
January 19, 2024

Dear Members of the Pennsylvania State Senate,

On behalf of PennEnvironment and our citizen members across the Commonwealth, I am writing
in support of Senate Bill 986 (Sens Robinson, Kane, Haywood). This legislation would implement
a critical statewide policy to comprehensively address the threat posed by lead in school drinking
water. By implementing the steps laid out in SB 986, we will protect generations of Pennsylvania
children from the negative effects of lead exposure.

Since the Flint, Michigan lead-in-drinking-water crisis in 2014, there's been ongoing public
concern about the threat of lead in drinking water. It’s well-proven that lead exposure causes
numerous negative health effects, including damage to the nervous system, learning disabilities,
and impaired hearing.

There is consensus in the public health community that lead exposure is unsafe at any level.

Because children spend so much time in school buildings during the prime years of their
development, lead contamination in school drinking water is particularly dangerous. For example,
recent data shows that more than 60 percent of all water samples taken from Philadelphia school
water outlets had elevated levels of lead. Some of the test samples taken came back with lead
levels hundreds – if not thousands – of times higher than considered safe.

More and more health experts agree that the most comprehensive way to address the potential
threat of lead in school drinking water is to implement a “Filter First” approach. The Filter First
approach requires school districts to replace old, antiquated drinking fountains with lead-filtering
water bottle filling stations or hydration stations, and to ensure that there is at least one of these
lead-filtering hydration stations for every 100 students and staff in each respective school building.

Not only does the Filter First approach help remove lead and other impurities from drinking water,
but studies show that the Filter First approach is more cost effective than the “test and tell” policy
that has traditionally been implemented by school districts (the “test and tell” approach would
require school districts to test all drinking water fixtures annually, and then replace those that test
positive for lead).
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https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/media-uploads/michigan-filter-first-cost-estimate-202001.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/media-uploads/michigan-filter-first-cost-estimate-202001.pdf


There is also growing data showing that access to drinking water through water bottle filling
stations dramatically increases students’ overall water intake, in turn improving health. Water
makes children healthier by helping their muscles, joints, and tissues, improving their digestive
system, and keeping their growing bodies hydrated. Healthy, active children learn better, perform
better academically, and behave better.

Senate Bill 986 achieves these best practices that the public health community calls for in order to
protect our children from the potential threat of lead in school drinking water by requiring the
implementation of the Filter First policy throughout all school districts in Pennsylvania, and
including revenue sources to assist the Commonwealth’s school districts to fund this critical public
health initiative.

Given this, PennEnvironment is proud to offer our support of Senate Bill 986 and calls on the state
Senate to pass this initiative before the end of the 2023-2024 legislative session.

Thank you in advance for supporting this important proposal, and helping protect Pennsylvania’s
children from the threat of lead contamination.

Sincerely,

David Masur, Executive Director
PennEnvironment


