittsburgh Mayor William Peduto 
 
South Carolina   
Charleston Mayor Joseph P. Riley  
 
Texas 
Hutto Mayor Debbie Holland 
 
Virginia   
Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille 
Ashland Mayor George Spagna 
Charlottesville Mayor Satyendra Huja 
Hampton Mayor George Wallace 
 
Washington   
Issaquah Mayor Fred Butler 
Snoqualmie Mayor Matthew Larson 
 
Wisconsin   
Fitchburg Mayor Steve Arnold 


